
Iraq Situation Report: June 18, 2014

Today’s developments are important for the short term and long-term. The elite Counter Terrorism Service of the Iraqi Security Forces (ISF) have 
continued to try to protect the Baiji oil re�nery as gunmen, likely a combination of ISIS, JRTN and local tribes, attempt to take control of it. ISIS is still 
engaged in fostering a governance structure in Mosul, but has reportedly repealed its decree of harsh Shari'a law likely because it recognizes that the 
local population is not going to tolerate harsh measures. The Iraqi government reinforced northern Babil indicating that it aims ultimately to establish 
the southern belt as a bu�er zone if it can expel ISIS. 

by Heather L. Pickerell, Ahmed Ali and the ISW Iraq Team
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Protests in Iraq
Week 1: December 21 - December 28, 2012

Overview: Quickly following the arrest of Iraqi Finance Minister 
Rafa al-Issawi’s security detail, anti-government protests were held in 
the provinces of Anbar, Salah ad-Din, and Ninewa. Within the �rst 
week, convoys of supporters converged on Ramadi, a city in central 
Iraq that has become the focal point for resistance. 

Focal point: During the �rst week of 
protests, tens of thousands poured into 
Ramadi to demonstrate against Nouri 
al-Maliki’s government. Protesters in 
Ramadi blocked the primary highway 
from Baghdad to Syria and Jordan, 
calling for a sit-in until their demands 
were met.

Convoys: As the protests in Anbar 
province gained steam, tril 
delegations from Salah ad-Din, 
Diyala, Baghdad, Maysan, and 
Basra traveled to Ramadi to join 
the sit-in. �e convoys from the 
southern provinces were smaller 
than those from Diyala, Baghdad,  
and Salah ad-Din.
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Cordon: On December 27, a spokesperson 
from the Ninewa Provincial Council stated 
that the Iraqi Army had established a 
cordon in Ninewa to prevent the further 
spread of the Anbar protests
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Protests in Iraq
Week 2: December 29, 2012 - January 4, 2013

Overview: During the second week, demonstrations maintained 
strength in Ramadi, Samarra, and Mosul while also spreading 
throughout the predominately Sunni provinces of Salah ad-Din and 
Diyala. Tribal delegations to Anbar continued, drawing supporters 
from Kirkuk, Karbala, and Muthanna. After minor concessions failed 
to quell protests, Prime MSituation inister Nouri al-Maliki height-
ened his rhetoric and warned2 that demonstrations would not be 
allowed to continue inde�nitely.
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On January 4, the Baghdad Opera-
tions Command ordered the Iraqi 
Army 6th Division to secure3 ISIS 
�ghters were killed in an attempted 
attack against a Peshmerga checkpoint 
in the old market of Jalawla, Diyala 
Province.the Adhamiya Bridge, 
preventing deSecurityas heightened in 
areas in and around Baghdad includ-
ing Yarmouk, AdhamiSuleimen 
Begyah, Abu Ghraib in response to To Syria
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Support: During the second week, the 
Ramadi sit-in continued at full force. 
On December 31, Sunni Iraqi cleric 
Abdul Malik al-SSecurity was 
hSecuriSecurity was heightened in 
areas in and around Baghdad including 
Yarmouk, Adhamiyah, Abu Ghraib in 
response to anti-government protests.ty 
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Protests in Iraq
Week 3: January 5 - January 11, 2013

Overview: As anti-government protests continued in Anbar, Ninewa, 
and Salah ad-Din, pro-government counter-protests were held in the 
southern cities of Karbala, Kut, Diwaniyah, Samawa, Najaf, and Basra. 
Additional military cordons were established in Anbar, Baghdad, Salah 
ad-Din, and Ninewa to contain the anti-government demonstrations.
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Border: On January 9,  forces 
from the 29th Mechanized 
Brigade of the Iraqi 7th Army 
Division closed the Trebil border 
crossing between Jordan and 
Iraq, citing unspeci�ed security 
concerns.

Clashes: Since week one of the protests, 
forces from the Ninewa Operations 
Command attempted on numerous 
occassions to close Ahrar Square, the site of 
the anti-government demonstrations in 
Mosul.

On January 7, army vehicles ran over and 
wounded four people in an attempt to 
disperse protesters. On January 8, army 
forces opened �re, wounding four more 
demonstrators. In response, the Iraqi 
Federal Police 3rd Division was ordered to 
take over security of the west side of Mosul. Cordon: On January 7, forces from the 

Baghdad Operations Command 
established a cordon in Tarmiyah, north 
of Baghdad in order to prevent 
protesters from blockading the highway 
north. On January 11, security was 
heightened in Adhamiya to deter 
protests.

On JaRutba District Council head Muthana 
Jarwan al-Kubaisi (Uniters) was killed by 
gunmen as he left a mosque in central Rutba 
on March 11.nuary 9, the Baghdad Opera-
tions Command deployed a force on the 
eastern edge of Fallujah. Anti-government 
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Cordon: On January 11, the Tigris 
Operations Command deployed the 
11th Iraqi Army Division north of 
Tikrit to prevent demonstrations in 
Hawija.

Reports from January 11 state 
that Iraqi Army forces closed 
the Baghdad-Mosul highway 
near Taji.
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Protests in Iraq
Week 4: January 12 - January 17, 2013

Overview: Anti-government sit-ins continued in provinces Anbar, Salah 
ad-Din, and Ninewa while pro-government demonstrations drew small-
er-than-expected crowds. Attacks against Sunni o�cials and Kurdish 
political o�ces, however, threaten to exacerbate already strained 
ethno-sectarian tensions.
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January 14: Unknown ungunmen shot 
and killed tribal leader Mohammed 
Taher Abdul Rabbo al-Jubouri near his 
house near Badush in Ninewa province.

January 15: Iraqiyya MP Ayfan 
Saadun al-Issawi was assassinated 
by suicide bomber disguised as a 
construction worker near Fallujah.

January 13: Iraqi Finance 
Minister and Iraqiyya MP Rafa 
al-Issawi survived an IED attack 
on his convoy near Abu Ghraib.

On January 15, the Tigris Opera-
tions Command announced that it 
would not allow demonstrations in 
Hawija to take place for longer than 
�ve minutes.

January 16: Mortars targeted the 
home of Hamid al-Hayes, the 
chairman of the Anbar Salvation 
Council and a prominent leader of 
the Anbar Awakening. 
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January 16: A truck bomb targeted 
KDP o�ces in Kirkuk.

January 16: A car bomb targeted 
PUK o�ces in Tuz Khurmatu.
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June 14: 36 ISIS �ghters are 
killed in Jalawla, Diyala 
Province following clashes and 
an attempted attack against a 
Peshmerga checkpoint.

June 13: ISF and local tribes 
reclaims the city of Dhuluiya, 
Salah ad-Din Province from ISIS. 
Iraqi Police reportedly resumes 
their posts within the city. 

June 14: ISIS executes hundreds of 
Iraqi Army soldiers captured from 
Speicher Airbase. ISIS publishes 
photos of the summary executions on 
its o�cial social media outlets.  

June 12-13: ISIS reportedly captures 
Speicher Airbase in Salah ad-Din near 
Tikrit. Video emerges of captured 
soldiers.

June 14: ISF personnel and Asai’b Ahl 
al-Haq regained control of Muqdadiyah, 
Diyala Province after clashes with ISIS.  

June 14: Clashes took place between 
JRTN and ISF  in the Udhaim area in 
Diayala Province. 

by Ahmed Ali and Heather L. Pickerell 

June 15: ISIS gunmen reportedly took 
complete control of the sub-district of 
Sadia, in northeast Diyala Province. 
Gunmen control Copper Base, which 
houses the fourth brigade, part of the �fth 
IA division. Hamrin Lake separates ISIS 
from the ISF.

June 15: ISF withdrew from a 
large number of its headquarters 
and towers on the Iraqi-Syrian 
borders. 

June 15: Forces from the Counter 
Terrorism Forces, the Rapid Intervention 
Brigade, and SWAT arrived in Camp 
Ashraf, in north Diyala Province to 
enforce the security forces there. �ese 
forces will be �ghting ISIS in areas in 
the vicinity of Udhaim, 90km north of 
Baquba. ISF reported clashes with ISIS 
near Camp Ashraf. ISIS also attacked a 
recruitment center in Muqdadiyah. 

June 15: An SVEST took place near the 
shrine of Sheikh Abdul-Qadir al Gilani 
in central Baghdad, killing 12 individu-
als and wounding 30 others.

June 15: Unidenti�ed gunmen (likely 
ISIS) launched an attack on Tal Afar, 
west of Mosul. ISF and tribal elements 
initially repelled the attack. However, 
there are reports that the city has fallen 
under ISIS control. 

June 15: Unidenti�ed gunmen 
(likely ISIS) attacked security 
checkpoints and IA headquarters 
in the areas of Albu Shajal, areas 
around the Yabani Bridge, and 
around Saqlawiya, northwest of 
Fallujah. �e source added that 
IA forces withdrew from 
Saqlawiya. 

by  Heather L. Pickerell, Ahmed Ali, and ISW Iraq Team
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June 16: Iraqi Army and police forces 
supported by 200 tribal elements launched 
an operation to cleanse the district from 
ISIS elements.

June 16: ISIS gunmen are reportedly 
present in various parts of Tal Afar, 
west of Mosul, and 95% of the 
residents have departed to the Sinjar 
area, northwest of Mosul. �e ISF 
sent reenforcements from the 
counter-terrorism forces using aerial 
assets. �ere are con�icting reports 
about whether Tal Afar military 
airport has fallen to the gunmen or is 
still under ISF control. JRTN-lean-
ing groups claimed responsibility for 
the attacks upon Tal Afar. 

June 16: Iraqi Army Aviation foiled an ISIS attempt to 
storm Baiji Re�nery, north of Tikrit by launching strikes 
on ISIS elements. Reinforcements were delivered using 
aerial assets to enhance security in and around the 
facility. Yesterday, a JRTN-leaning group reported that 
they besieged the ISF in the facility and were negotiat-
ing surrender.

June 16: Two Iraqi border guard 
brigades were deployed from southern 
Iraq to Anbar. �e deployment came as 
the ISF reportedly withdrew from their 
posts on the Iraqi-Syrian borders, 
allowing gunmen and smugglers 
signi�cant freedom of movement. 

June 16: �is morning, ISIS 
gunmen spread to various areas of 
Qaim district in Anbar Province, 
and took control of the area’s two 
Iraqi Police stations. While the 
Iraqi Army and tribal elements 
reportedly retook the areas of Ibar, 
Jazeera, and Dur al-Iskan in 
Qaim, ISIS gunmen are reported 
to have gathered in Rumana and 
Karabla, eastern Qaim. 

June 16: Iraqi Police forces clashed 
with ISIS gunmen in an attempt to 
retake Udhaim, north of Baquba, 
which had fallen to ISIS two days ago. 
�e clashes reportedly resulted in the 
death of 12 ISIS gunmen and the 
destruction of eight vehicles. ISF 
reinforcements are en route. 
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June 17: An Iraqi Army (IA) force found 
25 corpses belonging to IA members 
near a train station in located in western 
Balad, south of Tikrit. 

June 17: Commander of the Iraqi Army (IA) in 
the district of Tal Afar, Maj. Gen. Khalid 
al-Khazraji (also known as Abu al-Walid and 
rumored to have been captured yesterday) 
stated today that most areas of the district are 
under ISF control. It is unclear if the 
four-day-old ISIS assault on Tal Afar has 
stopped. ISIS gunmen still control areas of the 
district. 

June 17: ISIS reportedly launched assaults 
on the Gatun, Mualimin, and Mafraq 
neigbourhoods of Baquba. In Mafraq, the 
gunmen attacked an IP station but were 
repelled by the ISF. 44 detainees previously 
held at the station were killed. �e ISF 
claim that the assaulting gunmen killed the 
prisoners, while prominent anti-govern-
ment social media outlets claim that the 
ISF executed them. 

June 17: Salah ad-Din Police Commander 
General Hamad al-Namis arrived in 
Samarra to prepare a counter-attack on 
Tikrit. Counter Terrorism Services 
reportedly clashed with ISIS gunmen in 
Samarra and retook the Baghdad-Samarra 
highway. IA forces reportedly clashed with 
gunmen on the road connecting Ishaqi and 
Balad, resulting in 28 IA injuries. �e road 
is reportedly under IA control and is now 
open. 

June 17: ISIS gunmen regained 
control of the local council and Iraqi 
Police (IP) station in Multaqa, 
southwest of Kirkuk. IP brie�y 
retook Multaqa this morning, but 
then withdrew to Mashru (2km 
away from Kirkuk). Later in the day, 
Peshmerga forces clashed with the 
gunmen in an attempt to retake the 
area. 

June 17: A Vehicle Borne Improvised 
Explosive Device detonated near the Maridi 
market in Sadr City, eastern Baghdad, 
resulting in 8 deaths and 23 injuries. 
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June 18: Unidenti�ed gunmen attacked the Baiji re�nery 
with mortars and direct �re. PM Maliki’s spokesperson 
and the Counter Terrorism Services (CTS) have stated 
that CTS forces control the facility and that 40 gunmen 
were killed in the clashes. However, ISF control of the 
re�nery is uncon�rmed. Aerial assets delivered ISF 
reinforcements to the facility two days ago.  

June 18: ISIS reportedly launched 20 mortar 
rounds at the Alam sub-district east of 
Tikrit, home to ISF commanders and 
government o�cials, potentially softening 
the target before a broader assault.

June 18: Babil Operations Command 
announced the deployment of 500 volunteers 
to Buhairat and Jurf al-Sakhar in northern 
Babil, which are historically areas of ISIS 
presence. �e volunteers were trained and 
supplied with military uniforms and weapons. 
PM Maliki’s Dawa Party leader, Ali al-Alaq, 
had announced the formation of the 
volunteers’ brigade on June 16. 

June 18: Gunmen, reportedly ISIS 
elements, armed with medium and 
heavy weapons in 4x4 vehicles 
attacked and seized Iraqi Police (IP) 
stations in Jazeera, Hamdan, and 
Tiba around Hit, west of Ramadi 
after IP forces withdrew. No 
casualties were reported. 

June 18: ISIS reportedly repealed the June 
13 Madina decree which imposed harsh 
Sharia law in Mosul. If con�rmed, the 
decree was likely negated either due to 
popular opposition or to coordination 
between ISIS and other armed groups. 
Most foreign �ghters reportedly departed 
from Mosul and a small number of ISIS 
members from rural Ninewa now control 
parts of the city. June 18: Unknown gunmen reportedly 

took three villages located in Salah ad-din 
Province located between Tuz Khurmatu 
and Amerli after clashes with the Iraqi 
Police and Army. 


