
Since ISIS stormed onto the world's stage on June 10, 2014 with its seizure of M osul, the Institute for the 
Study of War has been the institution of record for tracking ISIS.  The ISW "ISIS Sanctuary M ap" quickly 
became an iconic image of the conflict raging across Syria and Iraq.  It has been used hundreds of times, 
in several languages, and adapted for such uses as electronic backdrops on CN N , Fox, and other news 
broadcasts.  When developing a 1,200 year history of Iraq in maps, The National Geographic used only one 
source for its map of the recent conflict:  ISW.

The ISIS Sanctuary M aps from the last 14 months (and longer -- see below) show how ISW has tracked 
the conflict and become the recognized expert on ISIS's expansion. As we approach the one-year 
anniversary of U.S. and coalition airstrikes against ISIS, we have collected all our Sanctuary M aps, along 
with examples of where they have appeared, to help show the role ISW is proud to have played in 
tracking ISIS.

Tracking ISIS Since (Before)
the Islamic State

Answer: Septem ber 2013
10 m onths before M osul fell.

Question: When was the first ISIS 
Sanctuary M ap published?

http://www.understandingwar.org/report/al-qaeda-iraq-resurgent
http://www.understandingwar.org/report/al-qaeda-iraq-resurgent


"The Islamic State of 
Iraq is no longer a 
terrorist group. It is 
an army."
Kim Kagan, PBS News 
Hour, 6/10/14

10 June 2014
Mosul Falls to ISIS

ISW's Research Director, Jessica Lewis M cFate.

Former Army intel officer on the ground in Iraq:

The go-to media expert on tracking ISIS. 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/national-security/syrian-aircraft-bomb-sunni-militant-targets-inside-iraq/2014/06/24/2ea61b70-fbdc-11e3-8176-f2c941cf35f1_story.html
http://understandingwar.org/backgrounder/isis-sanctuary-map-june-10-2014
http://understandingwar.org/backgrounder/isis-sanctuary-map-june-20-2014
http://understandingwar.org/backgrounder/isis-sanctuary-map-june-23-2014
http://understandingwar.org/backgrounder/isis-sanctuary-map-july-8-2014
http://www.economist.com/news/middle-east-and-africa/21604627-crisis-iraq-has-roots-going-far-back-history-recently-folly
http://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2014/07/140702-iraq-history-maps/
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-27828595#TWEET1156132


"We have a situation 
that is no longer 'in 
the box' of the Iraqi 
Government."
Kimberly Kagan
CSIS Live
07/17/14

http://www.msnbc.com/the-cycle/watch/are-we-underestimating-isis--317525571519#twitter_signin
http://www.understandingwar.org/backgrounder/isis-sanctuary-map-august-8-2014-0
http://www.understandingwar.org/backgrounder/isis-sanctuary-map-july-21-2014
http://www.msnbc.com/the-cycle/watch/are-we-underestimating-isis--317525571519#twitter_signin
http://live.wsj.com/video/opinion-what-will-bombing-isis-achieve/06FEBADE-31DB-4705-8863-8753AB6B4F25.html#!06FEBADE-31DB-4705-8863-8753AB6B4F25
http://video.foxnews.com/v/3760259204001/how-serious-is-the-threat-from-isis/#sp=show-clips


Secretary of Defense H agel and Chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs GEN  Dempsey testify to the Senate Armed 

Services Committee in front of an adaptation of the ISW 
Sanctuary M ap.

Air str ikes Begin in Syr ia
The night airstrikes began in Syria, CN N  used 
our map as the backdrop for its coverage. And it 
was on the front page of The Washington Post the 

next day.

Tracking airstrikes meant 
tracking ISIS, using ISW's map.

Lt.-Gen. Jonathan Vance, Commander of Canadian Joint Operation 
Command, holds a briefing on combat strikes against the Islamic 

State (N ov. 4, 2014)

http://www.understandingwar.org/backgrounder/isis-sanctuary-map-august-14-2014
http://online.wsj.com/articles/u-s-led-airstrikes-disrupt-islamic-state-but-extremists-hold-territory-1412555718


Control of territory 
meant control of key 

assets, including water 
resources.

The Sanctuary M ap comes to life courtesy of The 
New York Times (above) and The Wall Street Journal 

(below). Click on the links for the animated versions.

http://www.understandingwar.org/backgrounder/isis-sanctuary-map-september-10-2014
http://apps.washingtonpost.com/g/page/world/water-wars-in-iraq/1360/
http://understandingwar.org/backgrounder/isis-sanctuary-map-october-30-2014
http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2014/12/31/world/middleeast/isis-airstrikes-map.html?_r=0
http://graphics.wsj.com/battle-against-islamic-state/
http://www.understandingwar.org/backgrounder/isis-sanctuary-map-december-5-2014


Other groups used our map for private briefings.

http://www.understandingwar.org/backgrounder/isis-sanctuary-map-january-15-2015
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-30492064?utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_term=%2ASituation%20Report&utm_campaign=Sitrep%20December%2022%202014
http://www.understandingwar.org/backgrounder/isis-sanctuary-march-4-2015
http://understandingwar.org/backgrounder/isis-sanctuary-april-3-2015
http://www.theatlantic.com/features/archive/2015/02/what-isis-really-wants/384980/


Ramadi fal ls

"Attack on 
Ramadi 'not a 
strategic 
surprise'."

Kimberly Kagan
Bloomberg Business
05/28/15

"This is what happens 
when a policy of 
half-measures, 
restrictions and 

posturing meets a 
skillful and determined 

enemy on the 
battlefield."
Kimberly Kagan

The Washington Post
05/18/15

Palmyra fal ls

http://www.understandingwar.org/backgrounder/isis-sanctuary-map-may-20-2015
http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2014/06/12/world/middleeast/the-iraq-isis-conflict-in-maps-photos-and-video.html
http://understandingwar.org/backgrounder/isis-sanctuary-may-22-2015
http://www.economist.com/news/middle-east-and-africa/21648016-jihadists-advance-syria-poses-difficult-questions-america-creeping


When analyzing the effects 
of 9 months of coalition 
airstrikes, DefenseOne used 
the ISIS Sanctuary M ap as 
its base.

http://understandingwar.org/backgrounder/isis-sanctuary-june-19-2015
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2015-06-28/isis-has-new-cash-cow-art-loot-it-s-peddling-on-ebay-facebook
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/07/26/magazine/is-this-the-end-of-christianity-in-the-middle-east.html?_r=0


Since the fal l  of Mosul,  ISW's ISIS Sanctuar y Map

has been featured in-- 

Designed and compiled by Noelle Rutland

http://www.vox.com/2015/7/30/9069705/isis-map-10-percent
http://understandingwar.org/backgrounder/isis-sanctuary-map-july-8-2015
http://www.voanews.com/content/vulnerabilities-exposed-islamic-state-is-evolving-again/2838052.html
http://news.sky.com/story/1512261/islamic-state-what-is-its-real-agenda

