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U.S. Recognizes Rebels, Meets with Qaddafi Officials

On July 16, the United States extended formal diplomatic recognition over the weekend to 

the National Transitional Council (NTC), the Benghazi-based rebel government. (NYT) The 

United States had previously stopped short of extending formal recognition to the rebel 

government, instead referring to the NTC as the “legitimate and credible interlocutor of the 

Libyan people.” U.S. officials have said that by recognizing the NTC, they will be able to 

provide it with access to the $30 billion dollars of Libyan assets frozen as part of the U.S. 

and U.N. sanctions imposed on the regime at the start of the rebellion. Extending recognition 

may have been an urgent move to shore up the cash-strapped NTC, which recently said it 

was running short of funds for fuel, weapons and salaries. (LA Times) The Obama 

administration had previously said in May that it was working with Congress on legislation 

that would allow the NTC to take over the assets, but that effort appears to have stalled. 

After the U.S. decision, the rebels scored another diplomatic success after all thirty countries 

in the Libyan Contact Group agreed to formally recognize the NTC, although several--such 

as France--had already done so.

Shortly after the United States extended recognition to the NTC, senior U.S. diplomats 

revealed they had held a secret meeting with Qaddafi officials in Tunisia for the first time 

since the rebellion began in February. (Post) The U.S. officials involved denied the meeting 

was a negotiation and claimed that they had simply reiterated the message that Qaddafi 

must leave power. They insisted that there were no plans for further talks. The Libyan 

government, however, said the meeting was the first-step in repairing relations with the 

United States and finding a peaceful solution to the conflict. (LA Times)

Rebels Break Stalemate in the East

Rebel forces launched a large assault on the town of Brega on July 16 in a bid to break the 
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stalemate that had developed in eastern Libya since early April. (Al-Jazeera) NATO 

warplanes recently intensified their airstrikes against loyalist forces at Brega, although the 

alliance officially denied coordinating its attacks with the rebel assault. (Guardian) Many 

loyalist troops reportedly retreated west towards Ras Lanuf, but two hundred soldiers are 

thought to be holding out in the city. Despite claims of a rebel victory at Brega, control over 

the city remains contested. The rebel attack has been hampered by the hundreds of 

landmines sown by loyalist troops across the area. (AFP) The attack on Brega has 

demonstrated that rebel forces are significantly better organized and equipped than several 

months ago. The rebels, however, have suffered heavy casualties—several dozen rebels 

have been killed and hundreds more wounded—raising questions as to whether they can 

sustain the offensive.

Across Libya, the rebels hope to make major gains before Ramadan begins in August, a 

time when fighting is expected to taper off. On Wednesday, a rebel delegation met with 

French President Nicolas Sarkozy and asked France to help secure additional arms from 

Qatar for their pre-Ramadan offensive. (AFP, WSJ)  In conjunction with the attack on Brega, 

rebel forces at Misrata have renewed their offensive to capture the city Zlitan, but have been 

hurled back loyalist counter-attacks. (Guardian, Reuters) Additionally, there are reports that 

a small rebel force opened a fourth front by crossing the Sahara and attacking regime 

strongholds in southwestern Libya. (WSJ)

Strategically, the rebels want to continue pressing the loyalist forces back on the eastern 

front and link up with their counterparts in western Libya around Misrata and the Nafusa 

Mountains. (WSJ) Yet formidable obstacles lay ahead. In order to reach western Libya, the 

rebels have to attack through a number of easily defendable coastal towns similar to Brega 

before reaching the regime stronghold of Sirte, the home of Qaddafi’s tribe and a large 

military garrison. Overall, serious logistical problems, poor training and inadequate command 

and control continue to hamstring rebel efforts. Furthermore, the rebels on nearly every front 

are beginning to push towards areas where the population and tribes have remained loyal to 

the regime, threatening to ignite intertribal rivalries and invite reprisals against regime 

supporters. (NYT)

Diplomatic Maneuvering 

As the fighting on the ground has intensified this week, there has also been a flurry of 

diplomatic activity by all the sides to reach a political solution. A week after French Foreign 

Minister Alain Juppe revealed that Paris was in contact with officials in Tripoli, France 
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softened its position on Qaddafi’s exit and suggested he could remain in the country if he left 

power. (AP, Guardian, WSJ) The White House followed suit, suggesting that it was up to the 

Libyan people to decide if Qaddafi remained in Libya after he steps down. (AP)  

Russia is continuing its diplomatic role as an interlocutor between NATO and Tripoli to 

secure Qaddafi’s exit. After Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov discussed the next 

diplomatic steps in Libya with President Obama last week, Russia expanded its contacts 

with officials in both Tripoli and Benghazi. (AP) While there has been little tangible progress 

amid the rebel offensive, President Dmitry Medvedev said on Tuesday that a compromise 

between Qaddafi and the rebels was still possible. (Reuters) Lavrov met with Libyan Foreign 

Minister Abdelati Obeidi in Moscow to discuss a deal, but Obeidi and other regime officials 

remain insistent that Qaddafi’s departure from power is not on the table. (BBC) However, 

Russian officials have criticized the recent diplomatic support to the rebels given by the 

United States and other countries as being counterproductive and pursuing a “policy of 

isolation.” (Reuters)

http://www.understandingwar.org/themenode/libyan-conflict-situation-update (3 of 3) [7/28/2011 1:07:20 PM]

http://www.google.com/hostednews/ap/article/ALeqM5hGPZGIjfl0WqbhhYCqEbh25hppkw?docId=9b7d4558f1794edfaef9a7fe8dd6509c
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2011/jul/19/us-libya-talks-tunisia
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424053111904233404576458301802237930.html?mod=googlenews_wsj
http://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/white-house-gadhafi-must-leave-power-but-its-up-to-libyans-whether-he-stays-in-the-country/2011/07/20/gIQAXyf3PI_story.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/national/national-security/clinton-lavrov-sign-accords-cite-improved-us-russian-relationship/2011/07/13/gIQAr1evCI_story.html
http://af.reuters.com/article/libyaNews/idAFLDE76I16120110719?sp=true
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-14180293
http://af.reuters.com/article/topNews/idAFJOE76J0I020110720

	understandingwar.org
	Libya Conflict: Situation Update | Institute for the Study of War


