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For Daily Libya Tracking and archived information, click here. 

NATO Air Campaign Intensifies

Tripoli has been targeted by NATO warplanes in an intensified aerial bombardment that 
began Monday and continued until early Wednesday morning. (NYT) These multiple daytime 
sorties, a departure from the irregular night-time bombing raids previously conducted, were 
described by NATO officials as “intensive and sustained” and “demonstrated increasing 
resolve to bring the Qaddafi regime's violence against the civilian population to an end”. 
(NATO) At least thirteen command and control facilities have been struck since Friday, 
including strikes on a “key Qaddafi regime intelligence headquarters building” and within 
Qaddafi’s Bab al-Aziziya compound. (NATO, Reuters, AP) 

NATO helicopters launched their first attacks in Libya on Saturday, striking a radar 
installation and at least one “armed checkpoint” near the eastern town of Brega. (NYT, 
NATO, UK MoD) The deployment of the helicopters—British Apaches launched from the 
HMS Ocean and French Tigres and Gazelles based on the Tonerre—was first announced 
two weeks ago by the British and French governments. Helicopter attacks on loyalist 
vehicles and ground forces have been well-received by the opposition leadership. Mustafa 
Abdul Jalil, the chairman of the rebel’s National Transitional Council, stated that the rebels 
“welcome any measures to expedite the departure of Col. Gadhafi and his regime.” (NYT)

International Political Outreach

China has increased its diplomatic involvement in the Libyan conflict, scheduling a meeting 
between the Qaddafi’s foreign minister, Abdelati al-Obeidi, and his Chinese counterpart, 
Yang Jiechi, in Beijing on Tuesday. A Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesman stated that "The 
two sides will exchange views on how to reach a political resolution to the Libya crisis." This 
state visit comes shortly after a meeting in Qatar between rebel National Transitional Council 
leader Mustafa Abdel Jalil and the Chinese ambassador to Qatar. (WSJ, AFP) China had 
remained largely uninvolved in the Libyan conflict up to now.
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Russian envoy Mikhail Margelov met with Jalil on Tuesday in Benghazi in the first visit by a 
Russian official to Libya since the start of the conflict. Margelov reportedly offered to provide 
financial support to the opposition but tried to position Russia as a mediating party, stating 
that "Air strikes don't solve problems. We are in favor of a political solution, not a military 
escalation." (Reuters) Despite Russia’s increased involvement in international diplomacy 
aimed at ending the conflict and removing Qaddafi from power, Russian Foreign Minister 
Sergei Lavrov indicated this week that Russia is “not seeking to take on the main role when 
it comes to mediation in Libya.” (AFP, RFERL) A visit by Spanish Foreign Minister Trinidad 
Jimenez to Benghazi on Wednesday rounded out the diplomatic engagement, as Jimenez 
recognized “the National Transitional Council is the only legitimate representative of the 
Libyan people.”. (Reuters)

There is also increased attention on preparing for a transition of power if Qaddafi is deposed 
from power. British Foreign Secretary William Hague drew upon Iraq’s “de-Baathification” as 
a precedent that the Transitional National Council should avoid if it assumes power. In a 
state visit to Washington, German Chancellor Angela Merkel pledged to increase her 
country’s commitment to the conflict after the end of hostilities. (WSJ)  The Washington Post 
also reports that concern for Libya’s stability and the prospects for civil war in a post-Qaddafi 
Libya extend to business leaders, both in the West and in Libya itself. (Post) 

Fighting on the Eastern and Western Fronts 

Rebels have seized the towns of Bir Ayyad and Yafran this past week after more than three 
months of low intensity fighting in the western mountains. The towns are located roughly 
sixty miles southwest of Tripoli, though the mountainous territory will make any advance on 
the capital city very difficult. The recent victories were aided by a series of NATO airstrikes 
last Thursday that destroyed two tanks and two armored vehicles. (Reuters, Al Jazeera) 
Fighting also erupted on the stalemated eastern front; a mortar attack on Ajdabiya by loyalist 
forces prompted a rebel attack into Brega. Two rebels were killed and one was injured by 
artillery in the subsequent engagement. (AP)

http://www.understandingwar.org/themenode/libyan-conflict-situation-update (2 of 2) [6/15/2011 1:43:51 PM]

http://af.reuters.com/article/libyaNews/idAFLDE7561WH20110607
http://www.google.com/hostednews/afp/article/ALeqM5iXr-gSxYah9TLCOqinx5Sqpqe9XA?docId=CNG.0808b53f6b393fb698768947dbbf7e8a.141
http://www.rferl.org/content/china_diplomats_meet_libya_rebels/24225703.html
http://af.reuters.com/article/libyaNews/idAFLDE7552HZ20110606
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052702304906004576371410462089584.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/business-leaders-fear-chaos-after-gaddafi/2011/06/05/AGNTgjJH_story.html
http://af.reuters.com/article/libyaNews/idAFLDE7552JY20110606?sp=true
http://english.aljazeera.net/news/africa/2011/06/20116613502238785.html
http://www.google.com/hostednews/ap/article/ALeqM5hpkr7iF7mxVDIry9WC9Yt5es-_zA?docId=8af18520fe7a4102b33af2ace5270e66

	understandingwar.org
	Libya Conflict: Situation Update | Institute for the Study of War


