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The Iran Crisis Updates are produced by the Critical Threats Project (CTP) at the 

American Enterprise Institute with support from the Institute for the Study of War 

(ISW). To receive Iran Crisis Updates via email, please subscribe here. 

 

Iran and its proxies may attack US positions in Iraq and Syria in retaliation for an 

Israeli drone strike on an Iranian convoy in eastern Syria on November 8. The Israeli 

strike killed at least 10 individuals including an unknown number of Iranians, according to the 

Wall Street Journal.1 The convoy was reportedly transporting missiles, munitions, and oil into 

Syria from Iraq. Media affiliated with the Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps (IRGC) and a 

senior official from Iranian proxy Kataib Hezbollah blamed the attack on the US and Israel.2 

 

Iran has increasingly attacked US positions in Iraq and Syria as part of its cycle of escalation with 

Israel over the past year. A senior IRGC commander, Major General Gholam Ali Rashid, stated in 

December 2021 that the regime would attack “all centers, bases, routes, and spaces used as 

sources or routes for [Israeli] aggression,” holding the US accountable for potential Israeli 

attacks.3 

 

Artesh Ground Forces Commander Brigadier General Kiomars Heydari 

emphasized that the regime has the capacity to use more extreme force against 

protesters on November 9.4 Heydari referred to protesters as “flies” and stated that “they will 

have no place in the country” if Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei orders a more brutal crackdown. 

Iranian leaders have increasingly tasked the Artesh Ground Forces with some internal security 

missions, such as guarding sensitive facilities and locations to relieve other security forces, during 

protests in recent years.5 

 

The potential involvement of the Artesh in protest suppression, even in a limited capacity, would 

provide Iranian authorities additional assets to quash internal unrest.6 The Artesh Ground Forces 

has more than twice as many service members as the IRGC Ground Forces does, operates the bulk 

of the country’s helicopter and tank arsenals, and has concentrated many of its units in border 

areas.7 These qualities, combined with its use to relieve other security forces, make the Artesh a 

powerful instrument for protest suppression, particularly in the border regions where significant 

protest activity has been concentrated. 
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Raisi administration officials are threatening citizens who provide information to 

anti-regime outlet Iran International to deter protesters from speaking to it about 

the protests and regime crackdown. Culture and Islamic Guidance Minister Mehdi Esmaili 

referred to Iran International as “terrorist media” and stated that the regime will punish 

individuals cooperating with it on November 9.8 Intelligence and Security Minister Esmail Khatib 

stated that the regime views communicating with Iran International as cooperating with 

terrorists and threatening national security on November 8, as CTP previously reported.9 

 

Key Takeaways 

• Iran and its proxies may attack US positions in Iraq and Syria in retaliation 

for an Israeli drone strike on an Iranian convoy in eastern Syria. 

• Artesh Ground Forces Commander Brigadier General Kiomars Heydari 

emphasized that the regime has the capacity to use more extreme force 

against protesters. 

• Raisi administration officials are threatening citizens who provide 

information to anti-regime outlet Iran International to deter protesters from 

speaking to it about the protests and regime crackdown. 

• At least 19 protests took place in 15 cities across 11 provinces. 

• An unidentified individual drove a car into a group of security personnel and 

killed a Basij member in Bandar-e Kia Shahr, Gilan Province. 

• Law Enforcement Commander Brigadier General Hossein Ashtari 

reappointed Brigadier General Mohammad Ghanbari as LEC Sistan and 

Baluchistan provincial commander. 

 

Anti-Regime Protests 

At least 19 protests took place in 15 cities across 11 provinces on November 9. CTP 

assesses with moderate to high confidence that protests occurred in the locations below. 

 

Note: CTP is using asterisks to denote protests that included mourners 

commemorating killed protesters. 

 

Tabriz, East Azerbaijan Province (population: approximately 1,599,000) 

• 25-50 Tabriz University of Art students protested on campus and chanted “the blood in 

our veins is the food of our leader.” Protesters reportedly began the demonstration by 

removing the gender separation wall in the university cafeteria.10 

Esfahan City, Esfahan Province (population: approximately 1,961,000) 

• One or two dozen possibly high school-age protesters marched through an Esfahan 

street and chanted “freedom, freedom, freedom.”11 

*Shiraz, Fars Province (population: approximately 1,556,572) 

• Several dozen protesters marched through Shiraz streets and chanted anti-regime 

slogans. The protesters reportedly held the demonstrations to commemorate protesters 

killed by regime security forces during the September 30 Zahedan massacre.12 

• One or two dozen Shiraz Chamran University students protested on campus and chanted 

“Khamenei is a murderer.”13 



   
 

   
 

Bandar Abbas, Hormozgan Province (population: approximately 526,648) 

• 25-50 protesters marched through Bandar Abbas streets and chanted anti-regime 

slogans.14 

Kermanshah City, Kermanshah Province (population: approximately 946,681) 

• An undetermined number of protesters chanted “death to Khamenei” and other anti-

regime slogans on a Kermanshah street.15 

Mashhad, Khorasan Razavi Province (population: approximately 3,001,184) 

• One or two dozen possibly high school-age protesters marched through Mashhad streets 

with anti-regime banners and chanted anti-regime slogans.16 

Sanandaj, Kurdistan Province (population: approximately 414,069) 

• An undetermined number of protesters set fires and reportedly established obstacles 

with debris in Sanandaj’s Nayser and Hassan Abad neighborhoods. Footage from social 

media shows regime security forces watching the protesters but not attempting to 

disrupt or arrest them.17 

Saghez, Kurdistan Province (population: approximately 165,258) 

• Several dozen protesters set fires and established obstacles with debris on a Saghez 

street. Footage from social media shows smoke originating beyond where protesters set 

tires on fire, suggesting regime security forces possibly used tear gas.18 

*Tehran City, Tehran Province (population: approximately 8,700,000) 

• One or two dozen Pars University of Art and Architecture students protested on campus 

and chanted anti-regime slogans. The students reportedly held the demonstration to 

commemorate protesters killed by regime security forces during the September 30 

Zahedan massacre.19 
• Several dozen University of Science and Culture students protested on campus and 

chanted “we don’t have bread, we don’t have a house, and the hijab is the [regime’s] 

excuse.” The students reportedly held the demonstration to commemorate protesters 

killed by regime security forces during the September 30 Zahedan massacre.20 

• 25-50 protesters set fires and established obstacles with debris in Tehran streets. 

Protesters chanted “we don’t want spectators, join us” and other anti-regime slogans. 

Protesters reportedly returned to the streets after security forces dispersed the initial 

wave of evening demonstrations.21 

*Mahabad, West Azerbaijan Province (population: approximately 168,393) 

• A dozen protesters set a fire on a Mahabad street and chanted “death to the dictator.”22 

• At least 100 protesters marched through Mahabad streets to mourn regime security 

forces killing protest martyr Faiq Mam Ghadri in Ourmia. Protesters held evening 

demonstrations in front of Mam Ghadri’s house and chanted anti-regime slogans. 

Iranian social media accounts claimed more than 1,000 protesters attended to the 

evening demonstration.23 

 

CTP assesses with low confidence that protests occurred in the locations below. 

 

Shahr-e Kord, Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari Province (population: approximately 

190,441) 



   
 

   
 

•  An undetermined number of protesters marched through a Shahr-e Kord street and 

chanted anti-regime slogans.24 

Ghadarijan, Esfahan Province (population: approximately 34,226) 

• An undetermined number of protesters reportedly clashed with regime security forces in 

Ghadarijan streets. Footage from social media shows several explosions occurring along 

a roundabout. The explosions are possibly from regime security forces throwing 

flashbang grenades.25 

Rasht, Gilan Province (population: approximately 679,995) 

• One or two dozen possibly high school-age protesters demonstrated on a Rasht 

streetcorner.26 

Ghorveh, Kurdistan Province (population: approximately 78,276) 

• An undetermined number of high school students marched through a Ghorveh street and 

chanted “we don’t want spectators, join us.”27 

Boukan, West Azerbaijan Province (population: approximately 193,501) 

• An undetermined number of protesters set fires and established obstacles with debris on 

a Boukan street.28 

 

 
 

An unidentified individual drove a car into a group of security personnel and killed 

a Basij member in Bandar-e Kia Shahr, Gilan Province on November 8.29 Around 44 

security personnel have died in the protests since they began on September 16. 

 

Social media accounts reported on November 9 that unidentified gunmen in a 

vehicle fired an automatic weapon at IRGC members driving on the Zahedan-Bam 

road in Sistan and Baluchistan Province.30 Anti-regime militancy has increased 
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throughout the province in recent days, as CTP previously reported.31 Violence between protesters 

and security forces will likely increase throughout the province on November 11, when protest 

organizations have called for countrywide demonstrations, especially in Zahedan.32 

 

Law Enforcement Commander Brigadier General Hossein Ashtari reappointed 

Brigadier General Mohammad Ghanbari as Law Enforcement Command (LEC) 

Sistan and Baluchistan provincial commander on November 9.33 Ghanbari had been 

the LEC Criminal Investigation Police Chief since September 2020 and was earlier the LEC Sistan 

and Baluchistan provincial commander.34 The Sistan and Baluchistan Provincial Security Council 

fired the former commander, Brigadier General Ali Taheri, and 16 of his subordinates for 

negligence on October 27, as CTP previously reported.35 Ashtari likely reappointed Ghanbari to 

the position to reinstall a trusted officer to manage the protests and growing anti-regime militancy 

in the province. 

 

Axis of Resistance and Regional Developments 

There was nothing significant to report today. 
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