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American Enterprise Institute with support from the Institute for the Study of War 
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Countrywide strikes continued throughout Iran on December 6. The extent of the ongoing 

strikes demonstrates the continued momentum of the protest movement even though strikes do not 

appear as dramatic as crowded demonstrations in images and videos. The regime has threatened 

strikers but cannot easily force them to stop.1 Some businesses and shops that have not been able to 

close completely have instead refused customers service and transactions, according to some 

journalists.2  

 

Protest turnout decreased significantly, however, possibly due to divisions and poor 

planning in the protest movement. CTP recorded protests in around five cities on December 6, 

despite widely-circulated calls for demonstrations from protest coordinators and organizations.3 Social 

media users indicated that some protesters were confused about the planned protests and others 

disagreed with designated locations.4 The relative uptick in protests and strikes that began on 

December 6 will likely continue on December 7, but protest coordinators and organizations will need 

to overcome these shortcomings if they are to sustain this movement.5 

 

Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei met with the Supreme Cultural Revolution Council 

(SCCR) on December 6, possibly to discuss the morality patrol and mandatory hijab law.6 

Khamenei called for cultural reconstruction during the meeting but did not explicitly mention the 

morality patrol or hijab requirement. The SCCR is a regime policy body that prepares resolutions on 

cultural, religious, and social affairs, which Parliament then approves or rejects. SCCR members 

include President Ebrahim Raisi, Parliament Speaker Mohammad Bagher Ghalibaf, and Judiciary Chief 

Gholam Hossein Mohseni Ejei--all of whom attended the meeting with Khamenei. Khamenei may have 

issued a final decision on whether to continue the morality patrol during the meeting. Prosecutor 

General Mohammad Javad Montazeri previously stated on December 1 that Parliament and the SCCR 

would issue an opinion on the subject by December 16.7 
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Western observers should avoid overstating a potential regime decision to end the morality patrol and 

misframing it as a meaningful concession. The regime would likely enforce the mandatory hijab law 

through various other means. Some regime officials have discussed using surveillance cameras with 

facial-recognition software to identify women not properly following the hijab requirement, as CTP 

previously reported.8 A parliamentarian suggested that the regime could block the bank accounts of 

repeat offenders.9 It is furthermore unclear whether a regime concession on the morality patrol would 

satisfy protesters given the wide range of their frustrations and grievances against the political 

establishment. The regime may, in fact, be attempting to put the issue of hijab back at the center of 

public discourse in the hopes of obfuscating or diverting the increasingly political and revolutionary 

tone of the protest movement. 

 

Key Takeaways 

• Countrywide strikes continued throughout Iran. 

• Protest turnout decreased significantly, however, possibly due to divisions and 

poor planning in the protest movement. 

• Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei met with Supreme Cultural Revolution Council, 

possibly to discuss the morality patrol and mandatory hijab law. 

• At least 13 protests took place in five cities across five provinces. 

• Judiciary spokesperson Massoud Setayeshi announced the issuance of death 

sentences to five arrested protesters. 

 

Anti-Regime Protests 

At least 13 protests took place in five cities across five provinces on December 6. CTP 

assesses with moderate to high confidence that protests occurred in the following locations: 

Karaj, Alborz Province10 

Size: Small 

Bandar-e Anzali, Gilan Province11 

Size: Undetermined 

Demographic: Mourners 

Regime Repression: Security forces shot at protesters, tear gas 

Notes: Mehran Samak’s seven-day commemoration ceremony 

Sanandaj, Kurdistan Province12 

Size: Small 

Protester Activity: Fires lit in street 

Tehran City, Tehran Province13 

Size: Small 

Area: Unspecified location in Western Tehran 

Tehran City, Tehran Province14 

Size: Medium 

Demographic: Sharif University of Technology students  

Notes: Students protested visit of Tehran City Mayor Alireza Zakani 

Tehran City, Tehran Province15 



   
 

   
 

Size: Small 

Demographic: Allameh Tabataba’i University students 

Tehran City, Tehran Province16 

Size: Small 

Demographic: K.N.Toosi University of Technology students 

Tehran City, Tehran Province17 

Size: Small 

Area: Chitgar 

Tehran City, Tehran Province18 

Size: Small 

Protester Activity: Burned Iranian flag 

Area: Ekbatan 

Tehran City, Tehran Province19 

Size: Small 

Area: Sattar Khan 

Mahabad, West Azerbaijan Province20 

Size: Medium 

Demographic: Mourners 

Notes: Zaniar Abou Bakri’s 40-day commemoration ceremony 

 

CTP assesses with low confidence that protests occurred in the following locations: 

 

Tehran City, Tehran Province21 

Size: Small 

Demographic: High school students 

Tehran City, Tehran Province22 

Size: Small 

Protester Activity: Fires lit in street 

Area: Imamzadeh Hassan 

 



   
 

   
 

 
 

Security forces arrested Fars News Agency Deputy Chief Editor Abbas Tavangar for his 

role in preparing the leaked Fars News Agency bulletin to the IRGC, according to Iranian 

state media and officials on December 5.23 The Black Reward hacker group published this 

bulletin on November 30.24 Fars News Agency confirmed the authenticity of the bulletin, which 

included internal reports on the regime protest response, but argued that the report only covered 

rumors.25 Tavangar was affiliated with IRGC-affiliated Tasnim News Agency as well.26 

 

The Barandazan hacker group defaced the websites of over 16 Iranian universities and 

claimed to have infiltrated their databases on December 6.27 The group promoted the planned 

protests lasting until December 7. The group also stated that it will publish some of the internal 

documents and files it recovered.28 

 

Vice President for Women and Family Affairs Ensieh Khazali cancelled a public event at 

the Amir Kabir University in Tehran due to security concerns.29 

 

Prominent Sunni cleric Moulana Abdol Hamid tweeted on December 6 that there are 

reports that the regime is sexually assaulting arrested women to humiliate them and 

force confessions.30 Abdol Hamid called on the Judiciary to punish those responsible. CNN has 

previously reported on the horrific acts of sexual assault and violence that the regime is committing 

against arrested protesters.31 A young Iranian protester told NPR on November 23 that she would prefer 

that the regime killed her rather than arresting her.32 

 



   
 

   
 

Judiciary spokesperson Massoud Setayeshi announced the issuance of death sentences 

to five arrested protesters.33 The Judiciary has thus far sentenced 11 protesters to death since the 

protests began on September 16. 

 

The Hamedan Neighborhood Youth announced tactical objectives for protesters on 

December 6 and 7.34 The group called on protesters to block roads and target surveillance cameras 

in specific neighborhoods in Hamedan.35 CTP did not record protests in Hamedan on December 6, and 

it is unclear whether the group met or will meet these objectives. 

 

Former reformist President Mohammad Khatami issued a statement on December 6 

calling on the regime to heed protester demands.36 Khatami criticized the regime’s suppression 

of protesters, especially students. Khatami previously called for reform in an Instagram post on 

November 14.37 

 

The IRGC arrested 12 members of a “sabotage team” in Markazi Province on December 

6.38 

 

Axis of Resistance and Regional Developments 

There was nothing significant to report today.  
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