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Information Cutoff: 2:00 pm EST

The Iran Update provides insights into Iranian and Iranian-sponsored activities abroad that
undermine regional stability and threaten US forces and interests. It also covers events and trends
that affect the stability and decision-making of the Iranian regime. The Critical Threats Project
(CTP) at the American Enterprise Institute and the Institute for the Study of War (ISW) provides
these updates regularly based on regional events. For more on developments in Iran and the region,
see our interactive map of Iran and the Middle East.

Note: CTP and ISW have refocused the update to cover the Israel-Hamas war. The new sections
address developments in the Gaza Strip, the West Bank, Lebanon, and Syria, as well as noteworthy
activity from Iran’s Axis of Resistance. We do not report in detail on war crimes because these
activities are well-covered in Western media and do not directly affect the military operations we
are assessing and forecasting. We utterly condemn violations of the laws of armed conflict and the
Geneva Conventions and crimes against humanity even though we do not describe them in these
reports.

Click here to see CTP and ISW’s interactive map of Israeli ground operations. This map is updated
daily alongside the static maps present in this report.

Key Takeaways:

1. Israeli forces advanced to the Indonesian Hospital in Beit Lahiya bordering northern
Jabalia refugee camp on November 20. They clashed with Palestinian militia fighters
along the western border of Jabalia refugee camp and neighborhood.

2. Hamas and other Palestinian militia fighters attacked the IDF behind the Israeli forward
line of advance in the Zaytoun area in the middle of the Gaza Strip, which is consistent
with the nature of clearing operations.

3. Palestinian militia fighters engaged Israeli forces in eight small arms clashes across the
West Bank on November 20. Hamas and the Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine
continue to call for attacks against Israeli soldiers and civilians in the West Bank.

4. The Islamic Resistance in Irag—a coalition of Iranian-backed Iraqi militias—claimed a
one-way drone attack targeting US forces at Ain al Assad Airbase in Iraq on November 20.

5. Unspecified Iranian-backed militia leaders in Syria met to discuss plans for responding to
US airstrikes in the region.
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Israel-Hamas War as of
November 20, 2023, 2:00 PM ET
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Axis of Resistance campaign objectives:
o Erode the will of the Israeli political establishment and public to launch and sustain a major
ground operation into the Gaza Strip
e Degrade IDF material and morale around the Gaza Strip

Israeli forces advanced to the Indonesian Hospital in Beit Lahiya bordering northern
Jabalia refugee camp on November 20.[1] Israeli forces advanced southward from cleared
positions in Beit Hanoun and Beit Lahiya.[2] Local journalists posted videos of Israeli tanks
surrounding the hospital and explosions in the vicinity.[3] The Gaza Health Ministry director, Dr.
Munir al Bursh, stated that Israeli tanks remained at the hospital‘s northern gate.[4] The al Quds
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Brigades—the militant wing of Palestinian Islamic Jihad (P1J)— claimed mortar attacks on Israeli
forces as they advanced to the Indonesian Hospital near Sheikh Zayed Towers.[5] A local source
reported heavy fighting between Israeli forces and Palestinian fighters on the al Awda road heading
southward to the Indonesian Hospital.[6] An IDF spokesperson said Hamas’ northern brigade
maintains a command-and-control center and critical strongholds in Jabalia on November

18.[7] Israeli forces instructed a hospital inside the Jabalia refugee camp to evacuate on November
20.[8] The Israeli Army Radio said that only 25 percent of residents in Jabalia had evacuated on
November 19.[9]

Israeli forces clashed with Palestinian militia fighters along the western border of
Jabalia refugee camp and neighborhood on November 20. The al Quds Brigades claimed to
fire tandem shells and bombs at Israeli military vehicles to the west side of Jabalia refugee

camp.[10] The al Agsa Martyrs’ Brigades—the self-proclaimed militant wing of Fatah—and al Quds
Brigades conducted a combined operation attacking three Israeli armored vehicles and soldiers in the
Sheikh Radwan area southwest of Jabalia refugee camp.[11] Hamas’ military spokesperson Abu
Obeida stated that fighters from the al Qassem Brigades—the militant wing of Hamas—clashed with
Israeli troops west of the Jabalia refugee camp and in the Sheikh Radwan neighborhood.[12]

Hamas and other Palestinian militia fighters attacked the IDF behind the Israeli
forward line of advance, which is consistent with the nature of clearing operations. The
IDF said that its forces engaged in hand-to-hand battles against militants to defeat the Hamas
Zaytoun Battalion, operating in the Zaytoun area on November 20.[13] The al Quds Brigades fired
rocket-propelled grenades and clashed with Israeli soldiers in the Zaytoun area in the middle of the
Gaza Strip near the Gaza Wadi.[14] Obeida stated that al Qassem Brigades fighters fired mortars and
detonated IEDs targeting Israeli forces advancing south of the Zaytoun area.[15] The al Quds
Brigades claimed its fighters killed and wounded six Israeli soldiers in clashes as Israeli forces
attempted to advance from west of Beit Lahia.[16]

Israeli forces have arrested over 300 militant fighters in the Gaza Strip since the start
of the war.[17] The Israeli forces received information on the locations of underground tunnels,
warehouses, weapons, and methods and that Hamas camouflaged civilian facilities through interviews
with the detained militia fighters.[18] IDF forces conducted an airstrike to kill three al Qassem
Brigades company commanders in the Gaza Strip on November 20.[19]
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Reported Israeli Ground Operations in the
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#*ISW-CTP's "Reported Israeli Clearing Operations” layer uses the US military's doetrinal definition of clearing which 1s an operation that "requires
the commander to remove all enemy forces and eliminate organized resistance within an assigned area." Clearing operations frequently take weeks
and sometimes months to complete

Palestinian militias conducted seven indirect fire attacks from the Gaza Strip into
Israel on November 20. The al Quds Brigades claimed that it launched three mortar attacks and
one rocket attack targeting southern Israel.[20] The al Qassem Brigades said that it launched two
rocket attacks targeting Israel, including one salvo targeting Tel Aviv.[21] Unspecified Palestinian
militia fighters fired one rocket salvo targeting Ashdod.[22]
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Recorded reports of rocket attacks; CTP-ISW cannot independently verify impact.
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Axis of Resistance campaign objectives:
o Draw IDF assets and resources toward the West Bank and fix them there

Palestinian militia fighters engaged Israeli forces in eight small arms clashes across the
West Bank on November 20. The Jericho Battalion of the al Quds Brigades said that its fighters
clashed with Israeli forces near Jericho.[23] The Salfit Battalion (the Martyr Omar Abu Laila
Battalion) claimed that it attacked two civilian vehicles driven by Israeli settlers near al Zawiya, West
Bank.[24] The Salfit Battalion announced its establishment in March 2023.[25] It does not publicly
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acknowledge any affiliation with other Palestinian militia groups. Unspecified Palestinian militia
fighters engaged in six small arms clashes with Israeli forces, primarily near Hebron, on November
20. CTP-ISW did not record any IED attacks in the West Bank for the first time since November 11.

Hamas and the Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine (PFLP) continue to call for
attacks against Israeli soldiers and civilians in the West Bank. West Bank-focused Hamas
leader Abdul Rahman Shadid called on the West Bank to mobilize in support of Gaza and the al Agsa
Flood operation.[26] Shadid has previously called on West Bank Palestinians to “escalate” against
Israel since October 7.[27] The PFLP issued statements on November 19-20 calling for the Palestinian
Authority’s security services to join the PFLP in conducting attacks on Israeli forces.[28] The PFLP
previously called for violence against Israeli civilians on November 9 and November 14.[29]

CTP-ISW recorded one demonstration against Israel in Hebron following IDF raids there.[30]

Local media in the West Bank reported that Israeli forces arrested 47 people on November
20.[31] The IDF said that it arrested 16 “wanted persons,” including two Hamas members, in the West

Bank.[32]
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Axis of Resistance campaign objectives:
o Draw IDF assets and resources toward northern Israel and fix them there
o Set conditions for successive campaigns into northern Israel

CTP-ISW recorded 18 attacks on November 20 into Israeli territory from
Lebanon.[33] This rate is slightly above the weekly average of 15 attacks per

day. Lebanese Hezbollah (LH) and other unidentified militants targeted Israeli military sites along
the border in 10 of the 17 attacks.[34] LH claimed a rocket attack targeting the 91st Division barracks
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at Barranit.[35] LH claimed that its fighters fired multiple Burkan rockets at the

barracks.[36] Footage released by LH showed two rockets fired at the base, both of which landed in
the vicinity of the military facility.[37] Israeli and Palestinian media circulated footage of damage to
the military facility at Barranit caused by the rocket strike.[38]

Note: CTP-ISW refined its data layer in northern Israel to account for unspecified attack types.
Lebanese Hezbollah regularly claims attacks with “appropriate weapons.” This data is insufficient to
determine the method of attack. Attack claims citing “appropriate weapons” will be tracked as
“unspecified” until CTP-ISW can verify the type of attack.

Attacks into Northern Israel from

Lebanon as of November 20, 2023, 2:00 PM ET
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Iran and Axis of Resistance

Axis of Resistance campaign objectives:
o Demonstrate the capability and willingness of Iran and the Axis of Resistance to escalate
against the United States and Israel on multiple fronts
o Set conditions to fight a regional war on multiple fronts

The Islamic Resistance in Irag—a coalition of Iranian-backed Iraqi militias—claimed a
one-way drone attack targeting US forces at Ain al Assad airbase in Iraq on November
20.[39] The group has claimed 64 attacks on US forces stationed in Iraq and Syria since October 18.
The group most recently attacked Ain al Assad airbase on November 17, and it published footage on
November 19 of the two one-way attack drones it used in the November 17 attack.[40]

Unspecified Iranian-backed militia leaders in Syria met to discuss plans for responding
to US airstrikes in the region. The unspecified leaders discussed “escalatory steps” and how they
would respond to US airstrikes, according to a local anti-Iranian media outlet.[41] The United States
has conducted three strikes in Syria targeting Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps-affiliated groups
and infrastructure to retaliate for the rocket and drone attacks against US bases in Iraq and Syria.

Iranian-backed militia attacks have caused dozens of minor injuries among US personnel since
October 18.[42]

10 Institute for the Study of War and AEl’s Critical Threats Project 2023



Attacks against US Bases in the Middle East
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Former IRGC Commander and current Vice President for Economic Affairs Mohsen
Rezaei warned on November 19 that new fronts will open against Israel “in the coming
days.”[43] Rezaei issued the warning in an interview with the LH-affiliated outlet al

Mayadeen.[44] Rezaei is a prominent figure in the Iranian regime, having served as IRGC commander
between 1980 and 1997.[45] Rezaei also warned that the Axis of Resistance “will play a bigger role in
the future” and that Israel will not be able to “prevent the reaction of Muslim youths” if it continues its
operations in the Gaza Strip. Rezaei’s comments mirror similar warnings from other Iranian officials
about the potential expansion of the conflict since October 7. Foreign Affairs Minister Hossein Amir
Abdollahian warned on October 16, for example, that resistance groups would take “preemptive
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action” against Israel "in the coming hours.”[46] The Axis of Resistance notably did not follow
through on Abdollahian’s threat in the hours after he issued it.

IRGC-affiliated media are conducting an information operation claiming that the
Hamas attack on the Nova music festival near Kibbutz Reim on October 7 was an Israeli
false flag operation.[47] Fars and Tasnim news agencies are advancing this information line based
on debunked claims.[48] Confirmed footage demonstrates that IDF Apache helicopters engaged
Hamas fighters and not Israeli civilians on October 7.

Iranian Foreign Affairs Minister Hossein Amir Abdollahian held a phone call with his
Qatari counterpart Mohammed bin Abdulrahman bin Jassim Al Thani on November
20.[49] The two officials discussed the need for the international community to exert pressure on
Israel to discontinue its operations in the Gaza Strip. The two officials could have also discussed a
range of other topics, including Iranian access to its frozen financial assets inside Qatari

banks.[50] Iranian and Qatari officials have engaged in political coordination vis-a-vis the Israel-
Hamas war since at least October 14, as CTP-ISW previously reported.[51]
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