Russian Offensive Campaign Assessment, April 9, 2023

George Barros, Kateryna Stepanenko with Noel Mikkelsen, Thomas Bergeron, Daniel
Mealie, Will Kielm, and Mitchell Belcher

April 9, 6 pm ET

Click here to see ISW’s interactive map of the Russian invasion of Ukraine. This map is
updated daily alongside the static maps present in this report.

Click here to access ISW’s archive of interactive time-lapse maps of the Russian
invasion of Ukraine. These maps complement the static control-of-terrain map that
ISW produces daily by showing a dynamic frontline. ISW will update this time-lapse
map archive monthly.

ISW is publishing a special edition campaign assessment today, April 9. This report
discusses Russia’s religious repressions throughout occupied Ukraine since the start of
the Russian full-scale invasion of Ukraine on February 24, 2022. Russia continues to
weaponize religion in an effort to discredit Ukraine in the international arena and is
using information operations about religion to advance military objectives despite
itself committing gross violations of religious freedom in occupied Ukraine. Russia may
use the upcoming Orthodox Easter holiday on April 16 in an effort to delay Ukrainian
counteroffensives by calling for a ceasefire out of respect for the Orthodox religion
despite the fact that Russia has shown no such respect for religion in areas its forces
occupy. Russian religious persecutions are likely also part of an ongoing Russian
cultural genocide and ethnic cleansing campaign aimed at extirpating the idea of an
independent Ukrainian nationality or Ukrainian Orthodox Church.

Russian occupation authorities are likely conducting a campaign of systematic religious
persecution in occupied Ukraine. Since Russia’s full-scale invasion of Ukraine in February 2022
Russian soldiers or occupations authorities have reportedly committed at least 76 acts of religious
persecution in Ukraine.[1] Russian authorities have closed, nationalized, or forcefully converted at
least 26 places of worship to the Kremlin-controlled Russian Orthodox Church of the Moscow
Patriarchate, killed or seized at least 29 clergy or religious leaders, and looted, desecrated, or
deliberately destroyed at least 13 places of worship in occupied Ukraine.[2] These cases of religious
repression are not likely isolated incidents but rather part of a deliberate campaign to systematically
eradicate “undesirable” religious organizations in Ukraine and promote the Moscow Patriarchate.
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This study contains only a small subset of all reported Russian religious persecution events against
religious groups in Ukraine. ISW did not include events where indirect fire may have unintentionally
killed religious leaders or destroyed places of worship.[3] (This report specifically does not include all
494 religious buildings that the Russian military reportedly wholly destroyed, damaged, or looted,
according to the independent Kyiv-based Institute for Religious Freedom as of February 2023
because ISW cannot assess intentionality in all those cases, for example.)[4] The events included in
this study are drawn from reports of Russian forces — usually infantry, security personnel, or
occupation officials — deliberately coercing religious groups. This report also excludes many instances
of Russian religious repressions in areas Russian forces have occupied from spring 2014 to February
24, 2022, to focus on more recent persecutions in newly-occupied areas.

Russian authorities systematically repress religious liberty in Russia as a matter of
state policy. Russian President Vladimir Putin ratified the “Yarovaya Law” in 2016
requiring all religious organizations and churches in Russia to be registered with the Russian
government. The law bans “missionary activities,” broadly defined as preaching, praying,
disseminating religious materials, and even answering questions about religion outside of officially
state-approved sites under the pretense of precautions against “extremism” and “terrorism.”[5] The
Russian government refuses to register undesirable religious organizations it seeks to

suppress.[6] Since 2016 Russian authorities have used the Yarovaya Law‘s sweeping provisions to
prosecute American Baptist and Pentecostal missionaries operating in Russia, outlaw most Mormon
missionary work, and burn foreign-distributed Bibles not properly registered with the

state.[7] Russian authorities have persecuted several other Russian religious minorities, including
members of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness, Falun Gong members, Seventh-day
Adventists, Jehovah‘s Witnesses, Roman Catholics, Presbyterians, Methodists, Old Believers
(Pomorian Old Orthodox), Lutherans, the Ukrainian Reformed Orthodox Church, and the branch of
the Russian Orthodox Church Outside Russia (ROCOR).[8] Russian authorities jailed at least 48
Russian Jehovah‘s Witnesses in 2022, arrested and deported two American Mormon missionaries in
2019, and fined a Sochi-based Buddhist leader for organizing "collective meditation" for "about a
dozen" people in 2019.[9] Russian authorities have also targeted Russian Muslims for "illegal
missionary activities” despite the fact that Islam is legally recognized as one of Russia’s “traditional
religions” (along with Russian Orthodoxy, Judaism and Buddhism).[10]

Russia is exporting its state policies of systematic religious persecution to Russian-
occupied Ukraine. The Kremlin annexed Russian-controlled portions of Donetsk, Luhansk,
Kherson, and Zaporizhia oblasts on September 30, 2022, recognizing them as Russian federal
subjects.[11] Russian authorities enforce Russian federal laws — including the Yarovaya and other
“anti-extremist” laws — in Russian-occupied Ukraine. Russia’s Prosecutor General’s Office declared
four evangelical Christian groups from Latvia and Ukraine "undesirable" organizations in 2021,
effectively banning the organizations in Russia.[12] Russian authorities in occupied Melitopol raided a
Ukrainian evangelical pastor’s home in August 2022 and accused the pastor of being associated with
the same undesirable organizations that Russian authorities banned in Russia 2021.[13] The Russian
Ministry of Internal Affairs in occupied Kherson Oblast reported that it eliminated an underground
Jehovah’s Witnesses congregation in Novosofivka, Kherson Oblast, in January 2023.[14] The officials
reported that Russian authorities found over 4,000 pieces of “forbidden literature” in the Jehovah’s
Witnesses' possession and emphasized that Russian law designates Jehovah’s Witnesses as an
extremist organization banned in Russia.[15] A Ukrainian Baptist congregation in Chernihivka
regained permission to use its seized building after the congregants sent deed documents to Russian
occupation authorities - possibly as part of the church’s reregistration under the Yarovaya. Law.[16]
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Russian occupation officials have been repressing Ukrainian religious communities in
proxy republics in eastern Ukraine and in illegally occupied Crimea since 2014. Former
Donetsk People’s Republic (DNR) Head Oleksandr Zakharchenko declared in May 2015 that
Ukrainian Orthodox Church (OCU) members, Greek Catholics, and Evangelical Christians were
“sectarians” within the DNR.[17] Zakharchenko announced that occupation authorities would only
recognize the Russian Orthodox Church Moscow Patriarchate, Catholicism, Islam, and Judaism.
Occupation authorities forced many religious groups to reregister under the Russian Yarovaya law,
bureaucratically eradicating religions such as Jehovah’s Witnesses and the Muslim group Hizb ut-
Tahir.[18] A Russian court ordered the only remaining Ukrainian Orthodox Church in Russia to be
demolished at the expense of the Ukrainian diocese in 2019.[19]

Moscow’s religious persecution campaign seeks to eradicate the Autocephalous
(independent) Orthodox Church of Ukraine (OCU), which Moscow views as schismatic
despite the decision by the Ecumenical Patriarch of Constantinople in 2019 granting the
Ukrainian Orthodox Church its independence from the Moscow Patriarchate. Russian
occupation authorities are likely systematically eliminating OCU churches in occupied Ukraine. ISW’s
research found that 34 percent of the reported persecution events targeted the OCU, making it the
single most targeted religious group. The high percentage of persecution events aimed at the OCU is
not surprising on the one hand because it is the most popular confession in Ukraine. It is surprising
on the other hand because the Kremlin has been posturing as the defender of Christianity in general
and Eastern Orthodoxy in particular.[20] Witness reports indicate that Russian authorities are
seemingly targeting the OCU for its Ukrainianess. The Russians pursued such targeted attacks on the
OCU even during the short-lived Russian partial occupation of Kyiv Oblast early in the war,
suggesting that this targeting was an intentional component of the Russian invasion from the
outset.[21]
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Russian occupation officials are systematically seizing UOC property to transfer to the Moscow
Patriarchate and are eliminating worship in the Ukrainian language. The synod of the Russian
Orthodox Church issued a decision to officially annex the OCU’s dioceses in Dzhankoi, Simferopol,
and Feodosia in Crimea on June 7, 2022, “out of the need to maintain an effective canonical and
administrative connection with the central church authorities.”[22] Six Russian FSB agents raided an
OCU church in Melitopol, detained and deported its priest for conducting the liturgy in the Ukrainian
language, and then closed the church in November 2022.[23] Russian authorities have converted
several OCU churches in occupied Ukraine to the Moscow Patriarchate.[24] The full extent of Russian
efforts to forcibly convert Ukrainians in occupied territories to Russian Orthodoxy is unclear. Russian
occupation authorities have made no explicit statement allowing the OCU to coexist with the Russian
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Orthodox Church in occupied Ukraine, which is alarming given the documented instances of
repression and forced conversion of OCU churches.
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Russian occupation forces have also targeted other denominations that are distinctly
culturally Ukrainian. Russian forces captured two Ukrainian Greek Catholic priests in Berdyansk
in November 2022, deporting them and effectively closing the main Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church
in Melitopol in December 2022.[25] Russian soldiers arrested a Protestant pastor and closed his
congregation in Melitopol, reportedly because of his pro-Ukrainian views.[26]

Russia’s campaign also represses Ukraine's Protestant minority. Available open-source
reporting indicates that the most common victims of Russian religious persecution after Ukrainian
Orthodox are Protestants, particularly evangelical Baptists. Protestants of all denominations were the
victims of 34 percent of the reported persecution events that ISW observed. Baptists made up 13
percent of victims — the largest single group after Ukrainian Orthodox. ISW observed reports of
persecutions of Baptists near the occupied cities of Severodonetsk, Lysychansk, Mariupol, and
Melitopol. Russian forces’ persecution of Protestants is most intense in southern Ukraine. Protestants
were the victims of 35 percent and 48 percent of the reported persecution events in occupied Kherson
and Zaporizhia oblasts respectively. Protestants suffered two-thirds of the reported repression events
in occupied Mariupol City.

Reported Incidents of Russian Religious Persecution Against Ukrainians in Southern Ukraine Between
February 24, 2022 - April 9, 2023 (Persecuted Denominations and Sects)
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Reported Incidents of Russian Religious Persecution Against Ukrainians in Southern Ukraine Between
February 24, 2022 - April 9, 2023 (Persecution Events by Type)
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Witness reports indicate that Russian soldiers’ conduct towards Protestants in
occupied Ukraine is brutal. Russian troops commandeered a Kherson-based Ukrainian
evangelical Baptist educational institute from March - November 2022 and established a garrison and
crematorium there to cremate killed Russian soldiers.[27] The institute’s rector stated that Russian
soldiers repeatedly harassed the Baptists, calling them “American spies,” “sectarians,” and “enemies
of the Russian Orthodox people.”[28] One Russian officer reportedly told workers at the institute,
“Evangelical believers like you should be completely destroyed...a simple shooting will be too easy for
you. You need to be buried alive,” and another Russian solider reportedly said, “We will bury [Baptist]
sectarians like you.”[29] Russian soldiers raided and closed another Baptist Church in Chkalove,
Zaporizhia Oblast, in September 2022.[30] Congregants reported that armed Russian soldiers
interrupted their worship service and stated, "Your feet will not be here after the referendum. We
have only one faith, Orthodoxy."[31] Russia’s Yarovaya Law does not recognize Protestantism as a
“traditional religion” and imposes regulations on its practice.[32]
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Russia’s systematic religious persecution supports a larger Russian campaign of
cultural genocide against Ukraine. ISW has previously assessed that Russia is conducting mass
deportations of Ukrainian children and depopulating Ukrainian territory in what likely amounts to a
deliberate ethnic cleansing campaign.[33] ISW has assessed that this ethnic cleansing campaign is
part of a larger Kremlin campaign of cultural genocide that seeks to eradicate the notion of a unique
Ukrainian cultural identity. Ethnic cleansing has not been specified as a crime under international
law, but a United Nations Commission of Experts has described ethnic cleansing as “a purposeful
policy designed by one ethnic or religious group to remove by violent and terror-inspiring means the
civilian population of another ethnic or religious group from certain geographic areas.[34] The
Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide declares that genocide
includes “acts committed with intent to destroy, in whole or in part, a national, ethnical, racial or
religious group.” This definition aligns with current Russian efforts to eliminate “undesirable”
Ukrainian religious groups in occupied Ukrainian territories.[35] Russian deliberate attacks and
vandalism against places of worship in occupied Ukraine may also constitute war crimes.[36]

The Kremlin continues an information operation aimed at falsely portraying Russia as
a religiously tolerant state while deliberately repressing religious freedoms in

Ukraine. Putin consistently presents Russia as the defender of traditional “Christian values” that also
supports Orthodox, Islam, Judaism, and Buddhism religions.[37] The Kremlin uses this information
operation to accuse Ukraine of religious intolerance towards the Moscow Patriarchate and gain favor
with religious communities worldwide. This information operation is at odds with Russian religious
repressions on the ground. The Ukrainian Ministry of Reintegration’s indicated that Russians have
reduced religious diversity by over 50 percent in Crimea, for example.[38] The Kremlin continues
to use long-standing false narratives that the Ukrainian government is oppressing
religious liberties as a moral justification for its refusal to negotiate with Ukraine,
likely in the hopes of turning international public opinion against Ukraine.[39] The
Kremlin is especially keen on accusing the Ukrainian government of persecuting the Ukrainian
Orthodox Church Moscow Patriarchate (UOC MP).[40]

The UOC MP is not an independent religious organization but rather an extension of
the Russian state and an instrument of Russian hybrid warfare.[41] The UOC MP is the
Kremlin-controlled Russian Orthodox Church’s subordinate element in Ukraine. The UOC MP
provided material support for Russia’s initial invasion of Crimea and Eastern Ukraine in

2014.[42] Russian soldiers used UOC MP churches as military storage depots, garrisons, field
hospitals, and even fighting positions during Russia’s full-scale invasion of Ukraine in 2022.[43] One
UOC MP priest in Lysychansk, Luhansk Oblast, collected information on his OCU clergy rivals and
gave instructions to Russian soldiers to murder a Ukrainian priest.[44] Russian forces have reportedly
gone out of their way to punish individual UOC MP priests in Ukraine who were not fully cooperative
with Russian forces. Russian troops reportedly searched the UOC MP Alexander Nevsky Cathedral in
Melitopol in February 2023 to register UOC MP priests who refused to pray for the Russian military’s
success in Ukraine or for Russian Orthodox Church Head Patriarch Kirill’s health.[45] Russian
soldiers reportedly abducted a UOC MP priest who actively distributed humanitarian aid to Ukrainian
civilians in Kherson City in April 2022.[46] Russia will continue to weaponize the UOC MP
and religion to incite social tensions in Ukraine and influence battlefield realities.

The Kremlin may call for a ceasefire around Orthodox Easter on April 16 as it did for
Orthodox Christmas in January 2023.[47] The Kremlin has selectively called for ceasefires
around religious holidays to influence the situation on the frontlines. The Kremlin, for example,

” ne

refused a ceasefire during Orthodox Easter of 2022” "in order not to give the Kyiv nationalists a
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break" during the Battle of Mariupol.[48] The Kremlin likely refused a ceasefire because Russian
forces still held the initiative on the frontlines at the time, but sought a ceasefire months later over
Orthodox Christmas to obtain additional time to prepare Russian forces for the winter offensive. The
Kremlin may call for an Easter ceasefire because such a pause would disproportionately benefit
Russian troops and allow them to secure their gains in urban Bakhmut and to prepare defenses
against Ukraine’s spring 2023 counteroffensive

Putin may call for a ceasefire to frame Ukraine as unaccommodating and unwilling to take the
necessary steps towards negotiations. A ceasefire on religious grounds additionally reinforces the two-
fold Russian information operation that frames Ukraine as suppressing religious groups and positions
Putin as the true protector of the Christian faith. The invocation of a ceasefire on distinctly religious
grounds in line with Eastern Orthodox Christian tradition is a subcomponent of this information
operation. No combatant is obligated to accept a ceasefire on religious or any other grounds, however.
Should Russia offer and Ukraine refuse a ceasefire over Orthodox Easter the Kremlin will not thereby
have demonstrated any greater devotion to the defense of Christianity or Christian values nor shown
that Kyiv rejects those values. Putin will merely have demonstrated, once again, his cynicism.

Supporters of international religious liberty should support Ukraine’s efforts to
liberate its territories. Religious freedom in Ukraine — especially the freedom of religious
minorities — are far better defended in Ukrainian-controlled territories than in Russia or Russian-
occupied Ukrainian lands. The US Commission on International Religious Freedom (USCIRF) found
that Russia is one of the worst violators of religious freedoms due to its restrictive state policies and
prosecution of peaceful religious activities that are legal under Ukrainian law.[49] Ukraine’s
Evangelical Baptist community, for example, expanded to encompass 2,272 churches and over
113,000 believers between 1991 and 2017.[50] Conversely, the Russian government has effectively
outlawed foreign missionary work in Russia and persecuted Baptists along with many other
Protestant sects since 2016.[51] Russia’s campaign of religious repression relentlessly targets
Ukrainian churches and “undesirable” Russian minorities in occupied Ukraine on a systematic basis.
Russian forces will likely intensify this campaign and seek to eradicate religious organizations
independent of Kremlin control, as Russian forces have done with Crimea’s Muslim Crimean Tatar
population since occupying the peninsula in 2014.[52]

Key inflections in ongoing military operations on April 9:

o Russian sources reacted with outrage to Russian authorities charging “Union
of Donbas Volunteers” member Yuri Yevich with discrediting Russian
forces.[53] Russian sources claimed that Russian Ministry of Internal Affairs
officials accused Yevich of delivering a tactical medicine class to Rosgvardia
employees that negatively portrayed Russian forces in Ukraine.[54]

o Wagner financier Yevgeny Prigozhin directly criticized the Russian Foreign
Ministry’s approach to Russia’s presidency of the United Nations Security
Council (UNSC) and offered his own list of agenda items for the UNSC, likely a
demonstrative act aimed at supporting his standing in the Russian
ultranationalist community and furthering his oblique efforts to portray
himself as a suitable president of Russia at some point in the future.[55]

e Ukrainian Joint Press Center of the Tavriisk Direction Head Colonel Oleksiy
Dmytrashkivskyi stated that Russian forces have concentrated 113 battalion
tactical groups (BTGs) in the Zaporizhia direction and 205 BTGs in the
Donetsk direction.[56]
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Russian forces conducted limited ground attacks on the Kupyansk-Svatove-
Kreminna line.[57] Ukrainian Eastern Group of Forces Spokesperson Serhiy
Cherevaty stated that seven engagements occurred in these directions.[58]
Russian forces continued to conduct ground attacks in and around Bakhmut,
and on the Avdiivka-Donetsk City line.[59] Cherevaty stated that Russian
Airborne (VDV) forces have appeared in Bakhmut.[60] Russian forces likely
made marginal gains in southern Bakhmut on April 9.[61]

A Russian milblogger claimed that Ukrainian forces conducted a
reconnaissance-in-force operation in western Zaporizhia Oblast.[62]

Head of the independent Russian human rights organization “Rus
Sidyashchaya” (Russia Behind Bars) Olga Romanova claimed on April 8 that
convict recruits have begun signing 18-month contracts with the Russian
Ministry of Defense (MoD).[63]

Russian occupation officials are likely continuing to use medical relocation
schemes to deport Ukrainian children to Russia. Luhansk People’s Republic
(LNR) Head Leonid Pasechnik claimed that Russian medical specialists have
examined more than 94,000 children in Luhansk Oblast and that occupation
officials have sent thousands of children from Luhansk Oblast to Russian
federal clinics, the majority of which are likely in Russia.[64]
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ua/en/invaders-deport-a-priest-and-parishioners-from-bakhmut_n137220; https://spzh dot
news/en/news/72159-in-bakhmut-a-uoc-priest-saves-hundreds-of-people-risking-his-life;
https://bahmut dot in dot ua/novosti/59-heroi/4383-okupanty-vyvezly-zi-stupok-sviashchennyka-
razom-z-prykhozhanamy; https://odessa-journal dot com/russian-military-killed-an-ocu-clergyman-
in-the-kyiv-region/; https://risu dot ua/ru/v-kievskoj-oblasti-okkupanty-rasstrelyali-
svyashchennika-kapellana-pcu_n126540; http://radiomaria dot org dot ua/okupanti-vbili-troh-
nashih-svyashennikiv-vladika-vstratii-zorya-11616; https://www dot facebook dot com/permalink dot
php?story_fbid=10161578624643146&i1d=825148145; https://www dot facebook dot com/profile dot
php?id=100003646214753; https://www dot 0569 dot com dot ua/news/3341644/rozstrilanij-
agresorami-svasennik-pcu-maksim-kozacina-vihodec-z-novomoskovsini; https://aleteia dot
org/2022/03/25/details-emerge-of-russian-killing-of-priest-in-ukraine/; http://radiomaria dot org
dot ua/okupanti-vbili-troh-nashih-svyashennikiv-vladika-vstratii-zorya-11616; https://www dot bbc
dot com/news/world-europe-60778909; https://www dot facebook dot
com/2014823481927116/posts/4948935198515915/?d=n; https://www dot facebook dot
com/Orthodox dot in dot Ukraine/posts/4965946040148164; https://rus dot Ib dot
ua/society/2022/03/13/509378_volnovahe_rossiyskie_voennie_ubili dot html; https://www dot
ukrinform dot ua/rubric-regions/3429111-u-berdansku-zagarbniki-arestuvali-ta-vivezli-svasennika-
pcu-u-nevidomomu-napramku dot html; https://www dot facebook dot com/pcu dot zp dot
eparchy/posts/5310180895680067; https://Ib dot
ua/society/2022/03/14/509477_v_okupovanomu_berdyansku dot html; https://www dot forum18
dot org/archive dot php?article_id=2768; https://www dot forum18 dot org/archive dot
php?article_id=2816; https://www dot forum18 dot org/archive dot php?article_id=2816;
https://www dot forum18 dot org/archive dot php?article_id=2790; https://www dot forum18 dot
org/archive dot php?article_id=2790; https://www dot christianpost dot com/news/mission-eurasia-
ministry-center-blown-up-in-ukraine dot html; https://www dot christianpost dot
com/news/mission-eurasia-ministry-center-blown-up-in-ukraine dot html; https://www dot youtube
dot com/watch?v=CCgbwdlDqck&feature=youtu dot be; https://releaseinternational dot
org/ukraine-evangelical-leader-and-son-tortured-and-killed-by-russian-forces/; https://khpg dot
org/en/1608811453; https://investigator dot org dot ua/ua/news-2/249119/; https://df dot
news/2022/12/14/u-berdiansku-okupanty-vykraly-pastora-ievanhelistskoi-tserkvy/; https://df dot
news/2023/02/08/u-lysychansku-rosijski-okupanty-zabraly-dim-molytvy-protestantiv/;
https://slovoproslovo dot info/u-luhanskiy-oblasti-okupanty-zabraly-dim-molytvy-baptystiv-
preobrazhennya/; https://www dot baptyst dot com/u-lysychansku-rosijski-vijskovi-zabraly-dim-
molytvy/; https://ui dot org dot ua/en/postcard/church-of-the-ascension-of-the-lord-2/; https://df
dot news/2022/10/01/na-khersonshchyni-okupanty-vykradaiut-liudej-znyk-pastor/; https://df dot
news,/2022/04/02/okupanty-u-khersoni-vykraly-sviashchenyka-upts-mp/; https://www2 dot cbn
dot com/news/cwn/miraculous-escape-ukrainian-pastor-survives-russian-imprisonment-and-takes-
family-freedom; https://df dot news/2023/03/07/okupanty-pryvlasnyly-dytiachyj-tsentr-kongresu-
musulman-ukrainy-u-henichesku/; https://islam dot in dot ua/ua/novyny-u-krayini/okupanty-u-
genichesku-zahopyly-dytyachyy-centr-kongresu-musulman-ukrayiny; https://www dot facebook dot
com/permalink dot

php?story_ fbid=pfbido24iM8Bdhin6cAqTDhJE9ZMGLJLrwEqkmLqf2NsJwdbM2hQy8zCe2AGRFz
3QPT67Lpl&id=100012393078149; https://df dot news/2023/02/05/okupanty-vyvezly-v-
nevidomomu-napriamku-sviashchennyka-ptsu-na-khersonshchyni/; https://suspilne dot
media/375506-na-hersonsini-rosijski-okupanti-vikrali-svasennika/; https://ru dot krymr dot
com/a/novosti-priazovya-pravoslavnaya-tserkov-ukrainy-okkupatsiya-pytki/32028623 dot html;
https://t dot me/VGA_Kherson/6309; https://www dot baptyst dot com/u-lugansku-rosijski-
vijskovi-vidibraly-molytovnyj-
budynok/?fbclid=IwARo0sn63ffX3hkwd4c8cyTYc3Qe50rEYUVS1W51NUzPzYTVLPciPXHoX{fOHI;
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https://t dot me/baptystsUA/1874; https://df dot news/2023/02/02/okupanty-zabrala-dim-
molytvy-baptystiv-emmanuil-u-luhansku/; https://slovoproslovo dot info/u-sichni-rosiyska-armiya-
zabrala-dim-molytvy-baptystiv-emmanuil-u-luhansku/; https://irf dot in dot
ua/files/publications/2022 dot 09-IRF-Ukraine-report-UKR dot pdf; https://www dot youtube dot
com/watch?v=SPBeKYhgdM4; https://irf dot in dot ua/files/publications/2022 dot 09-IRF-Ukraine-
report-UKR dot pdf; https://www dot pomisna dot info/uk/vsi-novyny/rosijski-vijska-vzyaly-v-
zaruchnyky-svyashhennyka-ptsu/; https://www dot facebook dot com/Vyacheslav dot
Abroskin/posts/2858461364446519; https://nv dot ua/ukr/odesa/odeskogo-svyashchennika-
virozuba-yakiy-narazi-perebuvaye-u-rosiyskomu-poloni-katuyut-abroskin-50231317 dot html;
https://nv dot ua/ukr/ukraine/events/svyashchenik-pcu-pro-katuvannya-u-rosiyskomu-poloni-
rozpovid-vasilya-virozuba-novini-ukrajini-50261805 dot html; https://www dot golosameriki dot
com/a/ukraine-clergy-russian-target/6536255 dot html; https://www dot citychurch dot ee/five-
members-of-local-churches-were-killed-in-mariupol-two-were-taken-prisoner/; https://www dot
facebook dot com/BaptistsofUkraine/photos/a dot 201599489870384/5151656004864683/;
https://slovoproslovo dot info/dim-molitvi-u-chernigivtsi-divom-bulo-povernuto-gromadi/;
https://slovoproslovo dot info/sche-odin-dim-molitvi-hristiyan-zabrali-okupanti-na-zaporizhzhi/;
https://t dot me/baptystsUA/1569; https://df dot news/2022/10/08/nichoho-sviatoho-iak-
okupanty-vykorystovuvaly-budivli-pravoslavnykh-khramiv/; https://df dot
news/2022/10/08/nichoho-sviatoho-iak-okupanty-vykorystovuvaly-budivli-pravoslavnykh-
khramiv/; https://df dot news/2022/10/08/nichoho-sviatoho-iak-okupanty-vykorystovuvaly-
budivli-pravoslavnykh-khramiv/; https://www dot volyn dot com dot ua/news/236563-moliatsia-u-
khrami-iakyi-okupanty-zrobyly-kativneiu-dlia-selian; https://df dot news/2022/10/08/nichoho-
sviatoho-iak-okupanty-vykorystovuvaly-budivli-pravoslavnykh-khramiv/; https://investigator dot
org dot ua/ua/news-2/244047/; https://df dot news/2022/06/20/u-melitopoli-ozbroieni-okupanty-
vykraly-sviashchennyka-pid-chas-molytvy/; https://t dot me/baptystsUA/1649; https://www dot
facebook dot

com/BaptistsofUkraine/posts/pfbido2LGGKjRVndabcALTkgotGZpF6jgX5Wwiqwoygj6 MtwKtTd4Z
Pym726ti2GBnKpvRsl; https://slovoproslovo dot info/rosiyski-okupanti-spalili-baptistskiy-dim-
molitvi-na-luganschini/; https://df dot news/2022/11/15/u-melitopoli-okupanty-zaboronyly-
provodyty-sluzhbu-u-khramakh-ukrainskoiu/; https://df dot news/2022/11/15/u-melitopoli-
okupanty-zaboronyly-provodyty-sluzhbu-u-khramakh-ukrainskoiu/; https://cerkva dot kharkov dot
ua/novini/he/3125 dot html; https://2day dot kh dot ua/ua/kharkow/okupanty-rozmistyly-hospital-
u-khrami-na-kharkivshchyni; https://2day dot kh dot ua/ua/kharkow/yak-vyhlyadaye-khram-na-
kharkivshchyni-u-yakomu-zhyly-okupanty; https://df dot news/2022/11/23/rosijski-okupanty-
vykorystaly-ikony-na-ukrainskij-tserkvi-iak-misheni/; https://twitter dot
com/Khers_ON/status/1592781606619877378?t=RITUJ8-JBdiby3N2vnEo0g&s=35. https://ru dot
krymr dot com/a/novosti-priazovya-pravoslavnaya-tserkov-ukrainy-okkupatsiya-pytki/32028623 dot
html; https://df dot news/2022/03/30/okupanty-vidpustyly-sviashchenyka-ptsu-z-khersona/;
https://www dot facebook dot com/107585091917625/posts/136375202371947; https://tsn dot
ua/ukrayina/u-zaporizkiy-oblasti-okupanti-vikrali-golovu-pomisnoyi-cerkvi-2090524 dot html;
https://df dot news/2022/06/19/na-zaporizhzhi-okupanty-vykraly-pastora-khrystyian-baptystiv/;
https://www dot facebook dot
com/oboronazp/posts/pfbidoBHdqGk42MToMxHC1TP61XfZvCRSHur31thkbQYASRx5eK7rLuDqp3j
WisHUpU4L1Ll; https://investigator dot org dot ua/ua/publication/248063/; https://df dot
news/2022/05/13/okupanty-vykraly-sviashchenyka-ptsu-na-zaporizhzhi/; https://www dot facebook
dot com/pcu dot zp dot
eparchy/posts/pfbido2acy1Wyq3H2WtwVSkGQJ4j1SptJfLGbhXvRsgRLuSTz2gGg197msptRzrVbuft
351; https://glavcom dot ua/country/incidents/okupanti-vzyali-v-polon-nastoyatelya-hramu-v-
zaporizkiy-oblasti-845062 dot html; https://suspilne dot media/272473-u-melitopoli-ta-kirilivci-
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pisla-vibuhiv-na-rosijskih-vijskovih-obektah-okupanti-posilili-represii-proti-miscevih/; https://df
dot news/2022/08/19/okupanty-obshukovuvaly-khram-ptsu-na-melitopolshchyni/; https://df dot
news/2022/12/14/u-berdiansku-okupanty-vykraly-pastora-ievanhelistskoi-tserkvy/;
https://vsirazom dot ua/news/u-okupovanomu-melitopoli-vykraly-dmytra-bodyu-pastora-czerkvy-
slovo-zhyttya-zvyazku-iz-nym-nemaye-vzhe-kilka-dniv; https://www dot facebook dot
com/RDTerritorialDefenseForcesNorth/posts/124343463494356; https://df dot
news/2022/11/07/rosijski-okupanty-pryzupynyly-diialnist-spilnoty-menonitiv-v-molochansku/;
https://slovoproslovo dot info/v-okupovanomu-molochansku-okupanti-u-tserkvi-vidibrali-tserkovni-
budivli/; https://www dot facebook dot
com/alexoksana/posts/pfbidoN2A4BZNB2wPWT9UV5tncAH80LbaxqkNEU8Yg626jUNaxWdK664Y
sJDNDrvpYfpppl

[2] https://www dot slavicsac dot com/2022/10/14/grace-church-ukraine/; https://df dot
news/2022/09/14/u-melitopoli-okupanty-zakhopyly-shche-odnu-protestantsku-tserkvu/;
https://www dot facebook dot com/photo dot php?fbid=6034227813273233&set=a dot
311073582255380&type=3; https://slovoproslovo dot info/ru/russkie-okkupanty-v-melitopole-
terrorizirovali-i-pytali-aktivistov-sluzhiteley-tserkvey-i-mera/; https://vsirazom dot ua/news/u-
melitopoli-okupanty-zakryly-odnu-z-najbilshyh-yevangelskyh-czerkov-blagodat;
https://premierchristian dot news/us/news/article/ukraine-pro-russian-forces-shutting-down-
churches-arresting-pastors; https://vom dot com dot au/ukraine-pastors-detained-and-church-
buildings-seized-in-melitopol-and-mariupol/; https://ria-m dot
tv/news/301269/bili_tak_chto_rodnoy_otets_ne_uznal_syina_pastor_iz_melitopolya_rasskazal_o
_zverstvah_ okkupantov_ (video_foto) dot html; https://ria-m dot
tv/news/294080/v_melitopole_okkupantyi_ukrali_u_prihojan_tserkov dot html;
https://premierchristian dot news/us/news/article/ukraine-pro-russian-forces-shutting-down-
churches-arresting-pastors; https://vom dot com dot au/ukraine-pastors-detained-and-church-
buildings-seized-in-melitopol-and-mariupol/; https://wordandway dot org/2022/10/11/baptist-
pastor-wife-kidnapped-in-ukraine/; https://svobodnoe dot fm/news/; https://df dot
news/2022/10/23/okupanty-zvilnyly-pastora-leonida-ponomarova-ta-joho-druzhynu/; https://risu
dot ua/en/invaders-closed-the-baptist-house-of-prayer-in-the-zaporizhia-region_n132455;
https://slovoproslovo dot info/okupanti-zakrili-dim-molitvi-baptistiv-v-okupovaniy-chastini-
zaporizkoi-oblasti/; https://releaseinternational dot org/ukraine-evangelical-leader-and-son-
tortured-and-killed-by-russian-forces/; https://khpg dot org/en/1608811453; https://investigator
dot org dot ua/ua/news-2/249119/; https://investigator dot org dot ua/ua/news-2/249119/;
https://risu dot ua/ru/v-hersonskoj-oblasti-rossiyane-pohitili-i-ubili-diakona-cerkvi-hve-i-ego-
syna_n134334; https://investigator dot org dot ua/ua/news-2/249119/; https://t dot
me/andriyshTime/1593; https://zn dot ua/ukr/ CULTURE/u-mariupoli-okupanti-spalili-vsi-knihi-z-
biblioteki-khramu-petra-mohili-sered-nikh-buli-unikalni-primirniki-andrjushchenko dot html;
https://ui dot org dot ua/en/postcard/cathedral-of-st-petro-mohyla/; https://holodomormuseum
dot org dot ua/en/news/in-mariupol-the-occupiers-burned-all-the-books-from-the-library-of-the-
church-of-petro-mohyla/; https://www dot pravda dot com dot ua/news/2022/06/26/7354689/;
http://radiomaria dot org dot ua/okupanti-vbili-troh-nashih-svyashennikiv-vladika-vstratii-zorya-
11616; https://www dot bbc dot com/news/world-europe-60778909; https://irf dot in dot
ua/files/publications/2022 dot 09-IRF-Ukraine-report-ENG dot pdf;
https://acninternationalorg/two-catholic-priests-arrested-in-ukraine/; https://catholicreview dot
org/ukrainian-archdiocese-demands-release-of-priests-taken-by-russian-troops/; https://www dot
youtube dot com/watch?v=RpDJ59MW4Fo; https://sprotyv dot mod dot gov dot
ua/2023/01/26/rosiyany-peresliduyut-protestantski-konfesiyi-na-tot/; https://ria-m dot
tv/ua/news/311653/u_melitopoli_svyascheniki_moskovskogo_ patriarhatu_rozpuskayut_diki_chutk
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i_pro_zahoplennya_ zaporijjya dot html; https://crimean-solidarity dot
org/news/2022/04/11/prokuratura-dzhankoya-zavela-delo-na-emira-medzhitova-izza-otsutstviya-
licenzii-na-provedenie-namaza--2084?fbclid=IwAR1LpUNVRtPEPRQmt_JPgNOIhLKnTQjc2fEyQ-
RX-ncywo89HFkD4x04Soc; https://ru dot krymr dot com/a/krym-kladbishche-krymskikh-tatar-
bakhchisaray/31822218 dot html; https://islam dot in dot ua/ua/novyny-u-krayini/styl-okupanta-
na-misci-starovynnogo-kladovyshcha-u-krymu-oblashtovuyut-zonu; https://df dot
news/2023/03/26/okupanty-zakhopyly-khram-ptsu-pid-melitopolem/; https://mig dot com dot
ua/na-zaporizhzhi-v-seli-pid-melitopolem-okupanty-vkraly-tserkvu/; https://ria dot
ru/20221110/ikony-1830422149 dot html; https://sprotyv dot mod dot gov dot
ua/2022/11/10/rosiyany-rozgrabuvaly-ukrayinsku-czerkvu-v-energodari/; https://sprotyv dot mod
dot gov dot ua/2022/11/10/rosiyany-rozgrabuvaly-ukrayinsku-czerkvu-v-
energodari/?fbclid=IwAR2Ep3APaXhxNMcF8aoLbQXfnuzK2KJir4 M-
dMmr7HfQZ9SS1NliUGmgxoc; https://df dot news/2022/09/01/u-khersoni-rosijski-okupanty-
zakhopyly-khram-ptsu-na-terytorii-likarni/; https://ugcc dot ua/en/data/a-ukrainian-greek-catholic-
priest-from-melitopol-i-didnt-want-to-survive-i-wanted-to-live-to-the-fullest-even-under-the-given-
circumstances-208/; https://risu dot ua/en/the-head-of-the-ugcc-kisses-the-hand-of-a-priest-
rescued-from-occupied-melitopol_n134595; https://ria-m dot
tv/news/313529/nadeli_meshok_na_golovu_i_posadili_v_mashinu_svyaschennik_rasskazal_kak_
ego_deportirovali_iz_melitopolya_ (foto) dot html; https://www dot christianitytoday dot
com/news/2023/february/ukrainian-churches-damaged-russia-war-religious-freedom-irf dot html;
https://www dot youtube dot com/watch?v=IXVCx0G57bo&t=7s; https://t dot me/baptystsUA/17209;
https://www dot facebook dot com/orthodox dot christian dot news/posts/oleksandr-kislyuk-
professor-of-the-church-slavonic-and-greek-languages-of-the-ky/3488865628006687/;
https://glavcom dot ua/country/incidents/u-buchi-okupanti-vbili-naukovcya-perekladacha-829798
dot html; https://ria-m dot

tv/ua/news/311653/u_melitopoli_svyascheniki_moskovskogo_ patriarhatu_rozpuskayut_diki_chutk
i_pro_zahoplennya_zaporijjya dot html; https://ria-m dot
tv/news/311500/v_melitopole_okkupantyi_uje_nachali_iskat vragov_sredi_svoih_pravoslavnyih_
svyaschennikov_ (foto) dot html; https://www dot kavkazr dot com/a/napadayuschiy-ne-mozhet-
bytj-shahidom-imam-mecheti-severodonetska---o-kadyrovtsah/31952073 dot html; https://www dot
facebook dot
com/beridzetemur/posts/pfbidoXbK5JjbQVRuUJpWKFmSSWyxaBZ35GrvhJ1b4S70UAYffedTiR8r3
zRoxJkm7FpHpl; https://islam dot in dot ua/ua/novyny-u-krayini/okupanty-u-genichesku-
zahopyly-dytyachyy-centr-kongresu-musulman-ukrayiny; https://www dot muslims dot in dot
ua/ua/node/7702; https://www dot baptyst dot com/u-lysychansku-rosijski-vijskovi-zabraly-dim-
molytvy/; https://t dot me/brdnews/10702; https://df dot news/2022/12/14/u-berdiansku-
okupanty-vykraly-pastora-ievanhelistskoi-tserkvy/; https://risu dot ua/u-berdyansku-okupanti-
zatrimali-pastora-yevangelistskoyi-cerkvi_n134798; https://t dot me/brdnews/10702;
https://investigator dot org dot ua/ua/news-
2/249623/?tbclid=IwAR1YLDMsKrMxWSRby5jfMgIrNLiNuX5kMUWcZH5fRfBGbb450xZQ9h34um
E; https://www dot youtube dot com/watch?v=BhkNtHXoXvM&feature=youtu dot be; https://sobor
dot com dot ua/news/na-kiyivshini-orki; https://ria-m dot
tv/news/310400/rossiyskie_okkupantyi_zakryili_dve_baptistskie_tserkvi_v_berdyanske dot html;
https://www dot inform dot zp dot ua/ru/2023/01/28/176350_rossijskie-okkupanty-zakryli-dve-
baptistskie-tserkvi-v-berdyanske/; https://slovoproslovo dot info/okupanti-rf-zakrili-dvi-baptistski-
tserkvi-u-berdyansku/; https://www dot facebook dot
com/BaptistsofUkraine/posts/pftbid0igzsm9GjQPpH3RwwJRoYSvirD2TjXrSXBsdHzBWqAbRjGAiq
ro4hcQicddsZ1SBvl; https://www dot facebook dot
com/BaptistsofUkraine/posts/pfbido23wnP3BY4ZsoJQHmaDsBiZR5EkZgLeUzbuok4kGiy55wixvtZ
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WmujWhNSMmZZqzvBl; https://ria-m dot
tv/news/310400/rossiyskie_okkupantyi_zakryili_dve_baptistskie_tserkvi_v_berdyanske dot html;
https://www dot inform dot zp dot ua/ru/2023/01/28/176350_ rossijskie-okkupanty-zakryli-dve-
baptistskie-tserkvi-v-berdyanske/; https://slovoproslovo dot info/okupanti-rf-zakrili-dvi-baptistski-
tserkvi-u-berdyansku/; https://www dot facebook dot
com/BaptistsofUkraine/posts/pfbid0igzsm9GjQPpH3RwwJRoYSvirD2TjXrSXBsdHzBWqAbRjGAiq
roghcQicddsZ1SBvl; https://www dot facebook dot
com/BaptistsofUkraine/posts/pfbido23wnP3BY4ZsoJQHmaDsBiZR5EkZgLeUzbuok4kGiy55wixvtZ
WmujWhNSMmZZqzvBl; https://ugcc dot ua/data/ofitsiyna-zayava-donetskogo-ekzarhatu-ugkts-z-
pryvodu-nezakonnogo-areshtu-svyashchennykiv-u-berdyansku-1511/; https://www dot ugce dot dn
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