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Click here to see ISW’s interactive map of the Russian invasion of Ukraine. This map is 
updated daily alongside the static maps present in this report. 
  
Click here to access ISW’s archive of interactive time-lapse maps of the Russian 
invasion of Ukraine. These maps complement the static control-of-terrain map that 
ISW produces daily by showing a dynamic frontline. ISW will update this time-lapse 
map archive monthly. 
  
Note: The data cut-off for this product was 2:30pm ET on August 30. ISW will cover 
subsequent reports in the August 31 Russian Offensive Campaign Assessment. 
  
Ukrainian forces reportedly destroyed four Russian Il-76 planes during a drone strike 
on a Russian airfield in Pskov Oblast on the night of August 29 to 30. Ukrainian Main 
Military Intelligence Directorate (GUR) Representative Andriy Yusov stated that the drone strike 
destroyed four Russian Il-76 planes and possibly damaged two other planes at the Pskov airfield but 
did not comment on the nature of the strike or claim responsibility for it.[1] Geolocated footage and 
Russian sources confirmed the strike and the destruction of at least two Russian Il-76 
planes.[2] Russian milbloggers claimed that over 21 Ukrainian drones struck the Pskov 
airfield.[3] Russian sources, including the Russian Ministry of Defense (MoD), claimed that Russian 
air defenses and electronic warfare (EW) systems also downed Ukrainian drones over Oryol, Tula, 
Voronezh, Ryazan, Kaluga, Bryansk, and Moscow oblasts.[4] Moscow Mayor Sergey Sobyanin stated 
that Russian air defenses repelled a massive Ukrainian drone strike on the Central Federal Okrug (a 
large administrative area including Moscow but not Pskov) and that at least one of the drones was 
headed toward Moscow, possibly suggesting that Russian authorities may have initially believed that 
Ukrainian forces intended to strike Moscow or the region around it.[5] Russian forces may have 
focused their air defenses on covering Moscow and somehow missed the unusually large number of 
Ukrainian drones that reportedly struck the Pskov airfield. The Ukrainian drones that Russian air 
defenses downed over the six other oblasts were likely en route to Moscow or Pskov Oblast and likely 
were not part of a Ukrainian effort to strike targets in the other oblasts. 
  
Russian propagandists and milbloggers criticized Russian forces for their inability to 
defend Russian territory and military facilities, while simultaneously criticizing recent 
Russian MoD censorship efforts. A Kremlin-affiliated Russian milblogger claimed that the 
Ukrainian strike on the Peskov airfield indicates that Russian air defenses have not adapted to defend 
against repeated Ukrainian drone strikes, in contrast with how Russian air defenses in Crimea have 
adapted.[6] The milblogger also criticized Russian authorities for not keeping expensive military 
aircraft in hangars.[7] Another prominent Russian milblogger expressed concern that there will be no 
safe places in western Russia due to Ukraine’s growing technical capabilities and suggested that 
Russian forces need to take this into account when securing military and strategic facilities.[8] Still, 
another milblogger noted that the requirement for Russian authorities to secure and defend Russian 
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airfields is at a “qualitatively different level” from what it had been.[9] Russian sources also 
challenged the Russian MoD’s recent censorship efforts by noting the need for truth and honesty in 
reporting about Ukrainian strikes on Russian territory, including one Russian milblogger who 
criticized official Russian television channels for not reporting the Ukrainian strikes.[10] Prominent 
Kremlin propagandist Vladimir Solovyov expressed his outrage in response to the drone strike and 
criticized Russian elites who are calling on the Kremlin to freeze the war in Ukraine and negotiate to 
save Russia’s economy.[11] 
  
Russian forces conducted a large-scale missile and drone strike predominantly 
targeting Kyiv on the night of August 29-30, likely in retaliation for the Ukrainian 
strikes earlier on Moscow and Pskov oblasts. Ukrainian officials reported that Russian forces 
launched 28 Kh-101, Kh-555, and Kh-55 air-launched cruise missiles from aircraft operating out of 
Engels airbase in Saratov Oblast and the Caspian Sea, and 16 Shahed-136/131 drones from Krasnodar 
Krai and Kursk Oblast.[12] Ukrainian officials reported that Ukrainian air defenses shot down all 28 
cruise missiles and 15 drones over Kyiv, Odesa, Cherkasy, and Mykolaiv oblasts.[13] The Kyiv City 
Military Administration reported that Ukrainian forces shot down over 20 air targets over 
Kyiv.[14] This Russian strike was considerably larger than other Russian strikes in recent weeks and 
was likely in retaliation for the Ukrainian strikes on Moscow and Pskov Oblasts earlier in the night. 
  
Ukrainian light infantry - likely reconnaissance elements - infiltrated east of Russian 
field fortifications near Verbove as of August 30. Geolocated footage published on August 30 
shows Ukrainian infantry on the northwestern outskirts of Verbove, indicating that Russian control 
over the outskirts of the settlement is degraded.[15] The footage, however, does not indicate that 
Ukrainian forces established control over the area at this time, and Russian milbloggers claimed that 
Ukrainian forces have not yet breached the defensive line around Verbove.[16] The Ukrainian General 
Staff reported that Ukrainian forces were successful in the Novodanylivka-Novopokropivka (4-15km 
south of Orikhiv) and Mala Tokmachka-Verbove (7-18km southeast of Orikhiv) 
directions.[17] Ukrainian officials reported that Ukrainian forces continue offensive operations south 
of Bakhmut, and geolocated footage published on August 28 shows that Ukrainian forces marginally 
advanced south of Klishchiivka (6km southwest of Bakhmut).[18] A Kremlin-affiliated milblogger 
claimed that Ukrainian forces advanced in the direction of Volodyne (13km south of Velyka 
Novosilka) on the Donetsk-Zaporizhia Oblast border and that Russian forces had to retreat from 
several heights in the area.[19] 
 
The Kremlin has reportedly undertaken several efforts to silence or confuse reports 
about Wagner Group financier Yevgeny Prigozhin’s funeral, which likely indicates that 
the Kremlin remains worried about Prigozhin’s appeal in Russia and among Wagner 
forces even after his death. Two acting Russian officials told The Moscow Times that the Russian 
Presidential Administration and Federal Security Service (FSB) deliberately made Prigozhin’s funeral 
a secret to avoid further making him a martyr.[20] The officials noted that Russian Presidential 
Administration’s First Deputy Chief of Staff Sergei Kiriyenko, officers from several intelligence 
agencies, and FSB officials met to develop a plan that would prevent any chance of public outcry or 
protest and mislead the public about the location of Prigozhin’s burial. The Moscow Times added that 
there were many conflicting reports about the location of Prigozhin’s funeral on August 29. Some 
Russian Telegram channels noted that Russian federal channels largely ignored Prigozhin’s funeral, 
likely also as part of the Kremlin’s planned “coverage” of the funeral.[21] ISW continued to observe 
some Russian Telegram channels baselessly speculating that Prigozhin survived the crash, which may 
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have also been an information operation to overwhelm the Russian information space with 
misleading reports and deflect from Prigozhin’s funeral.[22] 

  

Some Russian officials may be probing the views of milbloggers about Prigozhin and 
his death to identify and censor Russian ultranationalists not clearly connected with 
Prigozhin or Wagner. A Russian milblogger claimed that he received a visit from “aggressive” 
Telegram channel advertisers who had asked him to promote several Telegram channels that 
exaggerated the topic of the Wagner leadership’s death in “almost an abusive manner.”[23] The 
milblogger noted that this request was strange because the Kremlin and the Russian state media had 
“already closed this topic” and he refused to promote these channels. The refusal reportedly prompted 
one advertiser to accuse him of supporting the rebellion and opposing Russian President Vladimir 
Putin and the Russian Constitution.[24] The milblogger noted that division within Russian society 
would not benefit the Russian war effort. The milblogger has been consistently critical of the Russian 
military leadership and supportive of Russian Airborne Forces Commander Colonel General Mikhail 
Teplinsky – who had previous links to the Prigozhin but who survived the armed rebellion apparently 
unscathed and still in power.[25] The incident, at the very least, suggests that prominent milbloggers 
are self-censoring their discussions about Prigozhin’s death and have modeled their coverage of this 
subject on the Kremlin. The incident may also support the above outlined hypothesis that certain 
Russian social media actors may be attempting to overwhelm the Russian information space, or it 
could indicate that Russian officials are trying to identify other prominent ultranationalist voices who 
may be promoting insubordination of the regime or the military and tie them in some way to 
Prigozhin. 
  
Chechen Republic Head Ramzan Kadyrov reiterated his loyalty to Russian President 
Vladimir Putin on August 30 in continued attempts to distance himself from Wagner 
Group financier Yevgeny Prigozhin. Kadyrov posted a picture of himself with Putin and 
proclaimed that he is “an infantryman of the Supreme Commander-in-Chief” and is “ready to fulfill 
any order” from Putin.[26] Kadyrov has repeatedly attempted to align himself with Putin and the 
Russian MoD and away from Prigozhin following Prigozhin’s fall from grace.[27] 
  
Key Takeaways: 
  

• Ukrainian forces reportedly destroyed four Russian Il-76 planes during a 
drone strike on a Russian airfield in Pskov Oblast on the night of August 29 to 
30. 

• Russian propagandists and milbloggers criticized Russian forces for their 
inability to defend Russian territory and military facilities, while 
simultaneously criticizing recent Russian MoD censorship efforts. 

• Russian forces conducted a large-scale missile and drone strike predominantly 
targeting Kyiv on the night of August 29-30, likely in retaliation for the 
Ukrainian strikes earlier on Moscow and Pskov oblasts. 

• Ukrainian light infantry - likely reconnaissance elements - infiltrated east of 
Russian field fortifications near Verbove as of August 30. 

• The Kremlin has reportedly undertaken several efforts to silence or confuse 
reports about Wagner Group financier Yevgeny Prigozhin’s funeral, which 
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likely indicates that the Kremlin remains worried about Prigozhin’s appeal in 
Russia and among Wagner forces even after his death. 

• Some Russian officials may be probing the views of milbloggers about 
Prigozhin and his death to identify and censor Russian ultranationalists not 
clearly connected with Prigozhin or Wagner. 

• Chechen Republic Head Ramzan Kadyrov reiterated his loyalty to Russian 
President Vladimir Putin on August 30 in continued attempts to distance 
himself from Wagner Group financier Yevgeny Prigozhin. 

• Russian forces conducted offensive operations along the Kupyansk-Svatove-
Kreminna line, near Bakhmut, on the Avdiivka-Donetsk City line, in the 
Donetsk-Zaporizhia Oblast border area, and in western Zaporizhia Oblast on 
August 30 and reportedly advanced. 

• Ukrainian forces conducted offensive operations along at least two sectors of 
the front on August 30 and advanced near Bakhmut, in the Donetsk-
Zaporizhia Oblast border area, and in western Zaporizhia Oblast. 

• The Russian Ministry of Defense (MoD) is reportedly banning Wagner Group 
soldiers from fighting in Ukraine. 

• The Ukrainian Crimean-based “Atesh” partisan group claimed that its 
partisans successfully detonated an explosive at the campaign headquarters of 
the United Russia party in occupied Nova Kakhovka, Kherson Oblast on 
August 29. 
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We do not report in detail on Russian war crimes because these activities are well-
covered in Western media and do not directly affect the military operations we are 
assessing and forecasting. We will continue to evaluate and report on the effects of 
these criminal activities on the Ukrainian military and the Ukrainian population and 
specifically on combat in Ukrainian urban areas. We utterly condemn these Russian 
violations of the laws of armed conflict, Geneva Conventions, and humanity even 
though we do not describe them in these reports. 

https://understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/DraftUkraineCOTAugust 30%2C2023.png
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• Russian Main Effort – Eastern Ukraine (comprised of two subordinate main efforts) 
• Russian Subordinate Main Effort #1 – Capture the remainder of Luhansk Oblast and push 

westward into eastern Kharkiv Oblast and encircle northern Donetsk Oblast 
• Russian Subordinate Main Effort #2 – Capture the entirety of Donetsk Oblast 
• Russian Supporting Effort – Southern Axis 
• Russian Mobilization and Force Generation Efforts 
• Activities in Russian-occupied areas 

  
Russian Main Effort – Eastern Ukraine 
 
Russian Subordinate Main Effort #1 – Luhansk Oblast (Russian objective: Capture the 
remainder of Luhansk Oblast and push westward into eastern Kharkiv Oblast and 
northern Donetsk Oblast) 

Russian forces continued offensive operations along the Kupyansk-Svatove-Kreminna line on August 
30 and did not make any confirmed advances. The Ukrainian General Staff reported that Russian 
forces conducted unsuccessful offensive operations near Novoyehorivka (16km southwest of Svatove) 
and Bilohorivka (13km south of Kreminna).[28] Ukrainian Eastern Grouping of Forces Commander 
Colonel General Oleksandr Syrskyi stated that the most intense sector of the Kupyansk-Svatove-
Kreminna line is near Raihorodka (13km west of Svatove) and Kovalivka (12km southwest of 
Svatove), where Russian forces are conducting armored assaults.[29] A Russian milblogger claimed 
that Russian forces achieved unspecified successes near Novoyehorivka and Petropavlivka (7km east 
of Kupyansk).[30] A Kremlin-affiliated milblogger also claimed that Russian forces are intensifying 
their offensive operations from the Yahidne (22km southeast of Kupyansk) direction.[31] A Russian 
milblogger claimed that elements of the Russian 1st Guards Tank Army (Western Military District) 
and the 6th Combined Arms Army (Western Military District) continued to advance in the Kupyansk 
direction.[32] 

Russian sources claimed that Ukrainian forces continued ground attacks along the Kupyansk-
Svatove-Kreminna line on August 30 and did not advance. The Russian MoD claimed that Russian 
forces repelled Ukrainian attacks near Synkivka (8km northeast of Kupyansk) in Kharkiv Oblast; 
Serhiivka (12km southwest of Svatove), Novoyehorivka, and the Serebryanske forest area (10km 
southwest of Kreminna) in Luhansk Oblast; and Bilohorivka (33km south of Kreminna) in Donetsk 
Oblast.[33] Russian Western Grouping of Forces Press Officer Yaroslav Yakimkin claimed that 
Russian forces repelled two small Ukrainian counterattacks with tank and artillery support in the 
Kupyansk direction.[34] 
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https://understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Luhansk Battle Map Draft August 30%2C2023.png
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Russian Subordinate Main Effort #2 – Donetsk Oblast (Russian objective: Capture the 
entirety of Donetsk Oblast, the claimed territory of Russia’s proxies in Donbas) 

Ukrainian military officials reported that Ukrainian forces continued counteroffensive operations on 
Bakhmut’s southern flank and continued to advance as of August 30.[35] Ukrainian Eastern Grouping 
of Forces Commander Colonel General Oleksandr Syrskyi reported that Ukrainian forces are 
gradually advancing despite Russian counterattacks.[36] Syrskyi added that the most intense 
engagements are near Bakhmut, Kurdyumivka (12km southwest of Bakhmut), Yahidne (directly north 
of Bakhmut), and Andriivka (9km southwest of Bakhmut). A Russian milblogger claimed that 
Ukrainian assault groups attacked Russian positions near Klishchiivka (6km southwest of Bakhmut) 
and Andriivka.[37] 

Russian sources claimed that Russian forces regained some previously lost positions on Bakhmut’s 
southern flank on August 30. A Kremlin-affiliated milblogger claimed that Russian forces successfully 
counterattacked near Kurdyumivka, which allowed Russian forces to expand their area of control in 
the settlement and push Ukrainian forces to the Siverskyi Donets-Donbas Canal to the west of 
Kurdyumivka.[38] Another Kremlin-affiliated milblogger claimed that Russian forces regained some 
positions near Klishchiivka.[39] The Ukrainian General Staff, however, reported that Russian forces 
carried out unsuccessful offensive operations in Kurdyumivka, Ozaryanivka (14km southwest of 
Bakhmut), and Bohdanivka (7km northwest of Bakhmut).[40] 
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Russian forces continued offensive operations on the Avdiivka-Donetsk City line but did not make 
new territorial gains on August 30. A Kremlin-affiliated milblogger claimed that Russian forces 
resumed assaults on Marinka (directly west of Donetsk City).[41] The Ukrainian General Staff 
reported that Ukrainian forces continued to repel Russian attacks on Marinka and Novomykhailivka 
(30km southwest of Donetsk City).[42] 

https://understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Bakhmut Battle Map Draft August 30%2C2023.png
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https://understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Donetsk%20Battle%20Map%20Draft%20August%2030%2C2023.png
https://understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Donetsk%20Battle%20Map%20Draft%20August%2030%2C2023.png
https://understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Donetsk Battle Map Draft August 30%2C2023.png
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Russian Supporting Effort – Southern Axis (Russian objective: Maintain frontline 
positions and secure rear areas against Ukrainian strikes) 

Ukrainian forces conducted offensive operations along the Donetsk-Zaporizhia Oblast border and 
reportedly advanced on August 30. A Kremlin-affiliated milblogger claimed that Ukrainian forces 
advanced in the direction of Volodyne (13km south of Velyka Novosilka), and that Russian forces had 
to retreat from several heights in the area due to the threat of a tactical encirclement.[43] Other 
Russian milbloggers and Russian “Vostok” Battalion Commander Alexander Khodakovsky claimed 
that Ukrainian forces are increasing offensive activity on the Pryyutne-Staromayorske (8-18km south 
of Velyka Novosilka) line.[44] 
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Russian forces conducted limited offensive operations along the Donetsk-Zaporizhia Oblast border 
area and near Vuhledar, and reportedly advanced on August 30. A Russian milblogger claimed that 
Russian forces advanced during a small arms engagement with Ukrainian forces west of 
Staromayorske.[45] The Ukrainian General Staff reported that Ukrainian forces repelled a Russian 
ground attack near Staromayorske.[46] Khodakovsky claimed that the Russian 155th Naval Infantry 
Brigade (Pacific Fleet) recaptured several positions near Mykilske (27km southwest of Donetsk City) 
in western Donetsk Oblast on August 30.[47] 

https://understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Vremivka Salient Battle Map Draft August 30%2C2023.png
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Ukrainian forces continued offensive operations in western Zaporizhia Oblast and may have advanced 
west of Verbove (18km southeast of Orikhiv) on August 30. Geolocated footage published on August 
30 shows that Ukrainian infantry advanced to the northwestern outskirts of Verbove, though the 
extent of these advances and current control over these positions are currently unclear.[48] Ukrainian 
forces’ ability to advance so close to Verbove indicates degraded Russian control around the 
settlement, however. The Ukrainian General Staff reported that Ukrainian forces were successful in 
the Novodanylivka-Novopokropivka (4-15km south of Orikhiv) and Mala Tokmachka-Verbove (7-
18km southeast of Orikhiv) directions.[49] Russian sources claimed that Ukrainian forces attacked 
the outskirts of Verbove overnight on August 29 to 30 and on the morning of August 30, but that 
Russian forces repelled the attacks.[50] One Russian milblogger characterized the Russian situation 
in Verbove as difficult but claimed that Ukrainian forces have not yet breached the Russian defensive 
line in the area.[51] Russian sources also claimed that Ukrainian forces conducted armored attacks 
near Robotyne (10km south of Orikhiv).[52] 
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Russian forces conducted limited offensive operations in western Zaporizhia Oblast on August 30. 
The Ukrainian General Staff reported that Russian forces conducted unsuccessful offensive actions 
near Mala Tokmachka.[53] 

https://understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Pryatykhatky and Robotyne Battle Map Draft August 30%2C2023.png
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Russian milbloggers claimed that Ukrainian forces conducted further limited raids in east (left) bank 
Kherson Oblast on August 30.[54] A prominent Russian milblogger claimed that Ukrainian forces 
landed northwest of Pidstepne (17km east of Kherson City) and on an island in the Dnipro River 
delta.[55] Another milblogger claimed that Russian forces destroyed the Ukrainian boats as they 
approached the east bank, however.[56] 

Russian forces continued efforts to secure the Kerch Strait Bridge against maritime threats. Satellite 
imagery dated August 29 and 30 shows that Russian forces have sunk barges near the Kerch Strait 
Bridge presumably to prevent maritime drones from striking boats near the bridge or the bridge 

https://understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Zaporizhia Battle Map Draft August 30%2C2023.png
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itself.[57] One Russian milblogger criticized this attempt and claimed that the few hundred meters 
between each barge is sufficient for maritime drones to pass through the barrier.[58] 

 

The Russian MoD and other Russian sources claimed that Russian aviation attack prevented up to 50 
Ukrainian troops from landing in occupied Crimea overnight on August 29 to 30.[59] The Ukrainian 
Special Operations Forces denied the Russian MoD’s claim, however.[60] 

https://understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Kherson-Mykolaiv Battle Map Draft August 30%2C2023.png
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Russian Mobilization and Force Generation Efforts (Russian objective: Expand combat 
power without conducting general mobilization) 

The Russian MoD is reportedly banning Wagner Group soldiers from fighting in Ukraine. Russian 
opposition media outlets obtained an audio message in which a Wagner representative encourages 
Wagner servicemen to look for different work because the Russian MoD is not allowing Wagner forces 
to fight in Ukraine, citing recent events.[61] The Wagner representative noted that Wagner fighters 
are also struggling to work in the Middle East or Africa due to “tough competition” with the Russian 
MoD and National Guard (Rosgvardia) who are trying to operate in those regions.[62] ISW has 
previously assessed that the Russian MoD and the Kremlin have been destroying the Wagner Group 
since the June 24 rebellion.[63] 

Russian Defense Minister Sergei Shoigu visited defense industrial base (DIB) production facilities in 
Tula Oblast on August 30 and highlighted the importance of counterbattery capabilities in the 
Russian war effort - likely in response to recent public complaints about poor counterbattery 
capabilities.[64] Shoigu visited a radar systems production facility of the Almaz-Antey Corporation in 
Tula Oblast whose general director claimed that the facility has increased its production and supply of 
modern counterbattery weapons to support the Russian war effort.[65] Shoigu stated that 
counterbattery combat and the supply of Russian soldiers with counterbattery capabilities play “the 
most important” role in the war in Ukraine.[66] Russian military commanders, such as “Vostok” 
Battalion Commander Alexander Khodakovsky and former 58th Combined Arms Army (Southern 
Military District) Commander Major General Ivan Popov, and Russian milbloggers have recently 
complained about the lack of effective Russian counterbattery capabilities on the battlefield.[67] 

 
Activities in Russian-occupied areas (Russian objective: Consolidate administrative 
control of annexed areas; forcibly integrate Ukrainian citizens into Russian 
sociocultural, economic, military, and governance systems) 

The Ukrainian Crimean-based “Atesh” partisan group claimed that its partisans successfully 
detonated an explosive at the campaign headquarters of the United Russia party in occupied Nova 
Kakhovka, Kherson Oblast on August 29.[68] “Atesh” claimed that the resulting fire killed three 
Russian personnel guarding the headquarters and destroyed documents supporting the upcoming 
September 2023 regional elections.[69] 

Russian authorities continue sending workers from Russia to occupied Ukraine to fill out the 
workforce and artificially alter demographics. The Ukrainian Resistance Center reported that Russian 
authorities are sending Russian locksmiths, welders, and drivers to occupied Ukraine to repair 
damaged equipment and build fortifications.[70] The Ukrainian Resistance Center reported that the 
Kremlin-managed “Leningradskyi Rubezh” fund organizes the dispatch of these personnel to 
occupied Ukraine.[71] 

Significant activity in Belarus (Russian efforts to increase its military presence in 
Belarus and further integrate Belarus into Russian-favorable frameworks and Wagner 
Group activity in Belarus) 
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Belarusian forces reportedly received another Iskander missile system on August 30. The Belarusian 
Ministry of Defense (MoD) announced that another Iskander-M missile system arrived in Belarus and 
deployed to its permanent base.[72] The Belarusian MoD announced on February 1, 2023, that 
Belarusian forces were independently operating Russian-provided Iskander systems.[73] 

ISW will continue to report daily observed Russian and Belarusian military activity in 
Belarus as part of ongoing Kremlin efforts to increase their control over Belarus and 
other Russian actions in Belarus. 
  
Note: ISW does not receive any classified material from any source, uses only publicly 
available information, and draws extensively on Russian, Ukrainian, and Western 
reporting and social media as well as commercially available satellite imagery and 
other geospatial data as the basis for these reports. References to all sources used are 
provided in the endnotes of each update. 
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