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The Iran Crisis Updates are produced by the Critical Threats Project (CTP) at the American Enterprise
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The Iranian regime executed a protester on December 8 for the first time since the Mahsa Amini protests
began. The Judiciary announced the execution of 23-year-old Mohsen Shekari after convicting him of “waging war against
God.” Security forces arrested Shekari for blocking a road and attacking a security officer with a machete during protests in
Tehran in September 2022.[1]

The regime is likely using the execution to deter protest participation and instill fear in demonstrators. The execution and
the manner in which it was carried out could have the opposite effect, however. Social media reports indicate that neither
Shekari nor his family were informed of his impending execution beforehand and that the regime disposed of his body,
depriving his family of the opportunity to bury him and of the location of a grave at which to mourn him.[2] Protest
coordinators and organizations condemned the execution and promised to avenge Shekari.[3] The regime likely sought to
avoid giving protesters the opportunity to rally in advance of Shekari’s execution and to deprive them of a gravesite around
which to rally future commemoration ceremonies that could in turn become demonstrations. The covert burial of Shekari,
however, opens possibilities for protesters to choose to commemorate him at any location or several. The regime has
sentenced 10 other arrested protesters to death at the time of this writing and thus could conduct additional executions in
the coming weeks.[4] Executions could reinvigorate the ongoing protests in the same way that funerals and commemoration
ceremonies for killed protesters have.

Key Takeaways

¢ The Iranian regime executed a protester on December 8 for the first time since the Mahsa
Amini protests began.

e Atleast nine protests took place in seven cities across six provinces.

e Two Iranian security personnel have died since December 7.

¢ Hossein Taeb discussed the alleged Western-Israeli hybrid war against Iran.

Anti-Regime Protests

At least nine protests took place in seven cities across six provinces on December 8. CTP assesses with
moderate to high confidence that protests occurred in the following locations:

Karaj, Alborz Province[5]

Size: Undetermined

Demographic: Rasam Institute of Higher Education students
Dezfoul, Khuzestan Province[6]

Size: Medium

Demographic: Mourners

Notes: 40-day commemoration ceremony for Mohammad Ghamei Far
Saghez, Kurdistan Province[7]

Size: Small

Protester Activity: Fires in streets

Sanandaj, Kurdistan Province[8]
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Size: Small

Demographic: Mourners

Notes: 40-day commemoration ceremony for Sarina Saedi
Sanandaj, Kurdistan Province[9]

Size: Medium

Demographic: Mourners

Regime Repression: Security forces emplaced cement barriers to prevent access to cemetery; shots heard in the vicinity of
cemetery

Notes: Funeral for killed protester Houman Abdollahi

Qom City, Qom Province[10]

Size: Small

Demographic: Azad University of Qom students

Notes: Protesting visit from bonyad official

Tehran City, Tehran Province[11]

Size: Small

Notes: Protesting death sentence of arrested protester Hamid Gharah Hasanlou in front of Evin prison
Tehran City, Tehran Province[12]

Size: Small

Area: Sattar Khan

Notes: Protesting execution of arrested protester Mohsen Shekari, protesters allegedly marched to his family’s house
CTP assesses with low confidence that protests occurred in the following locations:

Arak, Markazi Province[13]

Size: Small

Notes: Coincides with 40-day commemoration ceremony for Mehrshad Shahidi, which security personnel seemingly
managed to prevent from occurring.



Protest Activity in Iran
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Two Iranian security personnel have died since December 7. Unidentified militants clashed with and killed a Law
Enforcement Command Border Guard member near Zabol, Sistan and Baluchistan Province on December 7.[14] A security
forces member died on December 8 due to injuries sustained in protests in Shiraz, Fars Province on October 26.[15] Around
66 security personnel have died since protests began on September 16.[16]

Hossein Taeb discussed the alleged Western-Israeli hybrid war against Iran on December 8.[17] Taeb has
been the adviser to IRGC Commander Major General Hossein Salami since Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei dismissed Taeb
as IRGC Intelligence Organization chief in June 2022.[18] Taeb may be trying to position himself to replace Ali Shamkhani
as Supreme National Security Council secretary. Social media rumors claimed that Taeb and his political allies are trying to
install him to the position, as CTP previously reported, although their chances of success at present appear low.[19] Taeb
has become an increasingly public-facing figure since his removal, regularly making public statements criticizing the US and
Israel.[20]

Axis of Resistance and Regional Developments
There was nothing significant to report today.
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