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Hamas and Palestinian factions are targeting and threatening to target the humanitarian pier in the
central Gaza Strip that is meant to distribute aid to the northern Strip. Israeli media report that unspecified
Palestinian fighters mortared construction facilities for the US-built pier in the central Gaza Strip on April 25.[1] The
mortars struck engineering equipment close to the pier. The World Health Organization (WHO) director general said on
April 22 that WHO aid missions to hospitals in northern Gaza have been only “partly successful” due to delays at checkpoints
and ongoing fighting in the Gaza Strip.[2] Hamas Political Bureau Deputy Chairman Khalil al Hayya separately implied that
Hamas would attack any non-Palestinian presence in the Gaza Strip “at sea or on land.”[3] The US-built pier will be off the
coast of the Gaza Strip.[4] The decision by Hamas and other Palestinian militia factions to target the pier will further
constrict international aid organizations’ ability to distribute aid in the Gaza Strip.[5]

Iraqi National Security Adviser Qasim al Araji met with two senior Russian officials in St. Petersburg,
Russia, on April 24 and 25 after meeting with Iranian Supreme National Security Council Secretary Rear
Adm. Ali Akbar Ahmadian on April 23. Araji discussed intelligence cooperation and “the situation in the Middle East”
during two separate meetings with Russian Security Council Secretary Nikolai Patrushev and Russian Undersecretary of
Foreign Affairs Sergei Vershinin on April 24 and 25 respectively.[6] The Iranian Supreme National Security Council
Secretary Rear Adm. Ali Akbar Ahmadian met with Patrushev on April 24, one day after Ahmadian met with Araji.[7] Araji
and Ahmadian discussed expelling US and international coalition forces from Iraq.[8] The Russian ambassador to Iraq has
repeatedly met with senior Iraqi military and political figures, including Iraqi Prime Minister Mohammad Shia al Sudani,
in 2024 to discuss expanding security cooperation and Russian investment into Iraq.[9] CTP-ISW assessed on February 20
that Russia may be setting conditions to supplant the United States as a security partner in Iraq in anticipation of the United
States possibly reducing its military presence there.[10] Araji is a member of the Iranian-backed Badr Organization.[11]

The IDF conducted a relief-in-place/transfer of authority in the Netzarim corridor on April 25. The Nahal
Brigade transferred responsibility for its area of operations to the IDF 2nd Reservist Infantry Brigade and 6779th Reservist
Armored Brigade on April 25.[12] An Israeli Army Radio journalist reported on April 15 that the IDF 2nd Carmeli Brigade
and 679th Armored Brigade will secure the Netzarim corridor and the temporary US-built pier in the central Gaza
Strip.[13] The Nahal Brigade will rest to prepare for Israeli operations in Rafah.[14]

Key Takeaways:

¢ Humanitarian Aid in the Gaza Strip: Unspecified fighters targeted the humanitarian pier in the central
Gaza Strip that is meant to distribute aid to the northern Strip. Unspecified Palestinian fighters mortared
construction facilities for the US-built pier in the central Gaza Strip on April 25.

e Hamas Political Bureau Deputy Chairman Khalil al Hayya separately implied that Hamas would attack any non-
Palestinian presence in the Gaza Strip “at sea or on land.” The US-built pier will be off the coast of the Gaza
Strip.

e Iraq in Russia: The Iranian-linked Iraqi National Security Adviser discussed intelligence cooperation and
“the situation in the Middle East” during two separate meetings with senior Russian officials in St. Petersburg.
Russia may be setting conditions to supplant the United States as a security partner in Iraq in anticipation of
the United States possibly reducing its military presence there.

e Rafah: The IDF Nahal Brigade transferred responsibility for its area of operations in the Netzarim corridor to
the IDF 2nd Reservist Infantry Brigade and 679th Reservist Armored Brigade on April 25. The Nahal Brigade
will leave the Gaza Strip and rest to prepare for Israeli operations in Rafah.

e Iran: The Iranian judiciary confirmed the death sentence of 33-year-old dissident Iranian rapper Tomaj
Salehi on April 25.
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Gaza Strip

Axis of Resistance objectives:
e Erode the will of the Israeli political establishment and public to sustain clearing operations in the Gaza Strip
e Reestablish Hamas as the governing authority in the Gaza Strip

The IDF reported on April 25 that the Nahal Brigade (162nd Division) continued clearing operations near
the Netzarim corridor in the central Gaza Strip.[15] This IDF report is probably referring to Nahal Brigade
operations prior to April 25, given that the IDF also announced on April 25 that two reservist brigades replaced the Nahal
Brigade in the Gaza Strip. The Nahal Brigade directed an airstrike targeting two fighters who had attempted to launch
rockets or mortars into Israel.[16] The strike also targeted a nearby weapons storage facility. The IDF Air Force struck
unspecified Palestinian militia infrastructure along the central Gazan coast after Palestinian militias shelled Israeli forces
in the Netzarim corridor.[17] The al Aqsa Martyrs’ Brigades claimed that its fighters mortared Israeli forces operating in an
unspecified area of the Netzarim corridor.[18] Hamas fighters mortared an IDF “surveillance site” in an unspecified location
east of Juhor ad Dik.[19] Hamas claimed its fighters ambushed Israeli forces in al Mughraqa, south of the Netzarim corridor,
using multiple improvised explosive devices (IED), including one IED made from a dud F16 missile that had been recovered
by Hamas forces and re-built into an IED.[20]

The IDF conducted a relief-in-place/transfer of authority in the Netzarim corridor on April 25. The Nahal Brigade
transferred responsibility for its area of operations to the IDF 2nd Reservist Infantry Brigade and 679th Reservist Armored
Brigade on April 25.[21] An Israeli Army Radio journalist reported on April 15 that the IDF 2nd Carmeli Brigade and 679th
Armored Brigade will secure the Netzarim corridor and the temporary US-built pier in the central Gaza Strip.[22] The Nahal
Brigade will rest to prepare for Israeli operations in Rafah.[23]

The 215th Artillery Brigade and IDF Air Force struck a Hamas cell in Nuseirat on April 24.[24]

The al Aqsa Martyrs’ Brigades claimed one mortar attack targeting Israeli forces in an unspecified area
east of Khan Younis.[25]
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* ISW-CTP's "Reported Israeli Clearing Operations" layer uses the US military's doctrinal definition of clearing which is an operation that "requires
the commander to remove all enemy forces and eliminate organized resistance within an assigned area."” Clearing operations frequently take weeks
and sometimes months to complete
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Palestinian fighters conducted one indirect fire attack from the Gaza Strip into southern Israel on April
25.[26] The Mujahideen Movement launched one rocket targeting the 143rd (Gaza) Division headquarters in Reim.

Attacks into Israel from Gaza
as of April 25, 2024, 2:00 PM ET
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Recorded reports of attacks; CTP-ISW cannot independently verify impact.
West Bank
Axis of Resistance objectives:

o Establish the West Bank as a viable front against Israel

Israeli forces have engaged Palestinian fighters in at least four locations across the West Bank since CTP-
ISW's last information cutoff on April 24.[27] The al Aqsa Martyrs’ Brigades fighters fired small arms and detonated
IEDs targeting Israeli forces during Israeli operations in Tulkarm.[28

Israeli forces detained eight individuals and confiscated weapons across the West Bank during overnight raids on April

25.[29]

Clashes in the West Bank

as of April 25, 2024, 2:00 PM ET
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This map is not an exhaustive depiction of clashes and demonstrations in the West Bank.
Southern Lebanon and Golan Heights
Axis of Resistance objectives:

e Deter Israel from conducting a ground operation into Lebanon

e Prepare for an expanded and protracted conflict with Israel in the near term

e  Expel the United States from Syria

Lebanese Hezbollah has conducted atleast three attacks from southern Lebanon into northern Israel since
CTP-ISW's last data cutoff on April 24.[30]

Attacks into Northern Israel from
Lebanon as of April 25, 2024, 2:00 PM ET
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Recorded reports of attacks; CTP-ISW cannot independently verify impact.

Syrian media reported that the IDF conducted an airstrike on April 24 that targeted a Syrian Arab Army
(SAA) building near al Rawadi, Quneitra Province, along the Syrian border with the Golan Heights.[31] The
IDF dropped leaflets over Quneitra on April 25 that said that the IDF conducted the strike on the SAA building because the
SAA was present in the demilitarized zone between the Israeli-controlled Golan Heights and Syria.[32] The leaflets warned
that the IDF will not allow the SAA to violate “existing agreements.”[33] Israeli media reported on April 25 that the
IDF created a closed military zone over a large section of the Israeli-controlled Golan Heights on an unspecified

date.[34]

Iran and Axis of Resistance

An Iranian Supreme National Security Council-affiliated outlet said that Iranian President Ebrahim
Raisi’s recent visit to Pakistan aimed to signal that Iran and Pakistan “will not submit to the policies of the
United States.”[35] Supreme National Security Council-affiliated Nour News Agency said on April 25 that Raisi’s meetings
with senior Pakistani officials and new Iranian-Pakistani political, commercial, and security agreements sought to signal
that Iran and Pakistan “will not submit to the policies of the United States.”[36] Nour News’ report followed a US State
Department warning that Pakistan could face sanctions were it to engage in business and commercial relations with
Iran.[37] Raisi met with the Pakistani prime minister and foreign minister on April 22 and signed eight memoranda of
understanding (MOU) aimed at increasing cooperation in areas such as security, free trade, judicial proceedings, and the
media.[38] This trip was Raisi’s first to Pakistan since Iran and Pakistan exchanged cross-border strikes against each other

in January 2024.[39]

The Iranian judiciary confirmed the death sentence of 33-year-old dissident Iranian rapper Tomaj Salehi
on April 25.[40] The judiciary added that Salehi is entitled to a sentence reduction and that Salehi can appeal his sentence
within 20 days. The judiciary's announcement coincides with international media reports condemning Salehi's potential
execution.[41] This ruling coincides with the regime’s decision on April 13 to renew its crackdown on women for failure to
adhere to the mandatory hijab law.[42]

The US Treasury Department Office of Foreign Asset Control (OFAC) sanctioned at least 12 entities,
individuals and vessels on April 25 for facilitating and financing the sale of Iranian drones.[43] The
sanctioned individuals and entities conducted sales for the Iranian Ministry of Defense and Armed Forces Logistics
(MODAFL). OFAC stated that the Iranian MODAFL provides financial support to Iran’s IRGC and Russia’s war in
Ukraine.[44]

The United Kingdom and Canada concurrently imposed sanctions against several individuals and entities involved in Iran’s
UAV procurement on April 25.[45]

The Houthis claimed drone and ballistic missile attacks targeting a US destroyer, a US-flagged commercial
vessel, and a Portuguese-flagged commercial vessel on April 24.[46] US CENTCOM reported that it intercepted
a Houthi anti-ship ballistic missile targeting the US-flagged MV Maersk Yorktown on April 24.[47] The Houthis claimed
that they launched an unspecified attack targeting the Portuguese-flagged MSC Veracruz in the Indian Ocean on April
24.[48] CENTCOM also reported that it destroyed four Houthi drones over Houthi-controlled Yemen. The Houthis had not
claimed an attack since April 10 prior to these attacks.[49]

A Greek frigate operating in the Gulf of Aden as part of the European-led Operation Aspides engaged two Houthi drones on
April 25. The frigate destroyed one of the two drones on April 25.[50] The second drone retreated.

The UK Maritime Trade Operations said that there was an explosion close to an unspecified commercial vessel 15km
southwest of Aden on April 25.[51]
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Houthi-controlled Territory in Yemen
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