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The Iran Update provides insights into Iranian and Iranian-sponsored activities abroad that undermine 

regional stability and threaten US forces and interests. It also covers events and trends that affect the stability 

and decision-making of the Iranian regime. The Critical Threats Project (CTP) at the American Enterprise 

Institute and the Institute for the Study of War (ISW) provides these updates regularly based on regional 

events. For more on developments and in Iran and the region, see our interactive map of Iran and the Middle 

East. 

 

Note: CTP and ISW have refocused the update to cover the Israel-Hamas war. The new sections address 

developments in the Gaza Strip, the West Bank, Lebanon, and Syria, as well as noteworthy activity from Iran’s 

Axis of Resistance. We do not report in detail on war crimes because these activities are well-covered in 

Western media and do not directly affect the military operations we are assessing and forecasting. We utterly 

condemn violations of the laws of armed conflict, Geneva Conventions, and humanity even though we do not 

describe them in these reports. 

 

 

https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/661fd12b23f442b781be64cf323ef573/?draft=true
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/661fd12b23f442b781be64cf323ef573/?draft=true
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Key Takeaways: 

1. Hamas continued its ground and rocket attacks into Israel, primarily southern Israel. Palestinian 

militants are continuing limited attempts to infiltrate southern Israel via land and sea. 

2. Clashes in the West Bank between Israeli forces and Palestinian militias decreased after peaking on 

October 13. Hamas remains committed to expanding the war to the West Bank, however. 

3. Lebanese Hezbollah claimed attacks on the IDF for the second consecutive day as part of its ongoing 

harassment of Israeli forces. LH messaging indicates that the group will conduct additional attacks 

against Israeli forces in the coming days. 

4. Iran and elements of its Axis of Resistance are messaging that the Hamas-Israel war could expand 

geographically into a multi-front conflict. CTP-ISW is closely monitoring the situation to forecast whether 

such a scenario is becoming more or less likely.  

5. Iranian Foreign Affairs Minister Abdollahian traveled to Qatar, likely to meet with Hamas leadership and 

discuss Iranian financial assets with Qatari officials. 

 

Gaza Strip 

 

 
Recorded reports of rocket fire; CTP-ISW cannot independently verify impact. 

 



 

3                                                                                                Institute for the Study of War & AEI’s Critical Threats Project 2023 

Hamas continued its ground and rocket attacks into Israel, primarily southern Israel, on October 

14. The al Qassem Brigades—Hamas’ militant wing—claimed responsibility for conducting rocket attacks on 12 

locations, including Tel Aviv.1 Saraya al Quds—the militant wing of Palestinian Islamic Jihad (PIJ)—claimed 

responsibility for launching rockets on seven locations in southern Israel.2 Hamas has reduced its rate of rocket 

fire into Israeli territory since October 12 to conserve its stockpile and prepare for a prolonged war.3  

 

Palestinian militants are continuing limited attempts to infiltrate southern Israel via land and sea. Militants 

engaged in small arms clashes with the Israel Defense Forces (IDF) at least four times in Israeli territory 

surrounding the Gaza Strip on October 14. These militants used an anti-tank missile in one of these instances.4 

The IDF Navy separately interdicted speedboats trying to enter Israeli territory.5 Hamas previously used 

speedboats to launch its assault into Israeli territory on October 7.6 

 

 
Recorded reports of rocket fire; CTP-ISW cannot independently verify impact. 

 

Hamas and Lebanese Hezbollah (LH) are messaging that Hamas is prepared to defense the Gaza 

Strip effectively against the IDF. Hamas published messages on October 14 boasting about its anti-armor 
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capabilities and defensive preparations.7 LH-affiliated al Mayadeen similarly published remarks from an 

unspecified Palestinian militant stating that Palestinian militias have a comprehensive defense plan for the Gaza 

Strip.8 The militant also stated that the militias have enough manpower and weapons to fight the IDF for months 

in the Gaza Strip. Below are some of the factors that Hamas could exploit in fighting the IDF in the Gaza Strip. 

 

 Hamas maintains around 480 kilometers of tunnels under the strip.9 The Washington Institute for Near East 

Policy wrote that “Hamas has had 15 years to prepare a dense ‘defense in depth’ that integrates subterranean, 

ground-level, and aboveground fortifications.”10 Hamas could use these tunnels to quickly maneuver around the 

battlespace and facilitate the movement of fighters and weapons.  

 

 Hamas has manufactured and used Iranian-designed explosively formed penetrators (EFP) in the Gaza Strip 

since 2007.11 Hamas could use EFPs to constrain the movement of the IDF in the urban environment and 

threaten Israeli troops. Iran exported EFPs to its proxy and partner militias in Iraq as late as 2004, which these 

militias then used extensively in their attacks on US servicemembers in Iraq.12 

 

 Hamas took around 150-200 individuals hostage during its initial attack into Israeli territory on October 7.13 The 

al Qassem Brigades spokesperson has threatened to execute hostages in response to Israeli attacks, although 

CTP-ISW has not yet recorded any such executions.14 CTP-ISW previously reported on how Hamas uses civilians 

as human shields, intentionally putting them in danger to protect Hamas’ military infrastructure and weapons.15 

 

West Bank 
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Recorded reports of rocket fire; CTP-ISW cannot independently verify impact. 

 

Clashes in the West Bank between Israeli forces and Palestinian militias decreased on October 

14 after peaking the previous day. CTP-ISW recorded 13 small arms clashes across the West Bank on 

October 14—significantly less than the 32 clashes recorded on October 13. Israeli forces are conducting arrest 

campaigns in the West Bank, which may be contributing to the reduced violence. 

 

Hamas remains committed to expanding the war to the West Bank, however. Hamas has repeatedly called for 

Palestinians to mobilize and escalate against Israeli forces in the West Bank in recent days.16 Hamas released a 

statement on October 14 calling for the establishment of “popular protection committees” in all cities and towns 

of the West Bank to target Israeli settlers.17 Hamas stated that it is the duty of all Palestinians to actively 

participate in the war against Israel. 

 

Southern Lebanon and Golan Heights 

 

 
Recorded reports of rocket fire; CTP-ISW cannot independently verify impact. 
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LH claimed attacks on the IDF for the second consecutive day on October 14 as part of its ongoing 

harassment of Israeli forces. LH claimed to conduct missile and rocket attacks against five IDF positions in 

the Shebaa Farms.18 The IDF furthermore conducted a drone strike on the border targeting a group of militants 

preparing to fire an anti-tank missile toward Israel.19 Former IDF Military Intelligence Directorate Chief Tamir 

Tayman stated that LH is conducting attacks against Israel to reduce IDF pressure on Hamas.20 

 

LH messaging indicates that the group will conduct additional attacks against Israeli forces in the coming days. 

LH released separate statements on October 14 emphasizing that Israeli attacks against Lebanese security will 

not go unanswered and that LH has given permission to its members to fight Israel.21 

 

Israeli, Lebanese, and UN officials have warned in recent days that the Hamas-Israel war could 

expand to Lebanon. Hayman stated that LH Secretary General Hassan Nasrallah is putting Lebanon at serious 

risk by continuing to conduct attacks against Israeli forces.22 Lebanese Prime Minister Najib Mikati has similarly 

warned that LH may enter the war against Israel.23 Finally, UN Secretary General Antonio Guterres stated that 

IDF airstrikes along the Israel-Lebanon border risk spreading fighting into Lebanon.24 

 

Iran and Axis of Resistance 

 

Iran and elements of its Axis of Resistance are messaging that the Hamas-Israel war could 

expand geographically into a multi-front conflict. CTP-ISW is closely monitoring the situation to forecast 

whether such a scenario is becoming more or less likely.  

 

 Iranian Foreign Affairs Minister Hossein Amir Abdollahian warned that the Axis of Resistance has its “hands on 

the trigger” and will respond to Israel “at an appropriate time” if the United Nations does not stop IDF attacks 

into the Gaza Strip.25 Abdollahian made these comments during a press conference in Beirut on October 14. 

Abdollahian similarly called on the United Nations to stop IDF attacks before it is “too late” during a meeting 

with UN Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process Tor Wennesland in Beirut on October 14.26 

 

 Iranian-backed Iraqi militants have broadcast their presence in Lebanon in recent days. Fighters from Asaib Ahl 

al Haq announced on October 8 that they are joining the war against Israel.27 Abu Azrael—an Iranian-backed 

Iraqi fighter with a prominent social media presence—later claimed on October 12 that he is near the Israel-

Lebanon border and waiting for “any opportunity” to enter Israel.28 A Syrian journalist on October 13 claimed 

that elements of the Iraqi Popular Mobilization Forces have entered Lebanon via Syria.29  

 

 The IRGC and LH deployed forces to the southwestern Syrian border on October 13, as CTP-ISW previously 

reported.30 The IRGC transferred elements of its engineering units from Albu Kamal to the Golan Heights. LH 

similarly redeployed militants from Mayadin to Damascus as part of an effort to transfer LH members 

throughout Syria to the southwestern border. 

 

Abdollahian traveled to Qatar on October 14, likely to meet with Hamas leadership and discuss 

Iranian financial assets with Qatari officials. 
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 Senior Hamas officials, including its Political Bureau Chairman Ismail Haniyeh, are based in Qatar.31 

Abdollahian is concluded a diplomatic tour to Iraq, Lebanon, and Syria before traveling to Qatar. CTP-ISW 

assessed that the tour was part of an Iranian effort to coordinate politically with senior leaders in the Axis of 

Resistance.32 

 

 Western media reported on October 12 that the United States and Qatar have agreed to prevent Iran from 

accessing $6 billion of financial assets in Qatari banks.33 South Korea transferred the assets to Qatari banks for 

Iran to access as part of the prisoner swap agreement that the United States and Iran reached in August 2023.  
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