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Click here to see ISW’s interactive map of the Russian invasion of Ukraine. This map is 
updated daily alongside the static maps present in this report. 
  
Click here to see ISW’s 3D control of terrain topographic map of Ukraine. Use of a 
computer (not a mobile device) is strongly recommended for using this data-heavy tool. 
  
Click here to access ISW’s archive of interactive time-lapse maps of the Russian 
invasion of Ukraine. These maps complement the static control-of-terrain map that 
ISW produces daily by showing a dynamic frontline. ISW will update this time-lapse 
map archive monthly. 
  
Note: The data cut-off for this product was 12:45pm ET on January 20. ISW will cover 
subsequent reports in the January 21 Russian Offensive Campaign Assessment. 
  
Note: ISW has added a new section on Ukrainian defense industrial base (DIB) efforts 
to the daily Russian Offensive Campaign Assessment to track the development of 
Ukraine’s DIB and the international support for Ukraine’s DIB efforts. ISW will be 
publishing its assessments in this section based on public announcements, media 
reporting, and official statements. 
  
Russian President Vladimir Putin falsely claimed that Russia supports the 
“unconditional equality” and “sovereignty” of all states in a January 20 letter to the 
Non-Aligned Movement Summit, contradicting Russia’s official position on its war in 
Ukraine and its wider imperial ambitions. Putin claimed that Russia rejects “neocolonialist 
ambitions, double standards, as well as forceful pressure, dictatorship, and blackmail as a means of 
achieving foreign policy and foreign economic goals.”[1] Russian officials have routinely denied 
Ukraine’s sovereignty and refused to treat it as an equal. The Kremlin rejects Ukrainian statehood and 
nationhood by incorporating Ukraine into the ideological and geographic conception of the Russian 
World (Russkiy Mir), which includes any Russian speakers and ”carriers of Russian history and 
culture“ as “compatriots“ and includes all of the former territories of Kyivan Rus, the Kingdom of 
Muscovy, the Russian Empire, the Soviet Union, and the contemporary Russian 
Federation.”[2] Russia uses the framework of “Russkiy Mir” to justify Russian imperialist expansion 
and the subjugation of independent, sovereign states and their peoples within a pseudo-cultural and 
historical context. Russian officials have routinely justified the full-scale invasion of Ukraine by 
claiming that Russia aims to protect its “compatriots” abroad, again rejecting Ukraine‘s 
sovereignty.[3] Russia also continues to trivialize the sovereignty of other post-Soviet countries and 
has been setting information conditions to escalate tensions in the Baltics and Moldova under the 
guise of protecting its “compatriots” abroad.[4] Russia has been in violation of its own commitments 
to respect Ukraine’s territorial integrity and “inviolability of borders” and its agreement to center 
relations with Ukraine on ”non-use of force or threat of force” and “non-interference in internal 
affairs” undertaken in the 1994 Budapest Memorandum since its initial invasion in 2014.[5] Putin's 

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/36a7f6a6f5a9448496de641cf64bd375
https://understandingwar.maps.arcgis.com/apps/instant/3dviewer/index.html?appid=1602762dbcde419bb957dea358449580
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/733fe90805894bfc8562d90b106aa895


2  Institute for the Study of War and AEI’s Critical Threats Project 2024 
 

false claims that Russia respects “equality” and “sovereignty” are likely intended to cater to states that 
the Kremlin desires to pull into its wider sphere of influence, much as it initially intended to do with 
Ukraine before the initial 2014 invasion. 

Russian Ambassador to Denmark Vladimir Barbin threatened Denmark, a founding 
member of NATO, on January 20 in response to a recent US-Danish agreement 
allowing US forces access to military bases in Denmark. Barbin claimed during an interview 
with Russian news outlet RIA Novosti that the December 2023 US-Danish agreement “creates new 
challenges” for Russia’s security in the Baltic Sea region and stated that Russia will determine the 
“necessary responses“ to such actions.[6] The US and Denmark signed a Defense Cooperation 
Agreement on December 21, 2023, allowing the US to permanently station forces and equipment at 
military bases in Denmark.[7] Barbin called the agreement a “deliberate course towards further 
degradation of the military-political situation in the region under the slogans of containing and 
intimidating Russia.“[8] A prominent Kremlin-affiliated Russian milblogger previously claimed that 
Finland is becoming a ”second Ukraine” in response to a similar US-Finnish agreement.[9] Russian 
officials, including Russian President Vladimir Putin, have recently threatened Finland, and the 
Kremlin’s threats against a founding member of NATO that shares no borders with Russia is a notable 
challenge to the wider alliance.[10] Russian threats made towards a founding member of NATO also 
undermine Russia’s longstanding information operation that its aggressive actions are in response to 
NATO expansion.[11] 

Russian energy exports to China significantly increased in 2023 amid increasing 
Russian reliance on oil revenues to manage the fiscal burdens of the war in 
Ukraine. Kremlin newswire TASS amplified data from the Chinese General Customs Administration 
on January 20 that shows a 24 percent increase in Russian crude oil exports to China from 2022 to 
2023 and a 23 percent increase in Russian exports of Liquified Natural Gas (LNG).[12] TASS noted 
that Russia became China’s largest oil supplier in 2023.[13] Increased Russian energy exports to 
Indo-Pacific states, primarily India and China, and widespread Russian efforts to skirt the G7 price 
cap on Russian crude oil and petroleum products allowed Russia to significantly increase oil revenues 
in 2023.[14] 
  
European Union (EU) Internal Market Commissioner Thierry Breton stated on January 
20 that the EU will have the capacity to produce 1.3 to 1.4 million artillery shells by the 
end of 2024 and will ensure that it delivers the “majority” of the shells to 
Ukraine.[15] Breton stated that the EU will be able to produce one million shells per year by March 
or April 2024 and intends to “significantly” increase its shell production capacity in 2025.[16] NATO 
announced on January 19 that it plans to announce a major unspecified investment in artillery 
ammunition on January 23.[17] 

A poll conducted by independent analytical platform VoxUkraine found that 63 percent 
of Ukrainians who left the country because of Russia’s invasion had returned by July-
August 2023.[18] The poll also found that 64 percent of respondents who have not yet returned to 
Ukraine do have plans to return and that 27 percent will return to Ukraine. At the same time, the war 
continues as long as there are suitable housing and employment opportunities.[19] As many as 6.2 
million Ukrainians are living abroad due to the war, according to various international estimates.[20] 
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Russian forces conducted a limited series of strikes against Ukraine on January 20 
amid continued Russian efforts to test and pressure Ukrainian air defenses. Ukrainian 
military officials reported that Russian forces launched seven Shahed-136/131 drones from 
Primorsko-Akhtarsk, Krasnodar Krai, and three S-300 missiles from occupied Luhansk 
Oblast.[21] Ukrainian officials reported that Ukrainian forces intercepted four of the drones and that 
the S-300 missiles struck Novohrodivka, Donetsk Oblast.[22] Ukrainian Air Force Spokesperson 
Colonel Yuriy Ihnat stated that recent Russian strike series have attempted to overload Ukrainian air 
defenses and that Russian forces continue to launch drones and missiles in ways designed to avoid, 
penetrate, and degrade limited Ukrainian air defense capabilities.[23] Russian forces will likely 
continue to adapt missile and drone strike packages in an effort to penetrate Ukrainian air defenses 
and place pressure on Ukrainian air defense deployments.[24] Ihnat acknowledged that Ukrainian 
forces have concentrated a considerable amount of air defense near Kyiv to defend against regular 
Russian strikes and that it will be difficult for Ukrainian forces to disperse these systems as Russia’s 
strike campaign continues.[25] 
  
Key Takeaways: 
 

• Russian President Vladimir Putin falsely claimed that Russia supports the 
“unconditional equality” and “sovereignty” of all states in a January 20 letter 
to the Non-Aligned Movement Summit, contradicting Russia’s official position 
on its war in Ukraine and its wider imperial ambitions. 

• Russian Ambassador to Denmark Vladimir Barbin threatened Denmark, a 
founding member of NATO, on January 20 in response to a recent US-Danish 
agreement allowing US forces access to military bases in Denmark. 

• Russian energy exports to China significantly increased in 2023 amid 
increasing Russian reliance on oil revenues to manage the fiscal burdens of 
the war in Ukraine. 

• European Union (EU) Internal Market Commissioner Thierry Breton stated on 
January 20 that the EU will have the capacity to produce 1.3 to 1.4 million 
artillery shells by the end of 2024 and will ensure that it delivers the 
“majority” of the shells to Ukraine. 

• Russian forces made confirmed advances along the Kupyansk-Svatove-
Kreminna line, near Bakhmut, and in the Donetsk-Zaporizhia Oblast border 
area amid continued positional engagements along the front. 

• A Russian Storm-Z instructor claimed on January 16 that Rosgvardia 
personnel operating in occupied Ukraine have systematic issues with 
equipment and weapons storage. 

• Occupation authorities continue preparations for the March 2024 Russian 
presidential election. 
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We do not report in detail on Russian war crimes because these activities are well-
covered in Western media and do not directly affect the military operations we are 
assessing and forecasting. We will continue to evaluate and report on the effects of 
these criminal activities on the Ukrainian military and the Ukrainian population and 
specifically on combat in Ukrainian urban areas. We utterly condemn Russian 
violations of the laws of armed conflict and the Geneva Conventions and crimes 
against humanity even though we do not describe them in these reports. 
  

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/DraftUkraineCoTJanuary%2020%2C%202024.png
https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/DraftUkraineCoTJanuary 20%2C 2024.png
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• Russian Main Effort – Eastern Ukraine (comprised of two subordinate main efforts) 
• Russian Subordinate Main Effort #1 – Capture the remainder of Luhansk Oblast and push 

westward into eastern Kharkiv Oblast and encircle northern Donetsk Oblast 
• Russian Subordinate Main Effort #2 – Capture the entirety of Donetsk Oblast 
• Russian Supporting Effort – Southern Axis 
• Russian Mobilization and Force Generation Efforts 
• Russian Technological Adaptations 
• Ukrainian Defense Industrial Base Efforts 
• Activities in Russian-Occupied Areas 
• Russian Information Operations and Narratives 
• Significant Activity in Belarus 

Russian Main Effort – Eastern Ukraine 

Russian Subordinate Main Effort #1 – Luhansk Oblast (Russian objective: Capture the 
remainder of Luhansk Oblast and push westward into eastern Kharkiv Oblast and 
northern Donetsk Oblast) 

Russian forces recently advanced along the Kupyansk-Svatove-Kreminna line on January 20. 
Geolocated imagery published on January 20 indicates that Russian forces captured Krokhmalne 
(20km northwest of Svatove), and Russian milbloggers earlier claimed that Ukrainian forces 
withdrew from positions near the settlement.[26] Geolocated footage published on January 20 
indicates that Russian forces marginally advanced east of Ivanivka (20km southeast of 
Kupyansk).[27] Additional geolocated footage published on January 18 indicates that Russian forces 
marginally advanced just east of Zolotarivka (17km south of Kreminna).[28] Russian and Ukrainian 
sources stated that positional fighting continued northeast of Kupyansk near Synkivka and 
Petropavlivka; southeast of Kupyansk near Tabaivka; northwest of Svatove near Berestove; west of 
Kreminna near Terny and Yampolivka; southwest of Kreminna near Hryhorivka and the 
Serebryanske forest area; and south of Kreminna near Bilohorivka and 
Verkhnokamyanske.[29] Elements of the Russian 1st Guards Tank Army (Western Military District 
[WMD]) are reportedly attacking in the Kupyansk direction and elements of the 20th Combined Arms 
Army (WMD) are reportedly conducting assaults in the Lyman direction.[30] 

The spokesperson of a Ukrainian brigade operating in the Lyman direction stated on January 20 that 
Russian forces are conducting infantry-led assaults with armored vehicle support in the Lyman 
direction.[31] The spokesperson stated that a large number of Russian tanks, BMPs, and armored 
vehicles are moving in an unspecified area in the Lyman direction and that Russian forces are 
suffering significant armored vehicle losses in the area. The spokesperson stated that increased 
Russian attacks in the Lyman direction may be due to orders from Russian leadership to reach 
“specific boundaries” by a certain date, potentially in reference to the upcoming Russian presidential 
election in March. ISW has not yet observed footage of large columns of Russian vehicles operating in 
the Kupyansk or Lyman directions at the time of writing this report but will consider visual evidence 
of such columns and the consistent occurrence of mechanized Russian assaults as leading indicators 
that Russian forces have begun a larger offensive operation in the area. Notable Russian gains along 
the Kupyansk-Svatove-Kreminna line would also likely be indicators of a larger Russian offensive 
effort in the area given the previous year of positional fighting along this sector of the front. 



6  Institute for the Study of War and AEI’s Critical Threats Project 2024 
 

 

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Luhansk Battle Map Draft January 20%2C 2024.png
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Russian Subordinate Main Effort #2 – Donetsk Oblast (Russian objective: Capture the 
entirety of Donetsk Oblast, the claimed territory of Russia’s proxies in Donbas) 

Russian forces recently advanced southwest of Bakhmut. Geolocated footage posted on January 20 
shows that Russian forces recently advanced in a small forest belt northwest of Klishchiivka 
(southwest of Bakhmut).[32] Ukrainian and Russian sources reported fighting northwest of Bakhmut 
near Bohdanivka; west of Bakhmut near Ivanivske; and southwest of Bakhmut near Klishchiivka and 
Andriivka.[33] A Russian milblogger claimed that Russian forces captured the rest of Bohdanivka, but 
later withdrew the claim and stated that Ukrainian forces still maintained control of some of the 
settlement.[34] ISW has not yet observed visual evidence of these Russian gains in Bohdanivka. 
Elements of the Russian 98th Guards Airborne (VDV) Division, Sever-V volunteer brigade, and 58th 
Spetsnaz Brigade (1st Donetsk People's Republic [DNR] Army Corps) reportedly continue operating 
in the Bakhmut area.[35] 
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Russian forces reportedly advanced on the southern outskirts of Avdiivka on January 20. Several 
Russian milbloggers claimed that Russian forces captured a Ukrainian fortified area near the "Tsarska 
Okhota" restaurant (500 meters south of Avdiivka), broke through to Chernyshevskoho and Sportyva 
Streets, and are advancing north towards Avdiivka along Soborna Street.[36] Milbloggers also 
claimed that Russian forces captured the Skotovata dacha area on the southern outskirts of 
Avdiivka.[37] ISW has not yet observed visual evidence of these purported Russian gains in southern 
Avdiivka. Russian and Ukrainian sources reported that positional engagements continued northwest 
of Avdiivka near Stepove, Novobakhmutivka, and Novokalynove; west of Avdiivka near Sieverne and 
Tonenke; and southwest of Avdiivka near Vodyane, Pervomaiske, and Nevelske.[38] Elements of the 

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Bakhmut Battle Map Draft January 20%2C 2024.png


9  Institute for the Study of War and AEI’s Critical Threats Project 2024 
 

DNR's “Pyatnashka” international volunteer brigade and “Dikaya Divisiya” formation are reportedly 
operating in the Avdiivka direction.[39] 

  

Positional engagements continued west and southwest of Donetsk City on January 20, but there were 
no confirmed changes to the frontline in this area. Russian and Ukrainian sources reported fighting 
west of Donetsk City near Heorhiivka and Marinka and southwest of Donetsk City near 

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Avdiivka%20and%20Donetsk%20City%20Battle%20Map%20Draft%20January%2020%2C%202024.png
https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Avdiivka and Donetsk City Battle Map Draft January 20%2C 2024.png
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Novomykhailivka.[40] Some Russian sources claimed that Russian forces have been focusing on 
interdicting the O0532 Marinka-Vuhledar road.[41] 

  

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Donetsk%20Battle%20Map%20Draft%20January%2020%2C%202024.png
https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Donetsk Battle Map Draft January 20%2C 2024.png
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Russian Supporting Effort – Southern Axis (Russian objective: Maintain frontline 
positions and secure rear areas against Ukrainian strikes) 
 
Russian forces made a marginal advance in the Donetsk-Zaporizhia Oblast border area. Geolocated 
footage posted on January 20 shows limited Russian gains southeast of Urozhaine (10km south of 
Velyka Novosilka).[42] Russian and Ukrainian sources stated that positional fighting occurred south 
of Zolota Nyva (southeast of Velyka Novosilka) and south of Velyka Novosilka near Urozhaine and 
Staromayorske.[43] 
 

  

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Vremivka%20Salient%20Battle%20Map%20Draft%20January%2020%2C%202024.png
https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Vremivka Salient Battle Map Draft January 20%2C 2024.png
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Russian and Ukrainian forces continued positional engagements in western Zaporizhia Oblast on 
January 20. Russian and Ukrainian sources stated that positional fighting continued near Robotyne 
and east of Robotyne near Verbove.[44] 

  

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Pyatykhatky%20and%20Robotyne%20Battle%20Map%20Draft%20January%2020%2C%202024.png
https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Pyatykhatky and Robotyne Battle Map Draft January 20%2C 2024.png
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Ukrainian forces maintain positions on the east (left) bank of Kherson Oblast as of January 20, but 
there were no changes to the frontline in this area. The Ukrainian General Staff reported that 
Ukrainian forces repelled 10 Russian assaults on the left bank.[45] A Russian milblogger claimed that 
weather is constraining operations on the left bank, although Kherson Oblast occupation head 
Vladimir Saldo claimed that Ukrainian forces recently resumed attempts to cross the Dnipro River 
after icy conditions on the river thawed.[46] The United Kingdom Ministry of Defense (UK MoD) 
assessed that Russian forces will likely continue to attempt to dislodge Ukrainian forces from 
positions near Krynky in the coming weeks despite growing manpower losses.[47] 

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Zaporizhia Battle Map Draft January 20%2C 2024.png
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The International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) stated on January 19 that its observers at the 
Zaporizhzhia Nuclear Power Plant (ZNPP) noted that unspecified actors, likely Russian forces, mined 
the perimeter of the ZNPP between the facility’s internal and external fence, where IAEA observers 
had previously seen mines as of November 2023.[48] Ukrainian Main Military Intelligence 
Directorate (GUR) Spokesperson Andriy Yusov stated that there is nothing new about Russian forces 

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Kherson-Mykolaiv%20Battle%20Map%20Draft%20January%2020%2C%202024.png
https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Kherson-Mykolaiv Battle Map Draft January 20%2C 2024.png
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mining the territory of the ZNPP and that Russian threats to the facility will remain as long as Russian 
forces occupy it.[49] Russian threats to the ZNPP occur amid Russia’s ongoing effort to compel the 
IAEA and the international community to normalize Russia’s occupation of the ZNPP.[50] 

Russian Mobilization and Force Generation Efforts (Russian objective: Expand combat 
power without conducting general mobilization) 

A Russian Storm-Z instructor claimed on January 16 that Rosgvardia personnel operating in occupied 
Ukraine have systematic issues with equipment and weapons storage caused by inflexible regulatory 
documents. The instructor claimed that improper storage of military equipment and weapons led to a 
fire at a Rosgvardia checkpoint in southern Donetsk Oblast on January 15.[51] The instructor claimed 
that Rosgvardia requires its personnel to lock weapons and equipment on cables in storage facilities 
which prevented personnel from saving the equipment and weapons from the fire.[52] The instructor 
claimed that Rosgvardia personnel are strictly following documents that regulate the storage of 
weapons in this way and bemoaned the practice as constraining Rosgvardia’s ability to quickly 
respond to threats.[53] Russia appears to be continuing efforts to use newly formed Rosgvardia units 
to build out a military occupation force in Ukraine separate from frontline Russian units but appears 
to be facing systemic issues in doing so.[54] 

Russia continues to rely on covert schemes to acquire critical components from abroad to support 
Russia’s defense industrial base (DIB). The US Department of Justice (DOJ) reported on January 18 
that US authorities arrested an individual with US, Israeli, and Russian citizenship who the US DOJ 
accused of using a network of businesses in China and other countries to transfer hundreds of 
thousands of semiconductors to sanctioned businesses with ties to the Russian military and Russian 
Federal Security Service (FSB).[55] 

Russian Technological Adaptations (Russian objective: Introduce technological 
innovations to optimize systems for use in Ukraine) 

Nothing significant to report. 

Ukrainian Defense Industrial Efforts (Ukrainian objective: Develop its defense 
industrial base to become more self-sufficient in cooperation with US, European, and 
international partners) 

Click here to read ISW’s new analysis on Ukrainian long-term efforts to develop a self-
sufficient DIB with US and European support. 

The Ukrainian Ministry of Defense (MoD) reported on January 20 that the Ukrainian MoD’s Internal 
Audit Service and the US Embassy in Ukraine’s Defense Cooperation Department conducted the first 
joint inspection of US-provided weapons in Ukraine.[56] The Ukrainian MoD reported that Ukrainian 
and US inspectors checked weapons’ serial numbers, technical conditions, and storage conditions, 
and stated that US representatives had ”no comments” during the joint inspection.[57] Ukrainian 
Deputy Defense Minister Yuriy Dzhygir stated that Ukraine is providing partner countries access to 
storage locations and conducting systematic joint inspections to ”increase transparency and 
strengthen trust.”[58] 
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Activities in Russian-occupied areas (Russian objective: Consolidate administrative 
control of annexed areas; forcibly integrate Ukrainian citizens into Russian 
sociocultural, economic, military, and governance systems) 
 
Occupation authorities continue preparations for the March 2024 Russian presidential election. The 
Ukrainian Resistance Center reported on January 20 that occupation authorities in occupied 
Enerhodar, Zaporizhia Oblast are recruiting local pensioners to form a “council of veterans” to 
campaign for Russian President Vladimir Putin ahead of the presidential election.[59] Occupation 
officials will provide the pensioners with additional food and medicine in exchange for campaigning 
for Putin.[60] Ukrainian Melitopol Mayor Ivan Fedorov stated that Russian authorities have selected 
proxies in occupied Ukraine to collect signatures for Putin and ensure "100 percent voter turnout" 
and at least 90 percent of local votes for Putin.[61] 
 
Russian officials continued efforts to highlight the economic potential of occupied areas of Ukraine, 
likely in part to attract Russians to move to occupied Ukraine. Russian Presidential Administration 
First Deputy Head Sergei Kiriyenko presented an award on January 20 to Luhansk People’s Republic 
(LNR) chairman Sergei Kozlev recognizing the LNR as one of the “best supporter[s] of local 
producers” during a ceremony honoring Russia’s “federal territories” at the Rossiya international 
forum and exhibit.[62] Zaporizhia Oblast occupation governor Yevgeny Balitsky claimed that Russian 
authorities recognized occupied Primorsk and Berdyansk cities as “best projects to create a 
comfortable urban environment” in 2023.[63] 

Russian Information Operations and Narratives 

A Russian ultranationalist milblogger continued to express fear that Russia is losing influence over 
Armenia amid deteriorating Armenian-Russian relations. A Kremlin-affiliated Russian milblogger 
criticized Armenian Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan’s statements in support of creating a new 
Armenian constitution instead of reforming the existing constitution.[64] The milblogger claimed that 
Pashinyan may want to declare Armenia’s “neutral status” in a proposed new constitution, thereby 
removing Armenia from the Russian-led Collective Security Treaty Organization (CSTO) and allowing 
Armenia to ally with “countries unfriendly to Russia.”[65] 

Significant Activity in Belarus (Russian efforts to increase its military presence in 
Belarus and further integrate Belarus into Russian-favorable frameworks and Wagner 
Group activity in Belarus) 

Belarusian President Alexander Lukashenko continues to promote Russia’s 2023 transfer of tactical 
nuclear weapons to Belarus. Lukashenko stated on January 20 that Russia transferred nuclear 
weapons to Belarus with Iskander launch vehicles in 2023 and that he signed a decree on the 
“procedure for using nuclear weapons” that specifies that nuclear weapons may only be used by order 
of the president" (presumably by order of Russian President Vladimir Putin since Russia retains 
control over the weapons).[66] Belarusian Defense Minister Lieutenant General Viktor Khrenin 
announced on January 16 that Belarus’ new draft military doctrine accounts for the use of Russian 
tactical nuclear weapons stationed in Belarus for the first time.[67] ISW continues to assess that 
neither Russia nor Belarus seeks nuclear escalation and that Russian use of nuclear weapons remains 
unlikely.[68] 
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Ukrainian Joint Forces Commander Lieutenant General Serhiy Nayev stated on January 19 that 
Belarus continues to supply and repair weapons and military equipment that Russian forces use in 
Ukraine. Nayev also stated that the Belarusian defense industrial base (DIB) continues to produce 
new and recycle obsolete ammunition to transfer to Russian forces.[69] 

Belarusian Ambassador to Russia Dmitry Krutoy, Russian Deputy Prime Minister Alexey Overchuk, 
and Union State Secretary of State Dmitry Mezentsev met on January 19 to discuss preparations for 
the next Supreme State Council of the Union State meeting and Russian-Belarusian trade and 
economic cooperation.[70] 

Note: ISW does not receive any classified material from any source, uses only publicly 
available information, and draws extensively on Russian, Ukrainian, and Western 
reporting and social media as well as commercially available satellite imagery and 
other geospatial data as the basis for these reports. References to all sources used are 
provided in the endnotes of each update. 

  

 

[1] http://www.kremlin dot ru/events/president/letters/73287 

[2] https://www.understandingwar.org/backgrounder/russian-offensive-campaign-assessment-
november-28-2023 

[3] https://www.understandingwar.org/backgrounder/russian-offensive-campaign-assessment-
december-13-2023 

[4] https://isw.pub/UkrWar011624 ; https://isw.pub/UkrWar011124 ; https://isw.pub/UkrWar0110
24 

[5] https://treaties.un.org/doc/Publication/UNTS/Volume%203007/v3007.pdf 

[6] https://ria dot ru/20240120/barbin-1922281906.html 

[7] https://www.reuters.com/world/denmark-us-reach-defence-agreement-2023-12-
19/ ; https://www.state.gov/secretary-antony-j-blinken-at-a-defense-cooperation-agreement-
signing-ceremony-with-danish-foreign-minister-lars-rasmussen/ 

[8] https://ria dot ru/20240120/barbin-1922281906.html 

[9] https://isw.pub/UkrWar122623 

[10] https://isw.pub/UkrWar121723 ; https://isw.pub/UkrWar121923 ; 
https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/topics_52044.htm 



18  Institute for the Study of War and AEI’s Critical Threats Project 2024 
 

[11] https://isw.pub/UkrWar121923; https://isw.pub/UkrWar121423; https://isw.pub/UkrWar07122
3 ; https://isw.pub/UkrWar100523 

[12] https://t.me/tass_agency/227177 

[13] https://t.me/tass_agency/227177 

[14] https://isw.pub/UkrWar120623 ; https://isw.pub/UkrWar122723 ; 
https://www.understandingwar.org/backgrounder/russian-offensive-campaign-assessment-
december-21-2023 

[15] https://www.rtbf dot be/article/guerre-en-ukraine-l-union-europeenne-aura-la-capacite-de-
produire-13-million-d-obus-d-ici-la-fin-de-l-annee-annonce-thierry-breton-11315950 

[16] https://www.rtbf dot be/article/guerre-en-ukraine-l-union-europeenne-aura-la-capacite-de-
produire-13-million-d-obus-d-ici-la-fin-de-l-annee-annonce-thierry-breton-11315950 

[17] https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/news_221923.htm 

[18] https://minre.gov dot ua/2024/01/20/bilshe-polovyny-ukrayinskyh-shukachiv-prytulku-
povernulysya-v-ukrayinu-doslidzhennya/ ; https://voxukraine dot org/povernutysya-chy-
zalyshytysya-yaki-chynnyky-vplyvayut-na-rishennya-ukrayinskyh-bizhentsiv#_ftnref6 

[19] https://minre.gov dot ua/2024/01/20/bilshe-polovyny-ukrayinskyh-shukachiv-prytulku-
povernulysya-v-ukrayinu-doslidzhennya/ ; https://voxukraine dot org/povernutysya-chy-
zalyshytysya-yaki-chynnyky-vplyvayut-na-rishennya-ukrayinskyh-bizhentsiv#_ftnref6 

[20] https://voxukraine dot org/povernutysya-chy-zalyshytysya-yaki-chynnyky-vplyvayut-na-
rishennya-ukrayinskyh-bizhentsiv#_ftnref6; https://www.wsj.com/world/europe/will-ukraines-
refugees-want-to-go-back-home-a6a9832a 

[21] https://t.me/kpszsu/9935 
; https://www.facebook.com/GeneralStaff.ua/posts/pfbid02EcDzD5Hg75YdXxQvPMu5vhHMrpWz
HZTUUnzxT54wJModk11msyqNudree5uFF1KXl ; 
https://www.facebook.com/GeneralStaff.ua/posts/pfbid0P5ZaMLNz7VSQBzfARR7SoPsJeDy5DvYv9
yg3XwU9RbCaWrnxFyCC5tKYz6ov1BPRl ; 
https://www.facebook.com/GeneralStaff.ua/posts/pfbid0PWa5aWaGsPF1891KEpYrRpEg4kPzpDBU
gojyX6ZFihMP5e8Cz1YDZgCpcyFmLf2Zl 

[22] https://dn.npu.gov dot ua/news/donechchyna-pid-udaramy-okupantiv-poraneno-dvokh-
myrnykh-meshkantsiv ; 
https://www.facebook.com/GeneralStaff.ua/posts/pfbid0P5ZaMLNz7VSQBzfARR7SoPsJeDy5DvYv9
yg3XwU9RbCaWrnxFyCC5tKYz6ov1BPRl 
; https://www.facebook.com/GeneralStaff.ua/posts/pfbid0PWa5aWaGsPF1891KEpYrRpEg4kPzpDB
UgojyX6ZFihMP5e8Cz1YDZgCpcyFmLf2Zl ; https://t.me/kpszsu/9935 ; 
https://www.facebook.com/GeneralStaff.ua/posts/pfbid02EcDzD5Hg75YdXxQvPMu5vhHMrpWzH
ZTUUnzxT54wJModk11msyqNudree5uFF1KXl 



19  Institute for the Study of War and AEI’s Critical Threats Project 2024 
 

[23] https://focus dot ua/eksklyuzivy/621328-u-nas-est-sredstva-kotorye-mogut-dostavat-vraga-
tam-gde-oni-ne-zhdut-yuriy-ignat-v-intervyu-fokusu 

[24] https://isw.pub/UkrWar011524 ; https://isw.pub/UkrWar122923 

[25] https://focus dot ua/eksklyuzivy/621328-u-nas-est-sredstva-kotorye-mogut-dostavat-vraga-
tam-gde-oni-ne-zhdut-yuriy-ignat-v-intervyu-fokusu 

[26] https://t.me/notes_veterans/15076 ; https://t.me/boris_rozhin/110208; https://t.me/privet_iz
_doma152/6309; https://twitter.com/EjShahid/status/1748789867482395014; https://twitter.com/
EjShahid/status/1748790000232108388 

[27] https://t.me/WarArchive_ua/9906; https://t.me/tg_athena_gur/18 

[28] https://twitter.com/neonhandrail/status/1748695951513153757; https://www.youtube.com/wat
ch?v=b8yNLgIxVIU; https://t.me/k_2_54/244 

[29] https://www.facebook.com/GeneralStaff.ua/posts/pfbid0P5ZaMLNz7VSQBzfARR7SoPsJeDy5D
vYv9yg3XwU9RbCaWrnxFyCC5tKYz6ov1BPRl ; https://www.facebook.com/GeneralStaff.ua/posts/p
fbid0PWa5aWaGsPF1891KEpYrRpEg4kPzpDBUgojyX6ZFihMP5e8Cz1YDZgCpcyFmLf2Zl ; https://t.
me/mod_russia/34846 ; https://t.me/mod_russia/34848 ; https://t.me/mod_russia/34836 ; https:
//t.me/wargonzo/17685 ; https://t.me/wargonzo/17685 ; https://t.me/luhanskaVTSA/16529 

[30] https://t.me/sashakots/44563 ; https://suspilne dot media/665728-rosijski-vijska-
vikoristovuut-novu-taktiku-na-limanskomu-napramku-recnik-21-ombr/ 

[31] https://suspilne dot media/665728-rosijski-vijska-vikoristovuut-novu-taktiku-na-limanskomu-
napramku-recnik-21-ombr/ 

[32] https://t.me/creamy_caprice/4102; https://t.me/vlaislav28/1187; https://x.com/GermanObser
ver1/status/1748789642508292313?s=20 

[33] https://www.facebook.com/GeneralStaff.ua/posts/pfbid02LWGgb4kubkiPSFMPfJLKjuYfHmKr
AKdDMeUvUW6eUWKRZddYdqR376t5FHTYZawel; https://www.facebook.com/GeneralStaff.ua/po
sts/pfbid0P5ZaMLNz7VSQBzfARR7SoPsJeDy5DvYv9yg3XwU9RbCaWrnxFyCC5tKYz6ov1BPRl ; htt
ps://www.facebook.com/GeneralStaff.ua/posts/pfbid0PWa5aWaGsPF1891KEpYrRpEg4kPzpDBUgoj
yX6ZFihMP5e8Cz1YDZgCpcyFmLf2Zl; https://t.me/mod_russia/34840 

[34] https://t.me/romanov_92/43952 ; https://twitter.com/GirkinGirkin/status/1748740900656718
208; https://t.me/romanov_92/43956 ; https://twitter.com/GirkinGirkin/status/174874090065671
8208 

[35] https://t.me/RVvoenkor/60651; https://t.me/boris_rozhin/110176; https://t.me/RVvoenkor/6
0624 

[36] https://t.me/rybar/56180; . https://t.me/negumanitarnaya_pomosch_Z/14183 https://t.me/RV
voenkor/60637; https://t.me/z_arhiv/25826; https://t.me/boris_rozhin/110208; https://t.me/boris
_rozhin/110213; https://t.me/prigozhin_2023_tg/6896; https://t.me/russkiy_opolchenec/39388; h
ttps://t.me/RVvoenkor/60666 



20  Institute for the Study of War and AEI’s Critical Threats Project 2024 
 

[37] https://t.me/rybar/56180; https://t.me/negumanitarnaya_pomosch_Z/14183 https://t.me/RVv
oenkor/60637; https://t.me/boris_rozhin/110213; https://t.me/RVvoenkor/60606 

[38] https://www.facebook.com/GeneralStaff.ua/posts/pfbid02LWGgb4kubkiPSFMPfJLKjuYfHmKr
AKdDMeUvUW6eUWKRZddYdqR376t5FHTYZawel; https://www.facebook.com/GeneralStaff.ua/po
sts/pfbid0P5ZaMLNz7VSQBzfARR7SoPsJeDy5DvYv9yg3XwU9RbCaWrnxFyCC5tKYz6ov1BPRl ; htt
ps://www.facebook.com/GeneralStaff.ua/posts/pfbid0PWa5aWaGsPF1891KEpYrRpEg4kPzpDBUgoj
yX6ZFihMP5e8Cz1YDZgCpcyFmLf2Zl; https://t.me/rybar/56180; https://t.me/dva_majors/33086; 
https://t.me/wargonzo/17685; https://t.me/RVvoenkor/60606;https://t.me/RVvoenkor/60666 

[39] https://t.me/RVvoenkor/60642 

[40] https://www.facebook.com/GeneralStaff.ua/posts/pfbid02LWGgb4kubkiPSFMPfJLKjuYfHmKr
AKdDMeUvUW6eUWKRZddYdqR376t5FHTYZawel; https://www.facebook.com/GeneralStaff.ua/po
sts/pfbid0P5ZaMLNz7VSQBzfARR7SoPsJeDy5DvYv9yg3XwU9RbCaWrnxFyCC5tKYz6ov1BPRl ; htt
ps://www.facebook.com/GeneralStaff.ua/posts/pfbid0PWa5aWaGsPF1891KEpYrRpEg4kPzpDBUgoj
yX6ZFihMP5e8Cz1YDZgCpcyFmLf2Zl; https://t.me/dva_majors/33086; https://t.me/wargonzo/176
85; https://t.me/RVvoenkor/60613 

[41] https://t.me/dva_majors/33086; . https://t.me/RVvoenkor/60613 

[42] https://t.me/creamy_caprice/4100?single; https://t.me/censor_net/43994 

[43] https://www.facebook.com/GeneralStaff.ua/posts/pfbid0P5ZaMLNz7VSQBzfARR7SoPsJeDy5D
vYv9yg3XwU9RbCaWrnxFyCC5tKYz6ov1BPRl 
; https://www.facebook.com/GeneralStaff.ua/posts/pfbid0PWa5aWaGsPF1891KEpYrRpEg4kPzpDB
UgojyX6ZFihMP5e8Cz1YDZgCpcyFmLf2Zl ; https://t.me/mod_russia/34846 
; https://t.me/mod_russia/34851 ; https://t.me/wargonzo/17685 

[44] https://www.facebook.com/GeneralStaff.ua/posts/pfbid0P5ZaMLNz7VSQBzfARR7SoPsJeDy5D
vYv9yg3XwU9RbCaWrnxFyCC5tKYz6ov1BPRl 
; https://www.facebook.com/GeneralStaff.ua/posts/pfbid0PWa5aWaGsPF1891KEpYrRpEg4kPzpDB
UgojyX6ZFihMP5e8Cz1YDZgCpcyFmLf2Zl ; https://t.me/mod_russia/34846 
; https://t.me/mod_russia/34852 ; https://t.me/dva_majors/33086 ; https://t.me/wargonzo/17685 

[45] https://www.facebook.com/GeneralStaff.ua/posts/pfbid0P5ZaMLNz7VSQBzfARR7SoPsJeDy5D
vYv9yg3XwU9RbCaWrnxFyCC5tKYz6ov1BPRl ; 
https://www.facebook.com/GeneralStaff.ua/posts/pfbid0PWa5aWaGsPF1891KEpYrRpEg4kPzpDBU
gojyX6ZFihMP5e8Cz1YDZgCpcyFmLf2Zl 

[46] https://t.me/dva_majors/33086 ; https://t.me/tass_agency/227231 

[47] https://twitter.com/DefenceHQ/status/1748695026966712744 

[48] https://www.iaea.org/newscenter/pressreleases/update-207-iaea-director-general-statement-
on-situation-in-ukraine; 



21  Institute for the Study of War and AEI’s Critical Threats Project 2024 
 

[49] https://armyinform.com dot ua/2024/01/20/gur-pro-minuvannya-zaes-rosiyanamy-zagroza-
bude-poky-stancziyu-kontrolyuyut-terorysty/ 

[50] https://isw.pub/UkrWar120223 

[51] https://t.me/philologist_zov/785 

[52] https://t.me/philologist_zov/785 

[53] https://t.me/philologist_zov/785 

[54] https://www.understandingwar.org/backgrounder/russian-offensive-campaign-assessment-
december-24-2023 

[55] https://www.justice dot gov/opa/pr/businessman-arrested-scheme-illegally-export-
semiconductors-and-other-controlled-technology 

[56] https://t.me/ministry_of_defense_ua/8674 ; https://armyinform.com dot 
ua/2024/01/20/ukrayina-ta-ssha-provely-pershu-spilnu-inspekcziyu-zbroyi-nadanoyi-
amerykanskymy-partneramy/ 

[57] https://t.me/ministry_of_defense_ua/8674 ; https://armyinform.com dot 
ua/2024/01/20/ukrayina-ta-ssha-provely-pershu-spilnu-inspekcziyu-zbroyi-nadanoyi-
amerykanskymy-partneramy/ 

[58] https://t.me/ministry_of_defense_ua/8674 ; https://armyinform.com dot 
ua/2024/01/20/ukrayina-ta-ssha-provely-pershu-spilnu-inspekcziyu-zbroyi-nadanoyi-
amerykanskymy-partneramy/ 

[59] https://sprotyv.mod.gov dot ua/rosiyany-mobilizuyut-v-ryady-agitatoriv-pensioneriv/ 

[60] https://sprotyv.mod.gov dot ua/rosiyany-mobilizuyut-v-ryady-agitatoriv-pensioneriv/ 

[61] https://t.me/ivan_fedorov_melitopol/4399 

[62] https://t.me/gowithRussia/4685 ; https://lug-info dot com/news/lnr-na-vystavke-rossiya-
poluchila-priz-za-luchshuyu-podderzhku-proizvoditelej-regiona ; https://главалнр dot 
рф/news/all/all/Na_vistavke-
forume_«Rossiya»_LNR_poluchila_priz_za_luchshuyu_podderzhku_proizvoditelei_regiona_?id=1
552 ; 

[63] https://t.me/BalitskyEV/2453 

[64] https://www.rferl.org/a/armenia-pashinian-new-
constitution/32783767.html ; https://t.me/wargonzo/17684 

[65] https://t.me/wargonzo/17684 

[66] https://t.me/stranaua/140489 



22  Institute for the Study of War and AEI’s Critical Threats Project 2024 
 

[67] https://www.understandingwar.org/backgrounder/russian-offensive-campaign-assessment-
january-16-2024 

[68] https://www.understandingwar.org/backgrounder/russian-offensive-campaign-assessment-
january-16-2024 

[69] https://armyinform.com dot ua/2024/01/19/sergij-nayev-nazvav-chyselnist-rosijskyh-i-
biloruskyh-vijsk-na-pivnichnomu-kordoni/ 

[70] https://www.belta dot by/politics/view/podgotovku-k-zasedaniju-vysshego-gossoveta-
sojuznogo-gosudarstva-obsudili-v-moskve-610734-2024/ 

 


