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Click here to seel S Wanser active map of the Russian invasion of Ukraine. This map is
updated daily alongside the static maps present in this report.

Click here to access | S Waarshive of interactive time -lapse maps of the Russian
invasion of Ukraine. These maps complement the static control -of-terrain map that
ISW produces daily by showing a dynamic frontline. ISW will update this time -lapse
map archive monthly.

Note: The data cut -off for this product was 1pm ET on October 9. ISW will cover
subsequent reports in the October 10 Russian Offensive Campaign Assessment.

NOTE: ISW has added a new section on Russian information  operations and
narratives to the daily Russian Offensive Campaign Assessment, found at the end of
the update.

The Kremlin remains focused on promoting the purported legality and legitimacy of

Russian internal politics despite Kremlin o f f i cadraidsisn8 to the contrary. Kremlin
SpokespersonDmi t ry Peskov responded on October 9 to Ch
proposal to cancel the upcoming 2024 presidential election and instead hold a unanimous vote for

Russian President Vladimir Putin, remarking that this will not happen because Put i n has fAem
the need to comply with all of the requirements of democracy, the constitution, and accordingly, to

hol d t hese Reskevdthen ctaimad.that[Rdssian society has consolidated behind Putin with
unprecedented unanimityand sugge st ed t hat Putin is fAa politicia
anyone, even theoretically, caPRecshmpés esti at amgn w
while the Kremlin is invested in creating the guise that the 2024 elections will be free and fair by
encouraging Russians to at least nominally participate in the practices of democracy, the Russian
government does not intend for any alternative p
re-election. Russian opposition outlet Meduza similarly noted in July that its internal sources claimed

that the Kremlin has already decided that Putin will win over 80 percent of the vote in the upcoming
presidential elections.[3]

P e s k osiraing comments also indicate the Kremlin's desire to posture confidence and
steadfastness against the backdrop of Kremlin concerns over Russian opinions on and

support for Put i invdsson of Ukraine. Peskovds suggesti on tdhhegular Ru ¢
elections has the effect of emphasizing that Russia is still a functioning and confident state despite the

war, and the insinuation that Putin will win the elections unanimously also frames him as an effective

and capable wartime leader with th e total support of his society. ISW has recently reported on

several instances of the Kremlin strengthening efforts to control the information space and seeking to

dispel concerns over another mobilization wave prior to 2024, enabling the Kremlin to consol idate its
narratives within the Russian information space.[4] ISW has also consistently observed several

indicators that the Kremlin is concerned about the impact of the war on domestic Russian support for
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Putin and his regime, including refusing to conduc t additional mobilization or otherwise move
Russian society to a full wartime footing.[5]

Ukrainian forces continued counteroffensive  operations and reportedly advanced in
western Zaporizhia Oblast and near Bakhmut on October 9 amid reports of

deteriorat ing weather conditions in Ukraine. The Ukrainian General Staff and Ukrainian
Tavriisk Group of Forces Spokesperson Colonel Oleksandr Shtupun reported that Ukrainian forces
achieved partial success west of Verbove (18km southeast of Orikhiv), and near Kliskthiivka (5km
southwest of Bakhmut) and Andriivka (10km southwest of Bakhmut).[6] Russian milbloggers claimed
that rainfall has worsened visibility in southern Ukraine, hindering Russian and Ukrainian
reconnaissance drone operations.[7] One Russian milblogger claimed that the ground has become
muddy and obstructs tracked vehicle movement, though another milblogger claimed that the ground
has not yet become muddy enough to inhibit vehicle movement.[8] Exact conditions likely vary along
the frontline, though w eather conditions are generally worsening. Ukrainian Eastern Group of Forces
Spokesperson Captain llya Yevlash reported that Russian forces are relying less heavily on aviation
and drone activity in the Kupyansk -Lyman direction due to heavy rainfall.[9]

Russian forces reportedly launched localized offensive operations south of Hulyaipole

and may have reorganized the Southern Grouping of Forces, likely in an attempt to

further defend against Ukrainian counteroffensive  operations. A Russian milblogger and a
Ukrainian military observer both independently reported that elements of the Russian 64th

Motorized Rifle Brigade (35th Combined Arms Army, Eastern Military District) advanced several
hundred meters in a cont e siChedvone kmasgutheast ofddolyaipae) t h e
direction on October 9.[10] Russian forces reportedly attacked at the battalion level or less, indicating

that these operations are likely tactical and aim to draw and pin Ukrainian forces south of Hulyaipole

rather than further w est in Zaporizhia Oblast.[11] The Ukrainian military observer reported that the
Russian military command recently reorganized the Southern Grouping of Forces to operate in two
directions: the Mariupol direction in the western Donetsk Oblast; and the Berdya nsk direction in the
western Donetsk-eastern Zaporizhia Oblast border area, where Russian forces have concentrated the
most and highest quality forces.[12] The observer reported that this grouping contains mostly

motorized rifle units; the Eastern Militar y Di stri ct és ( EMD) fimost power
Arms Army (CAA); the EMD6s two Al east powerful o
FIl eetds 40th and 155th Naval I nfantry brigades;
Brigade.[13] The military observer reported that the Russian military command has prioritized

allocating additional new forces and means to the Southern Grouping of Forces over other force
groupings in the theater.[14]

Imprisoned former Russian officer and ardent nationalist Igor Girkin reiterated his
previous claims that the Russian military will continue to conduct a strategic defense to
freeze the frontlines before the Russian presidential elections in March 2024. Gi r ki n
wife published a letter on October 9 which Girkin reportedly wrote on September 29 in which Girkin
discussed the current state of the war and his forecast of Russian actions. Girkin has continually
claimed that a specific faction within the Russian leadership has advocated for freezing the current
frontline in Ukraine and has opposed another faction that advocates for continued Russian offensive
operations and domestically improving the war effort.[15] Gi r ki n ¢l ai med he i s i
that the Kremlin wild/ de curntei It oa fitf e re etzlee t Res §iram
March 2024.[16] Girkin claimed that Russian forces will likely continue conducting a strategic
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defense on the existing frontlines and focus on
operational s u ¢ ¢ e s s @irkin farthet cfajmed that any Russian government actions to strengthen

the Russian military before the 2024 presidential elections would likely aggravate the Russian social,
economic, and internal political situations.[18] Girkin also claimed that the Russian government

would likely gradually increase domestic repressions ahead of the elections.[19]

The Russian government is moving toward revoking R u s s iratification of the

Comprehensive  Nuclear -Test-Ban Treaty. Reuters reported on October 9 that Russian State

Duma leaders gave the Duma International Affairs Committee until October 18 to discuss the process

of revoking Russi abs r &ussidniPresdent \dadimioHutintfireteommened t vy .
on the possibility of Russiar e voki ng Russiabés ratificatiSWwhasof tF
previously assessed that the Kremlin uses nuclear rhetoric to prompt the United States and its allies

to pressure Ukraine to negotiate and that Russian nuclear use in Ukraine remains unlikely.[22]

Key Takeaways:

1 The Kremlin remains focused on promoting the purported legality and
legitimacy of Russian internal politics despite Kremlin o f f i cadraidsien8 to
the contrary.

1 Pes k osirang comments also indicate the Kremlin's desire to posture
confidence and steadfa stness against the backdrop of Kremlin concerns over
Russian opinions on and support for Put i invdsson of Ukraine.

1 Ukrainian forces continued counteroffensive  operations and reportedly
advanced in western Zaporizhia Oblast and near Bakhmut on October 9 amid
reports of deteriorating  weather conditions in Ukraine.

1 Russian forces reportedly launched localized offensive operations south of
Hulyaipole and may have reorganized the Southern Grouping of Forces, likely
in an attempt to further defend against Ukra inian counteroffensive
operations.

1 Imprisoned former Russian officer and ardent nationalist Igor Girkin
reiterated his previous claims that the Russian military will continue to
conduct a strategic defense to freeze the frontlines before the Russian
presid ential elections in March 2024.

f The Russian government is moving toward revoking R u s s iratification of the
Comprehensive  Nuclear -Test-Ban Treaty.

1 Russian forces conducted offensive operations along the Kupyansk -Svatove -
Kreminna line, near Bakhmut, along the Avdiivka -Donetsk City line, in
western Donetsk Oblast, in the western Donetsk -eastern Zaporizhia Oblast
border area, and in western Zaporizhia Oblast and advanced in some areas on
October 9.

1 Ukrainian forces continued offensive operations near Bakhmut , in western
Donetsk Oblast, and western Zaporizhia Oblast, and reportedly advanced in
some areas.
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Assessed Control of Terrain in Ukraine

and Main Russian Maneuver Axes
as of October 9, 2023, 3:00 PM ET
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* Assessed Russian advances are areas where ISW assesses Russian forces have operated in or launched
attacks against but do not control.

We do not report in detail on Russian war crimes because these activies are well -
covered in Western media and do not directly affect the military operations we are
assessing and fore casting. We will continue to evaluate and report on the effects of
these criminal activittes on the Ukrainian military and the Ukrainian  population and
specifically on combat in Ukrainian urban areas. We utterly condemn these Russian
violations  of the laws of armed conflict, Geneva Conventions, and humanity even
though we do not describe them in these reports.
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Russian Main Effort T Eastern Ukraine (comprised of two subordinate main efforts)
Russian Subordinate Main Effort #1 i Capture the remainder of Luh ansk Oblast and push
westward into eastern Kharkiv Oblast and encircle northern Donetsk Oblast

Russian Subordinate Main Effort #2 7 Capture the entirety of Donetsk Oblast

Russian Supporting Effort i Southern Axis

Russian Mobilization and Force Generation Efforts

Activities in Russian-occupied areas

Russian Information Operations and Narratives
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Russian Main Effort i Eastern Ukraine

Russian Subordinate Main Effort #1 7 Luhansk Oblast (Russian objective: Capture the
remainder of Luhansk Oblast and push westward into eastern Kharkiv Oblast and
northern Donetsk Oblast)

Russian forces conducted offensive operations near Kupyansk on October 9 but did not make
confirmed advances. Russian milbloggers claimed that Russian forces captured unspecified positions
near Ivanivka (20km southeast of Kupyansk) and northeast of Kupyansk.[23] The Ukrainian General
Staff reported that Ukrainian forces repelled Russian attacks near Synkivka (8km northeast of
Kupyansk) and lvanivka.[24] Ukrainian Eastern Group of Forces Spokesperson Captain Ilya Yevlash
reported that Russian operations near Synkivka and lvanivka have escalated despite a decrease in
aviation and drone activity in the Kupyansk -Lyman direction due to heavy rainfall.[25]

The Russian Ministry of Defense (MoD) claimed on October 9 that Ukrainian forces unsuccessfully
attacked near Synkivka and Orlyanka (22km east of Kupyansk).[26]

Russian forces conducted offensive operations along the SvatoveKreminna line on October 9 and did
not make confirmed gains. Russian milbloggers claimed that Russian forces advanced up to 1km near
Makiivka (22km northwest of Kreminna) and captured unspecified positions near Nevske (18km
northwest of Kreminna), though ISW has not observed visual evidence to confirm this claim.[27] The
Ukrainian General Staff reported that Ukrainian forces repelled Russi an attacks near

Makiivka.[28] Footage published on October 9 purportedly shows elements of the 88th Motorized
Rifle Brigade (2nd Luhansk People's Republic Army Corps) operating near Berestove (30km south of
Kreminna).[29]

The Russian MoD claimed on Octobker 9 that Ukrainian forces unsuccessfully attacked near Makiivka,
Dibrova (7km southwest of Kreminna), Torske (15km west of Kreminna), and the Serebryanske forest
area (11km south of Kreminna).[30]
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