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Click here to see ISWôs interactive map of the Russian invasion of Ukraine. This map is 

updated daily alongside the static maps present in this report. 

Click here to see ISW's interactive map of Ukraine's offensive in Kursk Oblast. 

Click here to see ISWôs 3D control of terrain topographic map of Ukraine. Use of a 

computer (not a mobile device) is strongly recommended for using this data-heavy tool. 

Click here to access ISWôs archive of interactive time-lapse maps of the Russian invasion 

of Ukraine. These maps complement the static control-of-terrain map that ISW produces 

daily by showing a dynamic frontline. ISW will update this time-lapse map archive 

monthly. 

Note: The data cut-off for this product was 12:15 pm ET on December 29. ISW will cover 

subsequent reports in the December 29 Russian Offensive Campaign Assessment.  

Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov explicitly rejected two suggestions reportedly 

considered by US President-elect Donald Trump's team in early November 2024 as 

conditions for ending the war in Ukraine ï the delay of Ukraine's membership in NATO 

for 20 years and the deployment of European peacekeepers in Ukraine. Lavrov stated in an 

interview with Kremlin newswire TASS published on December 29 that Russia is "not satisfied" with 

the Trump team's reported early November 2024 proposals to delay Ukraine's membership in NATO 

for 20 years and to station a European peacekeeping contingent in Ukraine.[1] Lavrov is amplifying 

Russian President Vladimir Putin's December 26 explicit rejection of the Trump teamôs reported 

suggestion to delay Ukraine's membership in NATO for 20 years.[2] Lavrov stated that any agreements 

to end the war in Ukraine "must eliminate the root causes" of Russia's invasion of Ukraine and "must 

establish a mechanism to make it impossible to violate them."[3] Lavrov claimed in an interview on 

December 26 that the two main "root causes" of the war are NATO's alleged violation of obligations to 

not advance eastward and "aggressive absorption" of areas near Russia's borders and the Ukrainian 

government's alleged discrimination against ethnic Russians and Russian language, media, and culture 

in Ukraine.[4] Lavrov's statements are part of ongoing senior Russian officials' statements that the 

Kremlin refuses to consider any compromises on Putin's late 2021 and early 2022 demands.[5] These 

demands include forcing Ukraine to become a permanently neutral state that will never join NATO, 

imposing severe limitations on the size of the Ukrainian military, and removing the Ukrainian 

government.[6] 

Russian President Vladimir Putin enshrined his alleged policy of Ukrainian 

"denazification" in a new state strategy document about countering extremism, 

demonstrating how Putin continues to make the same demands for the removal of the 
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Ukrainian government that he made in 2022 when launching the full-scale invasion of 

Ukraine. Putin signed on December 28 a new Strategy for Countering Extremism in Russia.[7] Putin 

signed Russia's last iteration of such strategy in 2020. The 2024 strategy includes mentions of 

"Russophobia" for the first time, which the document defines as the "unfriendly, biased, and hostile" 

attitudes and "discriminatory actions" towards Russian citizens, language, and culture by states that 

are unfriendly to Russia. The 2024 document, unlike the 2020 version, also lists Ukraine as a main 

source of extremism and accuses Ukraine of disseminating neo-Nazi ideas. The documents states that 

Russia needs to "eliminate" the source of extremist threats that come from Ukraine. Putin claimed in 

February 2022 when he launched the full-scale invasion of Ukraine that Russia was pursuing the 

"denazification" of Ukraine ï an attempt to justify the removal of the legitimate, democratically elected 

government of Ukraine.[8] Putin has made similar statements recently reiterating his refusal to 

consider compromises on his late 2021 and early 2022 demands.[9] The document's mentions of 

"Russophobia" and "discrimination" against Russian citizens, language, and culture also align with 

Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov's recent talking point that such alleged discrimination by the 

current Ukrainian authorities is a "root cause" of Russia's war against Ukraine that any future 

negotiations must address.[10] The Kremlin will likely exploit this new strategy document to justify its 

calls for the removal of the Ukrainian government as "anti-extremist" measures. 

The strategy document also included points that will resonate with the Russian pro-war ultranationalist 

community, likely as part of Kremlin efforts to placate and garner favor with this key constituency. The 

document claims that migrants in Russia are conducting illegal activities that are contributing to the 

spread of extremism in unspecified federal subjects in Russia.[11] The document calls for Russia to 

tighten its migration policy, including by combatting "propaganda events" that take place in migrant 

residences. The document also calls for Russia to adjust educational programs in the South Caucasus 

and Central Asia to prevent the spread of Russophobia. The Russian ultranationalist milblogger 

community has repeatedly called for Russia to enact more stringent migration policies and has 

complained about "Russophobia" in former Soviet states such as Kazakhstan.[12] ISW continues to 

assess that Putin must cater to his xenophobic and ultranationalist constituency ï some of the 

staunchest supporters of Russia's war in Ukraine ï while also balancing Russia's need for migrant labor 

for its economy and military.[13] 

 

 

Azerbaijani President Ilham Aliyev accused Russia of shooting the Azerbaijan Airlines 

Embraer 190 passenger flight over the Republic of Chechnya on December 25 and of 

attempting to cover up Russia's responsibility for the plane's crash in Kazakhstan ð 

effectively rejecting Russian President Vladimir Putin's lackluster apology. Aliyev gave an 

interview to Azerbaijani TV published on December 29 in which he rejected Russian officials' theories 

that a bird strike and a gas cylinder explosion caused the crash.[14] Aliyev noted that preliminary 

information clearly indicated that the aircraft sustained damage from ground-based fire near Grozny, 

Chechnya and that Russian electronic warfare (EW) systems made the plane uncontrollable.[15] Aliyev 

also stated that Russia introduced an emergency airspace closure in Grozny only after striking the 

aircraft, and Aliyev suggested that this was part of Russian local authorities' attempts to conceal 

Russia's responsibility for the crash. Aliyev noted that Russia also pushed for the Interstate Aviation 

Committee, which he alleged is composed of mostly Russian officials and citizens, to conduct the 

investigation into the crash in order to further cover up Russia's involvement in the crash. Aliyev noted 

that Azerbaijan refused investigative assistance from this committee due its lack of objectivity. Aliyev's 

interview follows Putin's vague apology to Aliyev on December 28, in which Putin did not directly admit 
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Russia's culpability in the crash and simply stated that a "tragic accident" occurred in Russian air 

space.[16] Aliyev publicly reiterated the demands he reportedly made to Putin on December 27: the 

Kremlin must apologize to Azerbaijan, admit its culpability, punish the guilty parties, and pay 

compensation to Azerbaijani passengers and crew. Putin reportedly once again called Aliyev on 

December 29 to discuss the crash, but neither party offered a complete read out of the interaction.[17] 

The timing of the publication of Aliyev's interview and official statements about Putin's call to Aliyev 

suggests that Putin may have called Aliyev following the interview's publication and that the call likely 

concerned Aliyev's public accusations and demands. 

Ukrainian forces are successfully innovating to combat Russian guided glide bomb 

strikes against Kharkiv Oblast. Kharkiv Oblast Military Administration Head Oleh Synehubov 

stated on December 29 that Russian forces started experimenting with and conducting D-30 universal 

joint glide munition (UMPB) guided glide bomb strikes against Kharkiv Oblast in March 2024 and have 

since modified them to have a range of up to 80 kilometers.[18] Synehubov stated that Russian forces 

started launching guided glide bombs from within Russian airspace roughly 40 kilometers away from 

the international Russian-Ukrainian border, allowing the bombs to strike targets up to 40 kilometers 

inside Ukraine. Kharkiv Oblast Police Force's Explosive Department Head Volodymyr Bezruk stated 

that D-30 guided glide bombs can deviate from a target by up to 50 meters and that the damages from 

D-30 UMPB and unguided FAB-250/500 glide bombs are similar because both bombs use the same 

type of warhead.[19] Bezruk stated that Ukrainian forces are using machine guns and electronic warfare 

(EW) interference to down and divert guided glide bombs since glide bombsô lack of a thermal energy 

signature prevents portable air defense systems from targeting the bombs. Ukrainian Kharkiv Group of 

Forces Spokesperson Lieutenant Colonel Yevheniy Romanov stated that Russian forces launched the 

most guided glide bombs against Kharkiv City in May and September 2024 but that Russian forces have 

not conducted any guided glide bomb strikes on Kharkiv City since November 2024 and have been 

using aviation assets less frequently in the northern Kharkiv Oblast border area. Romanov noted that 

Ukrainian forces recently struck several large ammunition depots within Russia that stored guided glide 

bombs, limiting the Russian military's guided glide bomb stockpiles. The spokesperson of a Ukrainian 

brigade operating in the Lyman direction stated that Russian forces conducted roughly three to four 

guided glide bombs strikes per day in the Lyman direction in November 2024 but are now conducting 

strikes with Shahed drones instead.[20] 

 

 

The US delivered its first liquified natural gas (LNG) shipment to Ukraine on December 

27. Ukraine's largest private energy company DTEK announced on December 27 that the LNG delivery 

consists of approximately 100 million cubic meters of gas and represents Kyiv's first direct LNG 

purchase from the US.[21] The US LNG shipment is part of a broader agreement between DTEK and 

US company Venture Global to supply Ukraine with US LNG that extends through 2026 and an 

additional 20-year LNG purchase agreement.[22] Ukraine stopped purchasing Russian gas in 

November 2015, though Ukraine continues to transport Russian gas to other European customers 

through Ukrainian gas pipelines - an important source of revenue for Ukraine.[23] Russiaôs and 

Ukraineôs current gas transportation contract will expire at the end of December 31, 2024, and it 

remains unclear whether or when Russia and Ukraine may renew the contract. This US LNG delivery 

marks Ukraine's latest effort to offset Russia's weaponization of energy exports and solidify Ukraineôs 

energy independence from Moscow. 
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Salome Zurabishvili announced her departure from the Georgian presidential palace on 

December 29 but stated that she considers herself to be Georgia's "legitimate" president. 

The Georgian government inaugurated Georgian Dream's presidential candidate Mikheil Kavelashvili 

as Georgian president on December 29.[24] Georgians protested against Kavelashvili's inauguration in 

Tbilisi, and police began arresting protestors.[25] 

 

 

Key Takeaways: 

¶ Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov explicitly rejected two suggestions 

reportedly considered by US President-elect Donald Trump's team in early 

November 2024 as conditions for ending the war in Ukraine ï the delay of 

Ukraine's membership in NATO for 20 years and the deployment of European 

peacekeepers in Ukraine. 

¶ Russian President Vladimir Putin enshrined his alleged policy of Ukrainian 

"denazification" in a new state strategy document about countering extremism, 

demonstrating how Putin continues to make the same demands for the removal of 

the Ukrainian government that he made in 2022 when launching the full-scale 

invasion of Ukraine. 

¶ Azerbaijani President Ilham Aliyev accused Russia of shooting the Azerbaijan 

Airlines Embraer 190 passenger flight over the Republic of Chechnya on December 

25 and of attempting to cover up Russia's responsibility for the plane's crash in 

Kazakhstan ð effectively rejecting Russian President Vladimir Putin's lackluster 

apology. 

¶ Ukrainian forces are successfully innovating to combat Russian guided glide bomb 

strikes against Kharkiv Oblast. 

¶ The US delivered its first liquified natural gas (LNG) shipment to Ukraine on 

December 27. 

¶ Salome Zurabishvili announced her departure from the Georgian presidential 

palace on December 29 but stated that she considers herself to be Georgia's 

"legitimate" president. 

¶ Russian forces recently advanced near Pokrovsk and Vuhledar and in western 

Zaporizhia Oblast.  

¶ Russia reportedly continues to face labor shortages that Russian military 

recruitment and persistent demographic problems are likely exacerbating. 
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We do not report in detail on Russian war crimes because these activities are well-

covered in Western media and do not directly affect the military operations we are 

assessing and forecasting. We will continue to evaluate and report on the effects of 

these criminal activities on the Ukrainian military and the Ukrainian population and 

specifically on combat in Ukrainian urban areas. We utterly condemn Russian 

violations of the laws of armed conflict and the Geneva Conventions and crimes against 

humanity even though we do not describe them in these reports.  

¶ Ukrainian Operations in the Russian Federation 

¶ Russian Main Effort ï Eastern Ukraine (comprised of three subordinate main efforts) 

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/DraftUkraineCOT December 29%2C 2024.png
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¶ Russian Subordinate Main Effort #1 ï Push Ukrainian forces back from the international border 

with Belgorod Oblast and approach to within tube artillery range of Kharkiv City 

¶ Russian Subordinate Main Effort #2 ï Capture the remainder of Luhansk Oblast and push 

westward into eastern Kharkiv Oblast and encircle northern Donetsk Oblast 

¶ Russian Subordinate Main Effort #3 ï Capture the entirety of Donetsk Oblast 

¶ Russian Supporting Effort ï Southern Axis 

¶ Russian Air, Missile, and Drone Campaign 

¶ Russian Mobilization and Force Generation Efforts 

¶ Russian Technological Adaptations 

¶ Activities in Russian-occupied areas 

¶ Significant Activity in Belarus 

Ukrainian Operations in the Russian Federation 

 

 

Russian forces continued assaults in the Ukrainian salient in Kursk Oblast on December 28 and 29 but 

did not make any confirmed advances.[26] A Russian milblogger claimed on December 29 that Russian 

forces repelled a Ukrainian attack near Kruglenkoye (southeast of Korenevo).[27] Ukrainian military 

observer Yuriy Butusov reported that Russian forces are deploying fewer armored vehicles in Kursk 

Oblast but have significantly increased their sabotage and reconnaissance operations.[28] Elements of 

the Russian 11th Airborne (VDV) Brigade are reportedly operating in Cherkasskaya Konopelka 

(southeast of Sudzha).[29] 
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The Ukrainian Air Force reported on December 29 that Russian forces launched six S-300/S-400 

missiles from Belgorod Oblast targeting Kursk and Sumy oblasts on the night of December 28 to 29.[30] 

 

 

A Russian insider source claimed on December 29 that several Chechen personnel in the "Zapad-

Akhmat" Battalion attacked a Russian military police checkpoint in Golovchino (southwest of Belgorod 

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/UAF Kursk Incursion December 29%2C 2024.png
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City) after an argument about vehicle documentation, demonstrating the continued tension between 

Chechen and regular Russian forces.[31] 

 

 

Russian Main Effort ï Eastern Ukraine 

 

 

Russian Subordinate Main Effort #1 ï Kharkiv Oblast (Russian objective: Push 

Ukrainian forces back from the international border with Belgorod Oblast and approach 

to within tube artillery range of Kharkiv City) 

Russian forces continued ground attacks northeast of Kharkiv City near Hatyshche and Vovchansk on 

December 28 and 29 but did make any confirmed advances.[32] A Russian milblogger claimed on 

December 29 that Russian forces have been engaged in positional fighting near Vovchansk for ñmany 

monthsò without accomplishing Russian President Vladimir Putinôs goal of pushing Ukrainian lines 

away from the international border with Belgorod Oblast and that Russian forces will likely continue 

doing so in 2025.[33] 
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Russian Subordinate Main Effort #2 ï Luhansk Oblast (Russian objective: Capture the 

remainder of Luhansk Oblast and push westward into eastern Kharkiv Oblast and 

northern Donetsk Oblast) 

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Kharkiv Battle Map Draft December 29%2C 2024.png

