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Click here to see ISW’s interactive map of the Russian invasion of Ukraine. This map is updated
daily alongside the static maps present in this report.

Click here to see ISW’s 3D control-of-terrain topographic map of Ukraine. The use of a computer
(not a mobile device) is strongly recommended for accessing this data-heavy tool.

Click here to access ISW’s archive of interactive time-lapse maps of the Russian invasion of
Ukraine. These maps complement the static control-of-terrain map that ISW produces daily by
showing a dynamic frontline. ISW will update this time-lapse map archive monthly.

Note: The data cut-off for this product was 12:30pm ET on October 27. ISW will cover subsequent
reports in the October 28 Russian Offensive Campaign Assessment.

Ukrainian forces marginally advanced on the east (left) bank of Kherson Oblast and continued
offensive operations near Bakhmut and in western Zaporizhia Oblast. Geolocated footage published
on October 27 indicates that Ukrainian forces advanced further south under the Antonivsky road bridge north of
Oleshky (7km south of Kherson City and 4km from the Dnipro River).! The Ukrainian General Staff reported that
Ukrainian forces continued offensive operations near Bakhmut and in the Melitopol (western Zaporizhia Oblast)
direction.:

Russian forces launched a series of missile and drone strikes against Ukraine on the night of
October 26 to 27. The Ukrainian Air Force reported that Russian forces launched one Iskander-M ballistic
missile from Voronezh Oblast and six Shahed-131/136 drones from the near Primorsko-Akhtarsk, Krasnodar
Krai, and that Ukrainian forces destroyed five Shaheds over Kherson and Mykolaiv oblasts.3 Ukrainian Air Force
Command Spokesperson Colonel Yuriy Thnat reported on October 27 that Russian forces launched over 500
Shaheds targeting critical infrastructure and military facilities in Ukraine in September 2023.4 Thnat also stated
that the composite materials for the fuselage of modernized Shaheds make them harder to detect and that
weather conditions do not affect Russian Shahed operations.5

Germany and Denmark announced new military aid packages to Ukraine on October 27. The
Danish Ministry of Defense (MoD) announced a package of military materiel support for Ukraine valued at 3.7
billion kroner (about $520 million) that includes T-72 tanks, BMP-2 infantry fighting vehicles, artillery
ammunition, and drones.® The German government announced a military aid package valued at around 5.4
billion euros (about $5.7 billion) that includes MARS II anti-aircraft missiles and an additional IRIS-T SLM air
defense system.”

Unspecified actors attempted to assassinate Russian-backed former separatist Ukrainian
politician Oleg Tsaryov on October 27. Tsaryov’s Telegram channel reported that unspecified actors shot
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Tsaryov twice at his home in occupied Yalta, Crimea.® The Russian Federal Security Service (FSB) opened an
investigation into the assassination attempt against Tsaryov.9 Zaporizhia Oblast occupation official Vladimir
Rogov claimed that Tsaryov is in intensive care.’° Kremlin Spokesperson Dmitry Peskov stated that Kremlin did
not have information on the assassination attempt against Tsaryov.:

Russian authorities reportedly arrested Russian citizens who allegedly used Telegram channels,
including some that identify themselves as insider sources, to extort money from Russian
officials. Russian state media outlet TASS reported on October 27 that the Tverskoy Court of Moscow arrested
Anton Safonov and detained Stanislav Daineko, both of whom work in public relations, for extorting more than
2 million rubles (about $21,200) from Rostec Director for Special Assignments Vasily Brovko in exchange for
not publishing potentially compromising information on the “Nebrekhnya” Telegram channel.'2 The "Provisional
Government” Telegram channel, which stated that it has previously published allegations about Brovko’s
involvement in corruption schemes, claimed that Brovko has close ties to the well-connected Rostec Director,
Sergei Chemezov.3 Another Russian insider source claimed on October 26 and 27 that Brovko initiated searches
of the administrators of the "Nebrekhnya“ and “Provisional Government” channels, but the ”Provisional
Government” Telegram channel denied claims on October 27 that authorities searched and detained its own
administrators.’ A Russian insider source claimed that the case concerns events from April to August 2022 that
involved more than 20 Telegram channels, including some insider sources and the “Nebrekhnya” and
“Provisional Government” channels.’s Russian authorities have previously detained reported administrators of
popular Telegram insider source channels that possibly used secret information to extort Russian officials.®

Russian authorities have likely coerced Ukrainian prisoners of war (POWs) into joining a
“volunteer” formation that will fight in Ukraine, which would constitute an apparent violation of
the Geneva Convention on Prisoners of War. Russian state media reported on October 27 that the
“Bogdan Khmelnitsky” volunteer battalion “recruited” roughly 70 Ukrainian POWSs from various Russian penal
colonies, has begun training, and will deploy to an unspecified area of the front line upon completion of training.*”
Coercing POWs into combat would be a violation of the Geneva Convention on Prisoners of War, which stipulates
that “no prisoner of war may at any time be sent to or detained in areas where he may be exposed to the fire of
the combat zone” and shall not “be employed on labor which is of an unhealthy or dangerous nature,” as ISW
has previously reported.8

Key Takeaways:

¢ Ukrainian forces marginally advanced on the east (left) bank of Kherson Oblast and
continued offensive operations near Bakhmut and in western Zaporizhia Oblast on
October 27.

¢ Russian forces launched a series of missile and drone strikes against Ukraine on the night
of October 26 to 27

¢ Unspecified actors attempted to assassinate Russian-backed former separatist Ukrainian
politician Oleg Tsaryov on October 27.

¢ Russian authorities reportedly arrested Russian citizens who allegedly used Telegram
channels, including some that identify themselves as insider sources, to extort money
from Russian officials.

¢ Russian authorities have likely coerced Ukrainian prisoners of war (POWSs) into joining a
“volunteer” formation that will fight in Ukraine, which would constitute an apparent
violation of the Geneva Convention on Prisoners of War.
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¢ Russian forces continued offensive operations near Avdiivka on October 27 but did not
make any confirmed advances. US National Security Council Spokesperson John Kirby
stated on October 26 that Russian forces have suffered thousands of casualties and have
lost at least 125 armored vehicles in recent offensive operations near Avdiivka.

¢ Russian forces conducted offensive operations along the Kupyansk-Svatove-Kreminna
line, near Bakhmut, southwest of Donetsk City, in western Donetsk Oblast, in the Donetsk-
Zaporizhia Oblast border area, and in western Zaporizhia and advanced near Bakhmut.

¢ Chechen Republic Head Ramzan Kadyrov announced the formation of a second Chechen
volunteer formation named for a second Chechen figure who fought against imperial
Russian rule.

¢ Russian occupation authorities cracked down against pro-Ukrainian Telegram channels
operating in occupied Ukraine.

We do not report in detail on Russian war crimes because these activities are well-covered in
Western media and do not directly affect the military operations we are assessing and
Jorecasting. We will continue to evaluate and report on the effects of these criminal activities
on the Ukrainian military and the Ukrainian population and specifically on combat in
Ukrainian urban areas. We utterly condemn these Russian violations of the laws of armed
conflict, Geneva Conventions, and humanity even though we do not describe them in these
reports.

e Russian Main Effort — Eastern Ukraine (comprised of two subordinate main efforts)

e Russian Subordinate Main Effort #1 — Capture the remainder of Luhansk Oblast and push westward into
eastern Kharkiv Oblast and encircle northern Donetsk Oblast

¢ Russian Subordinate Main Effort #2 — Capture the entirety of Donetsk Oblast

e Russian Supporting Effort — Southern Axis

¢ Russian Mobilization and Force Generation Efforts

e Activities in Russian-occupied areas

¢ Russian Information Operations and Narratives

Russian Main Effort — Eastern Ukraine

Russian Subordinate Main Effort #1 — Luhansk Oblast (Russian objective: Capture the remainder
of Luhansk Oblast and push westward into eastern Kharkiv Oblast and northern Donetsk Oblast)

Russian forces conducted offensive operations along the Kupyansk-Svatove-Kreminna line on October 27 but
did not make confirmed advances. Russian milbloggers claimed on October 26 and 27 that Russian forces
advanced near Ivanivka (20km southeast of Kupyansk) and captured unspecified positions south of Torske
(15km west of Kreminna), although ISW has not observed confirmation of these claims.?9 The Russian Ministry
of Defense (MoD) claimed that Russian forces captured unspecified positions in the Kupyansk direction over the
past week.2> Russian milbloggers claimed that Russian forces attacked near Synkivka (9km northeast of
Kupyansk), Petropavlivka (6km east of Kupyansk), Ivanivka, Nadiya (15km southwest of Svatove), Makiivka
(21km southwest of Svatove), and Kreminna.2* Ukrainian Ground Forces Command Spokesperson Lieutenant
Colonel Volodymyr Fityo stated on October 27 that Russian forces in the Kupyansk direction have been operating
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fewer loitering munitions and have decreased the rate of shelling by half due to rain.22 Geolocated footage
published on October 277 shows elements of the 15th Motorized Rifle Brigade (2nd Combined Arms Army, Central
Military District) operating near Kreminna.23

Russian sources claimed that Ukrainian forces conducted unsuccessful attacks along the Kupyansk-Svatove-
Kreminna line on October 27. The Russian MoD claimed that Russian forces repelled Ukrainian attacks near
Synkivka, Tymkivka (18km east of Kupyansk), and Serhiivka (12km southwest of Svatove).24 A Russian
milblogger claimed that Russian forces repelled Ukrainian attacks near Petropavlivka.2s

Russian Subordinate Main Effort #2 — Donetsk Oblast (Russian objective: Capture the entirety
of Donetsk Oblast, the claimed territory of Russia’s proxies in Donbas)

Ukrainian forces continued limited offensive operations near Bakhmut on October 27 but did not make any
confirmed or claimed gains. Ukrainian Ground Forces Command Spokesperson Lieutenant Colonel Volodymyr
Fityo stated that Ukrainian forces are conducting an “active defense” in the Bakhmut direction and conduct
offensive actions to improve their tactical positions when they have the opportunity to do s0.2¢ The Ukrainian
General Staff reported that Ukrainian forces continued offensive operations in the Bakhmut direction.2” The
Russian Ministry of Defense (MoD) claimed that elements of the Russian Southern Grouping of Forces repelled
Ukrainian assaults near Bohdanivka (5km northwest of Bakhmut), Klishchiivka (7km southwest of Bakhmut),
and Kurdyumivka (13km southwest of Bakhmut).28

Russian forces continued limited offensive operations near Bakhmut on October 27 and made confirmed gains.
Geolocated footage published on October 26 indicates that Russian forces advanced south of the Berkhivka
reservoir (6km north of Bakhmut).29 Additional geolocated footage published on October 27 indicates that
Russian forces made marginal gains west of Kurdyumivka (13km southwest of Bakhmut).3° The Ukrainian
General Staff reported that Ukrainian forces repelled five Russian assaults near Bohdanivka and Khromove
(immediately west of Bakhmut) and over 10 Russian assaults near Klishchiivka and Andriivka (10km southwest
of Bakhmut).3! Fityo stated on October 27 that 20 combat engagements occurred over the past day.32 A Russian
milblogger claimed that Russian forces attacked near Dubovo-Vasylivka (6km northwest of Bakhmut) and
described Russian forces as trying to seize the initiative in the Bakhmut direction.33 A Russian media aggregator
claimed that Russian forces advanced at heights northeast of Khromove and recaptured positions near the
railway line east of Klishchiivka on October 26.34

Russian forces continued offensive operations near Avdiivka on October 27 but did not make any confirmed
advances. The Ukrainian General Staff reported that Ukrainian forces repelled more than 20 Russian assaults
near Stepove (3km north of Avdiivka), Avdiivka, Sieverne (6km west of Avdiivka), Tonenke (5km west of
Avdiivka), and Pervomaiske (11km southwest of Avdiivka).35 Russian milbloggers claimed on October 26 and 27
that Russian forces advanced north from Opytne (4km south of Avdiivka) and established control over positions
1.5km southwest of Avdiivka near the To505 (Spartak-Avdiivka) highway, although ISW has not observed visual
confirmation of these claims.3¢ Russian milbloggers claimed on October 26 and 27 that Russian forces bypassed
Ukrainian fortified positions near the “Tsarska Okhota” restaurant on Avdiivka’s southern outskirts.3” Russian
milbloggers claimed on October 26 and 27 that Russian forces advanced closer to the Avdiivka Coke Plant and
consolidated further control over positions at the Avdiivka waste heap north of Avdiivka.3® Russian sources
claimed on October 26 and 27 that Russian forces continued to advance near the railway line north of Avdiivka
and towards Stepove, although ISW has not seen visual confirmation of these claims.39 A Ukrainian military
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observer stated on October 27 that Russian forces have captured the Avdiivka waste heap and have made
unspecified advances near the railway line north of Avdiivka.4 The Ukrainian military observer stated that
Russian forces are achieving unspecified successes in the Vodyane-Tonenke (7km southwest to 5km west of
Avdiivka) direction, and a Russian miblogger claimed on October 26 that Russian forces advanced from Vodyane
to the outskirts of Pervomaiske.4* The Ukrainian military observer claimed that the command of Russia’s 8th
Combined Arms Army (Southern Military District) has changed tactics in the Avdiivka area and is now
instructing tactical groups on Avdiivka’s northern and southern flanks to alternate assaults.42 Russian forces are
conducting regular assaults north and south of Avdiivka but have only made some gains on Avdiivka’s northern
flank and only a few marginal gains on the southern flank since starting larger offensive efforts on October 10.

Ukrainian military observer Kostyantyn Mashovets offered new information about the deployment of Russian
units and formations participating in the Russian effort to encircle Avdiivka as of October 27. Mashovets stated
that elements of the Donetsk People’s Republic (DNR) 1st Army Corps (8th Combined Arms Army [CAA],
Southern Military District) are responsible for Avdiivka’s southern flank and that elements of the DNR 1st Army
Corps, the 6th Motorized Rifle Division (3rd Army Corps, Western Military District) and the 20th Motorized
Rifle Division (8th Combined Arms Army) are responsible for the section of the front immediately south of
Avdiivka.43 Mashovets stated that elements of the 115th Motorized Rifle Brigade and the 110th Motorized Rifle
Brigade (both of the DNR 1st Army Corps), the 1140th Territorial Defense Motorized Rifle Regiment, the 109th
Motorized Rifle Regiment of the mobilization reserves, and the 277th Motorized Rifle Battalion (likely of the
DNR 1st Army Corps) are operating on Avdiivka’s northern flank.4 Mashovets also added that the Russian
command has deployed elements of the 21st Motorized Rifle Brigade (2nd CAA, Central Military District) as an
operational reserve for Russian operations south of Avdiivka and elements of the 21st Motorized Rifle Brigade
and two motorized rifle regiments and a regiment of the 20th Motorized Rifle Division to act as an operational
reserve for operations north of Avdiivka.45

Western and Russian sources continue to report that Russian forces have suffered heavy losses and are
experiencing pronounced morale issues near Avdiivka. US National Security Council Spokesperson John Kirby
stated on October 26 that Russian forces have suffered thousands of casualties and have lost at least 125 armored
vehicles in recent offensive operations near Avdiivka.4¢ Kirby also stated that the US has observed Russian forces
executing those who refuse to follow orders in the Avdiivka direction as well as Russian commanders threatening
to shoot entire units if they retreat from Ukrainian artillery fire in the area.4” Russian sources described Russian
morale near Avdiivka as incredibly poor, with one Russian milblogger claiming that morale was a determining
factor in Russian failures at the start of the renewed offensive effort near Avdiivka.+8

Ukrainian forces did not conduct any confirmed or claimed counterattacks near Avdiivka on October 27.

Russian forces continued offensive operations southwest of Donetsk City on October 27 but did not make any
confirmed advances. The Ukrainian General Staff reported that Ukrainian forces repelled over 19 Russian
assaults near Marinka (immediately southwest of Donetsk City) and Novomykhailivka (10km southwest of

Donetsk City).49

The Russian MoD claimed that elements of the Russian Southern Grouping of Forces repelled Ukrainian assaults
near Marinka.5°
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Russian forces conducted limited ground attacks in western Donetsk Oblast on October 27 but did not make any
confirmed advances. The Ukrainian General Staff reported that Ukrainian forces repelled Russian assaults near
Vodyane (6km northeast of Vuhledar).s* A Russian milblogger claimed that Russian forces conducted
unsuccessful assaults near Mykilske (4km southeast of Vuhledar).52

The Russian MoD claimed that Russian forces repelled Ukrainian attacks near Vuhledar between October 21 and
October 27.53

Russian Supporting Effort — Southern Axis (Russian objective: Maintain frontline positions and
secure rear areas against Ukrainian strikes)

Ukrainian forces reportedly conducted limited offensive operations in the western Donetsk-eastern Zaporizhia
Oblast border area but did not make any claimed or confirmed advances on October 27. The Russian “Vostok”
Battalion, which operates southeast of Velyka Novosilka, claimed that Ukrainian forces attacked near the
battalion’s positions, possibly along the Novodonetske-Novomayorske (12km to 18m southeast of Velyka
Novosilka) line.54

Russian forces continued offensive operations in the western Donetsk-eastern Zaporizhia Oblast border area but
did not make any claimed or confirmed advances on October 27. The Ukrainian General Staff reported that
Russian forces unsuccessfully attacked near Staromayorske (9km south of Velyka Novosilka) and Zolota Nyva
(11km southeast of Velyka Novosilka).5s A Russian milblogger claimed that Russian forces unsuccessfully
counterattacked in the direction of Staromayorske and from Novodonetske (12km southeast of Velyka
Novosilka).5® Another Russian milblogger claimed that elements of the Russian 394th Motorized Rifle Regiment
(1277th Motorized Rifle Division, 5th Combined Arms Army, Eastern Military District) are consolidating control
over recently captured positions northeast of Pryyutne (16km southwest of Velyka Novosilka), although ISW has
not observed visual evidence of recent Russian advances in this area.s” The Russian Ministry of Defense (MoD)
claimed that Russian forces improved their positions in the south Donetsk direction (western Donetsk Oblast
and Donetsk-Zaporizhia Oblast border area) in the past week.58

Ukrainian forces continued offensive operations in western Zaporizhia Oblast but did not make any confirmed
advances on October 27. A Russian milblogger claimed that Ukrainian forces marginally advanced in the
direction of Robotyne (10km south of Orikhiv).59 A Russian milblogger claimed that Russian forces withdrew
from positions near Nesteryanka (12 km northwest of Robotyne) following a Ukrainian counterattack in the
area.®© Russian sources claimed on October 26 and 27 that Ukrainian forces attacked northwest of Verbove (9km
east of Robotyne) and near Nesteryanka, Kopani (6km northwest of Robotyne), Rivne (8km west of Robotyne),
Robotyne, and Novoprokopivka (3km south of Robotyne).®* The Russian MoD claimed that Ukrainian forces
conducted 19 unsuccessful attacks near Robotyne and Verbove in the past week.¢2

Russian forces continued offensive operations in western Zaporizhia Oblast but did not make any claimed or
confirmed advances on October 27. The Ukrainian General Staff reported that Russian forces unsuccessfully
attacked northwest of Verbove.®3 Another Russian milblogger claimed on October 26 that Russian forces pushed
Ukrainian forces out of positions near Verbove and conducted a series of counterattacks along the Kopani-
Robotyne-Novoprokopivka-Verbove line (6km northwest to gkm east of Robotyne).%4
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Ukrainian forces marginally advanced on the east (left) bank of Kherson Oblast on October 27. Geolocated
footage published on October 27 indicates that Ukrainian forces advanced further south under the Antonivsky
road bridge north of Oleshky (7km south of Kherson City and 4km from the Dnipro River).65 A prominent
Russian milblogger, who previously claimed on October 25 that Russian forces pushed Ukrainian forces out of
Krynky (30km northeast of Kherson Oblast and 2km from the Dnipro River), claimed that Ukrainian forces
maintain positions in Krynky as of October 26 despite Russian efforts to push Ukrainian forces out of the
settlement.®® The milblogger also claimed that Ukrainian forces unsuccessfully attacked near Pishchanivka
(14km east of Kherson City and 3km from the Dnipro River) and continue to operate along the road near
Pidstepne (18km east of Kherson City and 4km from the Dnipro River) and Kozachi Laheri (22km east of Kherson
City and 3km from the Dnipro River).®” The Russian milblogger claimed that seven Ukrainian “assault groups”
are operating on the east bank of Kherson Oblast but has yet to describe the size of these groups.©8

Russian forces are likely worried about future Ukrainian strikes targeting Russian airfields in Russian rear areas.
Satellite imagery dated October 26 indicates that Russian forces have likely painted four outlines of MiG-31
aircraft on the flight line at Belbek airfield near occupied Sevastopol, Crimea, likely intended to draw Ukrainian
targeting from the four real MiG-31 remaining at the airfield.®9 ISW previously assessed that the Ukrainian
ATACMS strikes on operationally significant Russian airfields in Ukraine on October 17 will likely prompt the
Russian command to disperse aviation assets and withdraw some aircraft to airfields further from the frontline.”°

Russian Mobilization and Force Generation Efforts (Russian objective: Expand combat power
without conducting general mobilization)

Chechen Republic Head Ramzan Kadyrov announced the formation of a second Chechen volunteer formation
named after a Chechen figure who fought against imperial Russian rule. Kadyrov announced the creation of the
“Baysangur Benoyevsky” volunteer battalion, named after a deputy of 19th century Chechen insurgent leader
Imam Shamil.”? ISW assessed on October 24 that Kadyrov appears to be struggling to balance appealing to his
Chechen Muslim constituencies while maintaining the support of the Kremlin due to the Kremlin’s support for
Russian ultranationalism and Orthodoxy.72

Activities in Russian-occupied areas (Russian objective: Consolidate administrative control of
annexed areas; forcibly integrate Ukrainian citizens into Russian sociocultural, economic,
military, and governance systems)

Russian occupation authorities cracked down against pro-Ukrainian Telegram channels operating in occupied
Ukraine. The Russian Federal Security Service (FSB) reported on October 27 that it arrested the administrators
of two pro-Ukrainian channels that encouraged users to collect data on Russian military assets and movements
in August 2023.73 The FSB also claimed that the FSB killed an allegedly armed intelligence agent who resisted
arrest during the detentions.” The FSB likely publicized these arrests now to deter further security risks in
occupied Ukraine.

Russian occupation authorities continue to struggle to compensate employees of Russian state enterprises in
occupied Kherson Oblast. Russian opposition outlet Vazhnye Istorii reported that employees of the Ministry of
Internal Affairs in occupied Skadovsk, Kherson Oblast, the “Khersonoblenergo” State Unitary Enterprise, a
kindergarten in Novotroitske, and a forestry enterprise in Hola Prystan Raion reported receiving one or no salary
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payments since summer 2023.75 Vazhnye Istorii reported that the Kherson Oblast occupation authorities also
struggle to pay pensions and other social benefits.7

Russian Information Operations and Narratives

Russian President Vladimir Putin reiterated boilerplate Kremlin rhetoric about Ukrainian weapons during a
Russian Security Council meeting on October 27 intended to undermine Western support for Ukraine. Putin
reiterated claims that illegal weapons enter Russia through Ukraine and undermine Russian security.””
Ukrainian and Western officials have repeatedly denied these claims, and ISW has observed no evidence
supporting the Kremlin’s claims.78

Significant activity in Belarus (Russian efforts to increase its military presence in Belarus and
further integrate Belarus into Russian-favorable frameworks and Wagner Group activity in
Belarus)

Belarusian President Alexander Lukashenko continued to indicate his unwillingness to involve the Belarusian
military in the war in Ukraine. Lukashenko stated on October 26 that Belarus is committed to peace with its
neighbors and does not want to fight because “it would cost [Belarus] dearly.””9 ISW continues to assess that
Belarus is a co-belligerent in the Russian war in Ukraine, is involved in the deportation of Ukrainian children,
and may be facilitating sanctions evasion schemes for Russia, but is extremely unlikely to commit its own military
forces to fighting Ukraine.8°

Note: ISW does not receive any classified material from any source, uses only publicly available
information, and draws extensively on Russian, Ukrainian, and Western reporting and social
media as well as commercially available satellite imagery and other geospatial data as the basis
for these reports. References to all sources used are provided in the endnotes of each update.
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