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Click here to see ISW’s interactive map of the Russian invasion of Ukraine. This map is updated daily
alongside the static maps present in this report.

Click here to access ISW’s archive of interactive time-lapse maps of the Russian invasion of Ukraine. These
maps complement the static control-of-terrain map that ISW produces daily by showing a dynamic
frontline. ISW will update this time-lapse map archive monthly.

Belarusian President Alexander Lukashenko and Russian President Vladimir Putin met in Moscow on
April 5 and 6 to discuss further Union State integration, with Putin likely focused on strengthening Russian
economic control over Belarus. Putin and Lukashenko held a one-on-one meeting on April 5 and attended a meeting
of the Supreme State Council of the Union State on April 6 to address Union State integration efforts on security, economic,
defense, cultural, and humanitarian topics.[1] Putin claimed that Russian and Belarusian officials have fulfilled 74 percent
of 28 Union State programs and highlighted the creation of a joint system for indirect taxes, measures to form general
standards for Russian and Belarusian industrial enterprises, and efforts to unify Belarusian and Russian trade
legislation.[2] Putin and Lukashenko both noted that Russian and Belarusian officials are focused on import substitution
measures (likely to mitigate Western sanctions) and supporting microelectronic industries.[3] Putin stated that Russian and
Belarusian officials are continuing the process of creating a joint oil and gas market and are working on drafting an
agreement for the formation of a single electricity market.[4] The Kremlin is likely advancing longstanding efforts to
subsume elements of Belarus’ defense industrial base (DIB), and both states are likely using Union State economic
integration efforts to augment their ongoing sanctions evasion measures.[5] Putin and Lukashenko also likely highlighted
strengthening economic cooperation to support their ongoing efforts to falsely reassure the Russian and Belarusian publics
that Western sanctions regimes will not have long-term consequences.[6]

Putin and Lukashenko also discussed bilateral security issues during their one-on-one meeting and at the Supreme State
Council meeting, but official Kremlin and Belarusian readouts offered little concrete details on these discussions. Putin and
Lukashenko stated that Russian and Belarusian officials began work on a Security Concept for the Union State, but offered
no details for what the joint security document would include.[7] Lukashenko stated that a single joint Russian—Belarusian
regional air defense system is already operating, likely referring to the recent deployment of Russian S-400 air defense
systems to Belarus.[8] Kremlin Spokesperson Dmitry Peskov stated on April 6 that Lukashenko and Putin did not discuss
the placement of Russian strategic nuclear weapons in Belarus following Putin’s March 25 announcement that Russia will
deploy tactical nuclear weapons to Belarus.[9]

Lukashenko delivered boilerplate rhetoric that continues to indicate that he has no intention of involving
Belarus further in Russia’s war effort. Lukashenko stated that NATO is conducting a purposeful buildup of forces
along the borders of the Union State and that the West has unleashed an informational, political, and economic war against
Belarus and Russia.[10] Lukashenko has previously employed such rhetoric in an attempt to justify resisting Kremlin
pressure to further support the Russian war effort in Ukraine by arguing that Belarus needs to protect the western flank of
the Union State.[11] ISW has written at length about why Lukashenko is extraordinarily unlikely to further involve Belarus
in the war in Ukraine.[12] ISW has previously assessed that Lukashenko is increasingly losing maneuvering room with the
Kremlin amid the Kremlin’s steady pressure campaign to formalize the Russian-Belarusian Union State, and Lukashenko
may be acquiescing to further integration measures while rejecting Putin’s likely larger demand for the direct participation
of Belarusian forces in Russia’s war against Ukraine.[13]

Russian commanders are reportedly constructing specialized company-size units within key frontline
formations engaged in urban combat to reinforce the diminished combat effectiveness of most Russian
units. A reliable Ukrainian reserve officer released a reportedly captured document on April 6 detailing the recruitment of
personnel (who receive the status of BARS reservists) to form new “Storm Z” companies within elements of the 8th
Combined Arms Army (Southern Military District) and the 1st Army Corps, the armed forces of the Donetsk People’s
Republic.[14] Each “Storm Z” company is created outside of conventional army unit structure and apparently is formed of
newly recruited reservists and attached in some manner to existing Russian regiments and brigades, rather than adding
additional assets or providing specialized training to existing frontline companies. It is unclear at this time how these “Storm
7Z” units fit into Russian command structures at the battalion level and above and why Russian units are forming new
companies, continuing a standing Russian tendency throughout the war in Ukraine to break down doctrinal unit structures.
Each company is comprised of 100 personnel, broken into four capture squads (10 personnel each), four fire support squads
(10 personnel each), a 2-person company command element, a 5-person combat engineering group, an 8-person
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reconnaissance group, a three-person medevac group, and a two-person UAV crew.[15] "Storm Z” companies are intended
to conduct urban combat operations or operations in complicated geographic areas to capture important and strategic
objects such as strongholds, command posts, and communication centers.[16] The Ukrainian reserve officer noted that the
personnel that staff these companies receive 10 to 15 days of refresher training, a remarkably short amount of time to
adequately train personnel (even reservists with some experience) to perform complex combat tasks and create unit
cohesion.

The “Storm Z” companies will likely primarily deploy along the Avdiivka—Donetsk City frontline, where
Southern Military District (SMD) units are heavily committed to continuously unsuccessful offensive
operations. The Ukrainian reserve officer stated that the document requires the establishment of “Storm Z” companies in
various separate motorized rifle brigades of the 1st Army Corps (forces of the Donetsk People’s Republic) and motorized
rifle regiments, tank regiments, and separate motorized rifle brigades of the 150th Motorized Rifle Division (part of the 8th
Combined Arms Army).[17] ISW has observed the heavy commitment of DNR forces along the entire Avdiivka—Donetsk
City frontline and noted that the 150th Motorized Rifle Division has been particularly active in Marinka, on the southwestern
outskirts of Donetsk City.[18] Russian offensive operations along this frontline remain largely unsuccessful and have failed
to secure more than tactical advances in the area.[19] Russian military command likely seeks to create "Storm Z” companies
and attach them to already-committed elements in order to reinforce minor tactical success and encourage further offensive
operations and gains. However, due to the ramshackle construction of yet more ad hoc Russian units, as well as the already
degraded quality and poor morale that is pervasive within DNR units in this area, it is unlikely that the use of these
formations will lend Russian forces on this frontline a significant offensive edge.

China continues to rhetorically downplay its support for Russia and demonstrate that there are limits to
the declared “no limits” Russian—Chinese partnership, but it will not be a true neutral arbiter in the
war. French President Emmanuel Macron met with Chinese President Xi Jinping in Beijing on April 6 and urged Xi to
“bring Russia to its senses” and “bring everyone back to the negotiating table.”[20] Xi stated that China “advocates for peace
talks and seeks a political solution” without going into significant detail or assigning blame.[21] China’s maintained neutral
status and ongoing talks with Western leaders, refusal to blatantly condemn the West, and minimization of relations
with and withholding of concrete support to Russia are likely a source of ongoing frustration for Russian President Vladimir
Putin, as ISW has previously assessed.[22] However, Xi’s equivocating comments do not indicate any serious intent by
Beijing to overtly pressure Russia to end the invasion of Ukraine, as would be necessary for serious peace talks.

Key Takeaways

¢ Belarusian President Alexander Lukashenko and Russian President Vladimir Putin met in
Moscow on April 5 and 6 to discuss further Union State integration, with Putin likely focused
on strengthening Russian economic control over Belarus.

¢ Lukashenko delivered boilerplate rhetoric that continues to indicate that he has no intention
of involving Belarus further in Russia’s war effort.

¢ Russian commanders are reportedly constructing specialized company-size units within key
frontline formations engaged in urban combat to reinforce the diminished combat
effectiveness of most Russian units.

¢ Russian forces will likely deploy these “Storm Z” units along the Avdiivka—Donetsk City
frontline.

¢ China continues to rhetorically downplay its support for Russia and demonstrate that there
are limits to the declared “no limits” Russian—Chinese partnership, but it will not be a true
neutral arbiter in the war.

¢ Russian forces conducted limited ground attacks along the Kupyansk-Svatove-Kreminna line.

¢ Russian forces continued ground attacks in and around Bakhmut and along the Avdiivka—
Donetsk City line.

e Ukrainian officials indicated that Russian forces are able to maintain a suitable rate of
artillery fire in prioritized areas of the front at the expense of other sectors.

¢ Russian forces may have withdrawn equipment from occupied Crimea for redeployment
elsewhere in southern Ukraine out of fear of a Ukrainian counteroffensive.

¢ Russian Defense Minister Sergey Shoigu visited Russian Defense Industrial Base (DIB)
enterprises in Nizhny Novgorod Oblast to monitor the implementation of state defense orders.

¢ Russian President Vladimir Putin held one-on-one meetings with Russian occupation
authorities.
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* Assessed Russian advances are areas where ISW assesses Russian forces have operated in or launched attacks
against but do not control.
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We do not report in detail on Russian war crimes because these activities are well-covered in Western
media and do not directly affect the military operations we are assessing and forecasting. We will
continue to evaluate and report on the effects of these criminal activities on the Ukrainian military and
the Ukrainian population and specifically on combat in Ukrainian urban areas. We utterly condemn
these Russian violations of the laws of armed conflict, Geneva Conventions, and humanity even though
we do not describe them in these reports.

e Russian Main Effort — Eastern Ukraine (comprised of two subordinate main efforts)

e Russian Subordinate Main Effort #1 — Capture the remainder of Luhansk Oblast and push westward into
eastern Kharkiv Oblast and encircle northern Donetsk Oblast

Russian Subordinate Main Effort #2 — Capture the entirety of Donetsk Oblast

Russian Supporting Effort — Southern Axis

Russian Mobilization and Force Generation Efforts

Activities in Russian-occupied areas

Russian Main Effort — Eastern Ukraine

Russian Subordinate Main Effort #1 — Luhansk Oblast (Russian objective: Capture the remainder of
Luhansk Oblast and push westward into eastern Kharkiv Oblast and northern Donetsk Oblast)

Russian forces conducted limited ground attacks along the Kupyansk-Svatove-Kreminna line on April 6. Geolocated footage
published on April 2 indicates that Russian forces likely made marginal gains northwest of Kuzemivka (15km northwest of
Svatove).[23] Russian Western Grouping of Forces (Western Military District) Spokesperson Sergey Zybinsky claimed on
April 6 that Russian forces destroyed three Ukrainian sabotage and reconnaissance groups and disrupted Ukrainian
rotations near Dvorichna (15km northeast of Kupyansk), Pishchane (25km northwest of Svatove), and Stelmakhivka (15km
west of Svatove).[24] A Russian milblogger claimed that Russian forces resumed offensive operations near Novoselivske
(15km northwest of Svatove).[25] Russian Central Grouping of Forces (Central Military District) Spokesperson Alexander
Savchuk claimed that Russian forces thwarted a Ukrainian attempt to regain lost positions near Dibrova (5km southwest of
Kreminna).[26] The Ukrainian General Staff reported that Russian forces conducted unsuccessful offensive operations near
Nevske (18km northwest of Kreminna), Hryhorivka (11km south of Kreminna), and Spirne (25km south of Kreminna).[27]
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Russian Subordinate Main Effort #2 — Donetsk Oblast (Russian Objective: Capture the entirety of Donetsk
Oblast, the claimed territory of Russia’s proxies in Donbas)

Russian forces continued ground attacks in and around Bakhmut on April 6. Geolocated footage posted on April 6 shows
that Russian forces made a marginal advance in central Bakhmut north of the To504 highway.[28] More geolocated footage
posted on April 6 shows that Ukrainian forces repelled Wagner Group ground attacks south of Ivanivske (6km west of
Bakhmut).[29] The Ukrainian General Staff reported that Russian forces conducted unsuccessful ground attacks in
Bakhmut and northwest of Bakhmut near Bohdanivka (6km northwest) and Orikhovo-Vasylivka (11km northwest), and
west of Bakhmut near Ivanivske.[30] Russian milbloggers claimed that Wagner forces made marginal advances in
northwestern Bakhmut and gained an unspecified foothold near the Metallurg Stadium in central Bakhmut.[31] Another
Russian milblogger claimed that Russian forces are advancing in northern, eastern, and southern Bakhmut but failed to
advance near Bohdanivka.[32]

Russian forces continued ground attacks along the Avdiivka—Donetsk City frontline on April 6. Ukrainian Tavriisk Direction
Forces Joint Press Center Spokesperson Colonel Oleksiy Dmytrashkivskyi reported that Russian forces sustained 4,000
losses near Avdiivka in the past week and are sending an unspecified amount of the 4,000-personnel contingent that
previously undertook training in Belarus to reinforce the Avdiivka-Marinka line.[33] The Ukrainian General Staff reported
that Russian forces conducted unsuccessful ground attacks near Avdiivka, Novokalynove (7km north of Avdiivka), Sieverne
(skm west of Avdiivka), Pervomaiske (10km southwest of Avdiivka), and Marinka.[34] Russian sources claimed that
Russian forces made unspecified gains towards Avdiivka, Keramik (8km north of Avdiivka), and Pervomaiske.[35]

Ukrainian officials indicated that Russian forces are able to maintain a suitable rate of artillery fire in prioritized areas of
the front at the expense of other sectors. Ukrainian Eastern Group of Forces Spokesperson Colonel Serhiy Cherevaty stated
on April 5 that Russian forces do not suffer artillery ammunition shortages in areas where Russian forces prioritize offensive
operations, such as in the Bakhmut direction.[36] The Ukrainian State Border Guard Service stated on April 5 that Wagner
Group forces still suffer from artillery shell shortages, however.[37] Dmytrashkivskyi stated on April 6 that Russian forces
on the Avdiivka-Marinka line experience shell shortages closer to the weekend, suggesting that these forces burn through
their allocated artillery shells too quickly and are resupplied at least partially on a weekly basis.[38]

The Kremlin appears to be perpetuating an information operation to discredit certain Ukrainian forces. The Russian
Ministry of Defense (MoD) claimed that a squad commander of the Ukrainian 53rd Mechanized Brigade near Avdiivka
surrendered his squad to Russian forces, but that other Ukrainian forces intentionally fired on and killed the surrendering
personnel before Russian forces could transport them to rear areas.[39] The Russian MoD made this claim in an unusually
late daily report, and Russian President Vladimir Putin reiterated this claim during a meeting on April 6.[40] ISW is unable
to confirm this Russian claim.

Russian sources are likely exaggerating claims of offensive activity around Vuhledar. A Russian milblogger claimed that
Russian forces conducted a significant MLRS strike against Vuhledar to pre-empt a ground attack, but ISW has seen no
indications of either a large series of strikes or an attack.[41] Another milblogger claimed that Russian forces are using
unguided aerial FAB-500 bombs modified for long range precision strikes near Vuhledar.[42] The Ukrainian General Staff
reported that Russian forces did not conduct offensive operations in western Donetsk Oblast.[43]
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Russian Supporting Effort — Southern Axis (Russian objective: Maintain frontline positions and secure
rear areas against Ukrainian strikes)

Russian forces may have withdrawn equipment from occupied Crimea for redeployment elsewhere in southern Ukraine out
of fear of a Ukrainian counteroffensive. Satellite imagery shows the withdrawal of a significant amount of armored fighting
vehicles, tanks, and towed artillery systems from a depot in Medvedivka (20km northeast of Dzhankoy along the M18
highway) between March 17 and April 5, though ISW cannot confirm their destination at this time.[44]

Russian forces continued defensive operations and routine shelling in southern Ukraine on April 6.[45] Ukrainian Tavriisk
Direction Forces Joint Press Center Spokesperson Colonel Oleksiy Dmytrashkivskyi noted that Russian forces in Zaporizhia
Oblast are not trying to storm Ukrainian positions and are instead focusing on artillery strikes and preparing defensive
fortifications.[46]

Ukrainian forces continue efforts to strike Russian rear positions and logistic nodes in southern Ukraine. Russian sources
claimed on April 6 that Ukrainian forces launched six HIMARS rockets at Melitopol, occupied Zaporizhia Oblast, and
claimed that Russian air defense intercepted all six of the rockets.[47] Ukrainian Mayor of Melitopol Ivan Fedorov reported
the sound of explosions in the Melitopol area and noted that Russian forces sent ambulances to the Aviamistechka airfield
despite claiming that air defenses successfully intercepted all of the rockets.[48] Ukrainian Joint Coordination Press Center
of the Southern Forces Head Nataliya Humenyuk also noted on April 6 that effective Ukrainian strikes on Russian positions
on the east (left) bank of Kherson Oblast have reduced the number of artillery positions from which Russian force can strike
the west (right) bank of Kherson Oblast.[49]

Russian sources continue to frame Russia as the sole guarantor of the safety of the Zaporizhzhia Nuclear Power Plant
(ZNPP). A prominent Russian milblogger and Putin-appointment member of the Russian Human Rights Council published
a long article on April 6 lauding the Russian national guard (Rosgvardia) for guarding the ZNPP and accusing Ukraine of
trying to strike the plant and exert pressure on employees to create an unsafe situation.[50] Russian sources have
continuously framed Ukraine as acting irresponsibly near the plant to consolidate Russia’s control of Ukrainian energy and
nuclear assets.[51]

9 Institute for the Study of War and AEl’s Critical Threats Project 2023



Assessed Control of Terrain

Around Zaporizhia as of
April 6, 2023, 3:00 PM ET

Dnlpropetrovsk HS \‘ \‘

Oblast— "15*'5;\;50‘ LA

G RO P o = 7" CRITICAL

g : ' THREATS
_ ~— = | | __ THEDR. JACK [ONDON
_ . s Zaporizhzhia Novopilh“ -\GEOSPATIAL FUND
Hry*horivka - Oblast ' TN ..
.«é" 1 7 N s < 49 —*)'
VL o ) 3 - -~ 7\ ‘f
] f A __':' N
Mali SFchertbak (} . L .‘ Cher\,'lone Lev,adne.\:_ | AN
Shcherbaky / y : / < ‘.
i L7 Mala '

//Tavriiske TOkmaChka - .. )’ B
' | )

i Polohy
.. | Geolocated footage posted Novopokiovis L
. on April 5 indicates Russian b : A ,.
f forces captured Nesterianka ) AN
& - prior to April 5. \ . : '
| S I »‘
\%‘\&%\é > gt AR Bilmak
o) 10 - 20 \ 40 Kllometag Wantouh | /N
L I |‘f"a I A :
l\{( by George Barros Kateryna Stepanenko Noel Mlkkelsen»-Damel Mealie, Thomas Bergeron Wlll Kielm, ,
a N::\QM itchell Belcher © 2023 Institute for the Study of War and AEI's Critical Threats Project
Significant Fighting in the Assessed Russian-controlled . Reported Ukrainian Partisan
O se .
past 24 Hours Ukrainian Territory Warfare

Russian-controlled Ukrainian ~ - Claimed Russian Control over
Territory before February 24 ~ = Ukrainian Territory

== Assessed Russian Advances in - - Claimed Ukrainian
Lo
' Ukraine* Counteroffensives

* Assessed Russian advances are areas where ISW assesses Russian forces have operated in or launched attacks
against but do not control.

10 Institute for the Study of War and AEl’s Critical Threats Project 2023



(0]
| 1

KinbGrn Spit S =

Assessed Control of Terrain Around

Kherson and Mykolaiv as of
April 6, 2023, 3:00 PM ET

N .‘ —y J) “ ‘,S' ) ..
} [/ J
-E 7 g | ""ryvyi Rih =~ =
‘ A { - ' Dniprope .ovsk L M
s y P . Oblast - - AND -
: ! . < _ : : CRITICAL
*N Buh
) . oy Buh 4 THREATS
Vozsiyats'ke (=~ Mala Shesternia ReJ ACKIEOND
r, \.: ’/L,—’ \b\‘—'“r
) L4 |
LY 1 .dl
. Bashtanka = Vysokopillya
“Mykolaiv | ySOroRTY —
! =
O 1 \/—J Y
'\\‘D‘avydiv
i« Brid
{ 2
/ : __den T A2
% z—, ﬁ - Snihurivka
{ ¢ Zasillia
N I
! v __ Beryslav
1§ P— ~
]
\ :
//\\-'-M'\,&_ -

& Kherson
Oblast

t

M Significant Fighting in the past 24 Hours

3 Russian-controlled Ukrainian Territory before February 24
T 21 Assessed Russian Advances in Ukraine®

[ Assessed Russian-controlled Ukrainian Territory

_"_ Claimed Russian Control over Ukrainian Territory

_"! Claimed Ukrainian Counteroffensives

Reported Ukrainian Partisan Warfare

20 40 80 Kilometers
1 1 | ] 1 ] |

Map by George Barros, Kateryna Stepanenko, Noel Mi
and Mitchell Belcher - © 2023 Institute for the Stu

elsen, Dantel Mealie, Thomas Bergeron, Will Kielm;
ar and AET's Critical Threats Project :

11

* Assessed Russian advances are areas where ISW assesses Russian forces have operated in or launched attacks
against but do not control.

Institute for the Study of War and AEl’s Critical Threats Project 2023


https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Kherson-Mykolaiv Battle Map Draft April 6%2C2023.png

Russian Mobilization and Force Generation Efforts (Russian objective: Expand combat power without
conducting general mobilization)

Russian Defense Minister Sergey Shoigu visited Russian defense industrial base (DIB) enterprises in Nizhny Novgorod
Oblast — including the Arzamas Machine Building Plant — on April 6 to monitor the implementation of state defense
orders.[52] Shoigu’s visits are likely part of an ongoing effort to investigate roadblocks within, reinvigorate, and restore the
reputation of Russia’s underperforming DIB. The Russian Ministry of Defense (MoD) amplified the DIB enterprises’ reports
that they increased ammunition production volume several times over and implemented a program to expand further
weapons production capacity.[53]

Different sectors of the Russian war effort are almost certainly competing for manpower due to extreme Russian personnel
shortages in all sectors caused by prior recruitment waves. Russia’s DIB, contract armed forces, private military companies
(PMCs), Combat Reserve of the Country (BARS) units, and conscription authorities have all launched increasingly
aggressive recruitment efforts over recent weeks to target an ever-diminishing, overlapping pool of suitable
recruits.[54] Chuvashia Republic Head Oleg Nikolaev tentatively proposed on April 5 that Russian authorities equate five
years of work at a defense plant with military service.[55] Implementation of such a measure would further drain Russian
benefits programs for those affiliated with the war effort and could also force defense industries to compete in benefits
offerings or directly enable Russians to forgo military service in favor of work in Russia’s DIB.

Russian authorities are taking further steps to prosecute Russians for avoiding service. Russian opposition outlet Important
Stories amplified reports from several Omsk Oblast residents on April 6 that a small number of Russian Federal Security
Service (FSB) officers are questioning Omsk Oblast residents who temporarily left Russia following the announcement of
“partial” mobilization as to their reasons for going abroad.[56]

Zaporizhia Oblast occupation head Yevgeny Balitsky remarked after meeting with Russian President Vladimir Putin on April
6 that the Russian MoD subordinated Balitsky’s volunteer battalion, the Sudaplatov Battalion, to the BARS-32
formation.[57] BARS formations appear to play an increasing role in volunteer recruitment and supporting irregular
Russian volunteer formations, as ISW has previously reported.[58]

Activities in Russian-occupied areas (Russian objective: Consolidate administrative control of annexed
areas; forcibly integrate Ukrainian civilians into Russian sociocultural, economic, military, and
governance systems)

Russian President Vladimir Putin held one-on-one meetings with Russian occupation authorities on April 6. Donetsk
People’s Republic (DNR) Head Denis Pushilin stated on April 6 that he and Putin discussed issues with water supply,
constructing roads, and expanding railway infrastructure to ensure greater connectivity to Russia.[59] Luhansk People’s
Republic (DNR) Head Leonid Pasechnik stated that he and Putin discussed several issues concerning social, housing, and
communal services, as well as education and medicine.[60] Zaporizhia Oblast Occupation Head Yevgeny Balitsky reported
that he and Putin discussed restoring transport infrastructure throughout occupied Zaporizhia Oblast.[61] Balitsky also
thanked Putin for supporting the maternity capital initiative, which he claims has already started operating in occupied
territories.[62] Kherson Occupation Administration Head Vladimir Saldo and Putin discussed issues with gas supply in
occupied Kherson Oblast .[63]

Significant activity in Belarus (ISW assesses that a Russian or Belarusian attack into northern Ukraine in
early 2023 is extraordinarily unlikely and has thus restructured this section of the update. It will no longer
include counter-indicators for such an offensive.)

ISW will continue to report daily observed Russian and Belarusian military activity in Belarus, but these
are not indicators that Russian and Belarusian forces are preparing for an imminent attack on Ukraine
from Belarus. ISW will revise this text and its assessment if it observes any unambiguous indicators that
Russia or Belarus is preparing to attack northern Ukraine.

Belarusian military officials provided an update on the joint Russian-Belarusian Regional Grouping of Forces (RGV) on
April 6. Belarusian Head of the Combat Training Directorate Major General Alexander Bas stated that over 500 Belarusian
instructors are engaged in the training of RGV troops and that Belarusian trainers seek to apply Russian lessons from
Ukraine to the education of the RGV.[64] Bas emphasized the role of the RGV in upholding the security of the Union
State.[65]
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Belarusian forces continued combat exercises throughout Belarus on April 6. The Belarusian Ministry of Defense stated that
elements of the 115th Anti-Aircraft Missile Regiment, 38th Brest Separate Guard Airborne Assault Brigade, and the 86th
Communication Brigade conducted various tactical exercises.[66]

Note: ISW does not receive any classified material from any source, uses only publicly available
information, and draws extensively on Russian, Ukrainian, and Western reporting and social media as
well as commercially available satellite imagery and other geospatial data as the basis for these reports.
References to all sources used are provided in the endnotes of each update.
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