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Note: The -afaft af cautt hi s product was 12:40pm ET on
subsequent reports in the December 1 Russian Off
A recent Russian opinion pol/l indicates that the
the war i n Ukraine has al most halved since Febru
support a withdrawal of Russian folodepenadmntk Ra
opposition polling organization Chr-2B2jck@283stnaneéek
survey indicates that respondents whhoosaa ewhia oenxsr
support for the wart,hddroawaolt oshypppudsristo manUk rai ne wi t
having achieved its war aims, and thinkdebataRetd
from 22 percent to 12 percent bet W@hrno rFiedlraisarsyt a&t
percent of respondents supported a withdrawal of
having achieved its war aims, and that this numb
t hroughout 2023. h@hr Bi pleexs enttatodd rtesposdants di
withdrawal and favored a continuation of the war
decreasing from 47 percent in Febrwuary 2023 and
i ndependent Russian pollingl osbedi pat Oohohbhevadga
percent of respondents believed that Russia shou
favored contif”2ying the war.

The Russian war in Ukraine has created new soci a
ones within Russia, which remain highly visible
despite ongoing KremlinRekasiovesi pf emdbbritiszed pei
wi despread complaints and appeals for aid for mo
to censor sufc3usesmmlnaiomptpoVsa zt hi noyne rokeugtd oettieid on Nove
t hat Russi amwe rhalv80 ,send compl aints about 1 ssues ¢
(MoD) to the Russian Presidential Office for -Wor
scale invasion p#ThUek rnaaijnoer iitny 200f22t.hese compl ai nt s
to soldiers, mobilization stat us][ 5Tries Kirregnl perr fr@ars
capitalizing on recent ethnic tensions in Russia
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appeal to Russian wultranationalists, establishin
ul tranati on@lllsd Wk radiomgiueen Main Military I ntellic
that protest activity and social tension are inc
t he war in Ukraine and that the top ebkbekons of
tens| @lphse. GUR noted that increasing c¢crime, alcoho
prices nrilbBBwteond rising social tensions, and man\
continued Russi dBTwarKremUknahag.consistently f ai
a wartime footing to support the Russian war eff
social tensions indicate that this f ai leuarde oifs thhae
2024 Russian prepBfential elections.

The Kremlin is |Iikely concerned about how chang
Russian war in Ukraine will affect the outcome o
el ection and is implementing measures to ensure
Putindsal aetector al support does not rest RussR@asns
President VIadimir Putin wil!/l reportedly center
domestic stability and increased critifdiPedmi wnf atnid
ot her Russian government officials have already
efforts by claiming that some Russian citizens w
efforts to discredit dehret iugplc oeriencgt iRounsss i aamnd ptrheasti  F
necessaryo to prevehR{jediexnn i oant merdidtl iiengg. have al sc¢
control over the Russian information spaee and h
censhdfpd Rissian mil bl oggers suggested that Russi a
channels ordered milbloggers to cease debates an
Russian presi delnBthiealKreelnmecitni chnass. | i kel y attempted
Putin throughout Russia by establishing a[ddtlwor
Kremlin Spokesperson Dmitr.i Peskov confirmed on
President VlIadimir Putin wil!/ hold his annual I
press conference in tandermudn nDevdadrmbdr kkd .y[ Lisle t
out his still unannounced presidential campaign
campaign season[d®]December 13.

Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov notably d
operations feigning interest in negotiations dur
Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) Counci
Norht Macedonia on November 30, and instead promot

Mol dotavrov c¢cl aimed that the OSCE is turning int
Uni on (EU) and said that the or daliZiazva toivedesh ismgoet a |
did not instadédi agl Bagsian information operation
to negoti at e IwBihtvhr oWk rparienvei.ousl y c¢cl ai med on Novemb
trying to "freeze" the war to gain timel®@Ghe OS8GE

H LyadotdziS F2NJ GKS {(ddzRé 2F 2FNJIyR 19LQa /NRaO



is meant to serve as a neutral platform in negot
provided an appropriate diplomatic forum for Lav
Lavrov notably made no such overher ® SCROssbSpeprea

Mi ssion in Ukraine to support Russian informatio
its i nitial hybrid war against Ukraine, which Ru
operafP®Rpussi an botedsyrepmmandeeaedv OBICElI @e$ ft o s
combat operations in Luhdm®slia vObolvabdsst cirni tJiacniusam yo f2
Russiads continuing unwillingness to engage in s
necessary to start meaningful negotiations. Lavr
t hat it wotuhled fibneecxotmevi ctim in the W¢g2t24ds hybrid w

Chechen Republic Head Ramzan Kadyrov also argued
di sadvantageous to Russia on November 29 due to
advant ageou[s2 pdyrntawncloai med that Russia must mak
Kadyrov does not speak for the Kremlin, but his
portraying a pause in Russian offensiore apRUsagiar
victory in Ukraine.

Russian forces conducted multiple series of miss
struck civilian infrastructufifbeobkNavambhaer GBEfiean
t hat Russian for 800 Imd lsrsd Hed -@ihdgh RIS Shradheaels on t
Novemberq.28kr ainian military officials reported -

drofe&@sdkrainian Air Force Spokesperson Colonel Yu
destroyed the first waesaofObShaheandr ohas &KRussi @

drones in several directions towards northern an
Obl 426 hnat continued to praise the work of Ukrai
Russian[@Wgnmnas nedbs Southern Operational Command

a historic preserved[B®&KIa&iimg ainn MOdhe sd e@Oblodstl.nt e
KIl'ymenko st3G0kdmitshsaitl eSs struck residentiian Pakird dv
Novohrodivka, and Myrn¢R9dhe iIimtRomattslon@b| aAdto.mi c
(1l AEA) reported on November 29 that there were s
Power Pl ant-mwnhnubhenparR6d and warned that sever al
to Russi §8 0§ter iUkesxa.i ni an General Staff also repor
Shahed drones during the day on November 30 and

dr orfesdl.]

Russian mil bloggers c¢cl aimed that Russian militar
drone usage and acquisition among Russian forces
Kherson Oblast amid continued complaints about w
banlA. Russian milblogger ¢l aimed that Russian Min
various types of drones and electronic warfare (
among Russian forces operating[ 24h ¢ bamiolggfetr kd Ak m
Russian authorities are not interested in readin
associated with sending[B8B&8Wwedmohesoggethal Epoobin
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personnel have to figo through seven circles of h
dr oh&@Ahot her prominent mil bl ogger outlined the s
need to submit to the Russian military to record
which include proving that t hreordmaoln ewehaatdh ebre ecno nddei

Russian forces were not using electronic warfare
destr JSBtHiidmre.r Russias metébhobhggecompl ained on Nove
bureaucracy at the brigade and division | evel i s
for drones diregc86pPpWfhaem phevMoDsly reported tha
compl ained about wvarious problems among Russi an

Obl ast but has observed t hatectessaae idlyl e gad sprad el
battlefile3dheffeender of a Ukrainian dr orFeordcmpal
Ukraitnean article published on November 29 that

300, O0@efrisromt vi ewer (FPV)38drones per mont h.

The Ukrainian Security Service (SBU) was reporte
caused disruptions on a section of the East Sibe
China on the night Roufs sNoavne nbaeirl wa9y.s and t he East
Prosecutorés Office stated that a freight t¥fain
Okusi kan section of the East Siberian Rail way in
29.3Russian Railways stated thaitntheaffre, dbdtnBu
outBa&zsat at ed that 10 {4@8lrzree werrtee d etl lagytedt. wo rai | w

fuel detonated, ignitddvenxl tbkradi miaanh wayt lcatr s .1
intelligence sources stated that four explosive
operation and that the railway |Iine, which is on
Chimad as used to transport mi2lRiutsasriyans wppploisea st,i oins
outAsettgtaat ed that Russia uses the rail wgawy3Ithe tr anrn
Ukrainian Main Military Intelligence Directorate

Russia are becoming more frequent and are causin
resul tifndddel ays.

Correction: | SW wrote that Several Ukrainian out
stated that four explosive devices detonated on
railway line is the only nmajanrd r@Ghilmea.y Wea nhea vbee t owc
update to note that is one of the two major rail
The Kremlin continues to adhvammeefiftertsttratalysacr Is
through the Union $haet Qussriraot MmMraei stry of Econom
Bel arusian Ministry of Economy agreed to a new p
20222026 to advance the Kremlinds effort to absort
29.4Rphssian President VIadimir Putin and Bel arusi
sign the integration packaagte diupmgmanStugptc® MC agn
possi bl y[ dénu kRadbOLMenko has previously resisted the
Belarus into the Union State, although recent ev
Yevgeny Prigozhin and the coll apse ofn,t hPer iJguonzeh i2n
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Key Takeaways:

T A recent Russian opinion pol/l i ndicates that
support the war in Ukraine has al most hal ved
Russians support a withdrawal of Russian forc

T The Russian war in Ukraine has created new so
existing ones within Russia, which remain hig
i nformation space despite ongoing Kremlin cen

T The Kremlin is |likely concerned about how cha
Russian war in Ukraine wil/ affect the outcom
presidential election and is implementing mea
President VI adi miat RlUutich®s adactswpport does not
battlefield successes.

T Kremlin Spokesperson Dmitr. Peskov confir med
President VI imir Putin wild.l hold his annual
press conference in tandem on December 14.

T Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov notabl
information operations feigning interest in n
Organi zation for Security and Cooperation in
Mi ni sters meethi rvtp cierd odMarat on November 30, and
escal atory rhetoric about Mol dova.

T Russian forces conducted multiple series of m
that struck civilian infrastructure on Novemb

T Russian mil bloggers c¢cl ai med that Russian mil.i
Russian drone usage and acquisition among Rus
(left) bank Kherson Oblast amid continued com
capabilities on the east bank

9 The Ukrainian Security Service (SBU) was repo
t hat caused disruptions on a section of the E
Russia and China on the night of November 29.

T The Kremlin continues to adhammeefifferisttratalygs
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T Russi a ntinued offensi ve -Sweetreavte ons
Kreminna | ine, near Bakhmut, near Avdii vka, w
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City, in t hZea pDoorniezthsika Obl ast border area, and
Obl ast but did not make any confirmed advance

A Ukrainian military observer stated that Rus
tank battalions in about four mont hst aarsmng eqg
weapons and equi pment stores i-mnedadptwsamohacl
military equipment.

Occupation and Russian government officials ¢
Ukrainian youth in occupied Ukraine.
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Assessed Control of Terrain in Ukraine

and Main Russian Maneuver Axes
as of November 30, 2023, 3:00 PM ET
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Significant Fighting in the Past 24 Hours

3 Russian-controlled Ukrainian Territory before February 24
7! Assessed Russian Advances in Ukraine®

[ Assessed Russian-controlled Ukrainian Territory

£ 21 Claimed Ukrainian Counteroffensives

Reported Ukrainian Partisan Warfare

£ _. Claimed Russian Control over Ukrainian Territory
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* Assessed Russian advances are areas where ISW assesses Russian forces have operated in or launched
attacks against but do not control.
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vi ol ations of the | aws of armed conflict and the
against humanity even though we do not describe

T Russian MadEasEefartkraine (comprised of two s

T Russian SubordinaCepMare Ehtorem#alnder of Luh
westward into eastern Kharkiv Oblast and enci

9 Russian SubordindtCapMairrer Efhformt#2 ety of Done

T Russian SuppioSdutnige rErf fAXxits

T Russian Mobilization and Force Generation Eff

T Russian Technological Adaptations

T ActivitiesycichupRuweslsiaareas

T Russian I nformation Operations and Narratives

Russian MaiinEaksftfeorrnt Ukr ai ne

Russian Subordinat el IMahaan €K fOblta #Htl ( Russi an obj ec
remainder of Luhansk Oblast and push westward in
northern Donetsk Obl ast)

Russian forces continued | ocali zedSwdtfewe ilvien e per
November 30 but did not make any confirmed advan
Ukrainian forces repelled seven RukbBsasah akskKupya
Petropavliivka (7km east of Kupyansk), dnMdRuSstse lamma
mi | bl oggers c¢l ai med that Russian forces pushed U
Lyman Pershyi (11kmknortme @stedoft hkupwamski rts of
Ukrainian defenses| adnmniKyglsd hekdaymhkneka20km to 23k
Kupyah8®PPSW has not observed any visual confirmat
Russian forces temporarily intensified | ocalized
but did not make any confirmed gains. The Ukrain
repell ed Russian assaults neann¥papmpooi vska (LBkm
Kreminna), Terny (17km west of Kreminna), and th
Kremi h8d8he Ukrainian General Staff reported in i
forces repelled 24 dssauoltiosni butheebymaed only f
the area in its | ater si[tbukhktriaocinniraenp omitl iftoarr yN oovbhesne

Mashovets stated that el ements of the Russian 20
and the new 25th Combined Arms Army resumed of fe
di sl odge Ukr aaimnitdare flefde pafntk of t he Zherebets Ri
River that flows into then&i¢yBBFEMyhBenevos Bbgeryv
indicating a concerted Russian offensive effort

Russian sources c¢claimed that Ukrainian forces co
Kupy ads&t-kvemi nna | ine on November 30. The Russi ¢
t hat unspecified elements of theeRUsdgi awdWedkeannn
near Synkivka and that unspecified el ements of t
Ukrainian attack 5mMdar Yampol i vka.
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Assessed Control of Terrain
Around Luhansk Oblast as of

November 30, 2023, 3:00 PM ET
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Significant Fighting in the -5 Assessed Russian Advances in - -, Claimed Ukrainian

past 24 Hours ="' Ukraine* =’ Counteroffensives
Russian Ground Lines of Assessed Russian-controlled Reported Ukrainian Partisan
Communication Ukrainian Territory Warfare

Russian-controlled Ukrainian -~ - : Claimed Russian Control over
Territory before February 24 ~ ~ Ukrainian Territory

* Assessed Russian advances are areas where ISW assesses Russian forces have operated in or launched attacks
against but do not control.

o LyadotdziS F2NJ GKS {(ddzRé 2F 2FNJIyR 19LQa /NRaO


https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Luhansk%20Battle%20Map%20Draft%20November%2030%2C%202023.png

Russian Subordinatei Manet €K fObltas#t2 ( Russian obj e
entirety of Donetsk Oblast, the c¢claimed territor

Russian forces reportedly made multiple advances
mi |l bl oggers c¢cl ai med that Russian forces advanced
of Bakhmut) and near Bohdani v[kea®n e kmm Inbolra ghgveers tc loe
Russian forces also capt«€hadi a ¥Y¥acthoghwiayt me aBa
(it mmedi ately w¢StRUsfsi Biamk hmu tb)l . ogger s reiterated c
particular the 11th SepacapteurAdd bkohrrnoemoweD Va)n dB ra dgv

areas north and northwest of the settlement, but
clai(i®m®krainian military observer Kostyantyn Mash
mul tiple Ukrainian positions near Klishchiivka (
i n the diBroehdtaind®w8me Ukr ai ni an Gener al Staff repo
repell ed Russian attacks near Bohdaniwvka, (1WV&mi v
sout hwest of Bakhmut5®] Raunsds iKalni snhiclhbiliovgkgae.r post ed
of el ements of the Russian 98t h [WDOV Division ope

Ukrainian forces continued offensive operations
The Ukrainian General Staff reported that Ukrain
BakhmwtRissi an mil bl oggers claimed that Ukrainian
the Berkhivka Reser[veo2i]lr and KIlishchiivka.
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