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Continuing Russian operations along their new main effort in eastern Ukraine made 
little progress on April 2, and Russian forces likely require some time to redeploy and 
integrate reinforcements from other axes.  Ukrainian forces repelled likely large -scale Russian 
assaults in Donbas on April 2 and inflicted heavy casualties. Russian forces continued to capture 
territory in central Mariupol  and will likely capture the city in the coming days. Russian units around 
Kyiv and in northeastern Ukraine continued to successfully withdraw into Belarus and Russia, and 
heavy mining in previously Russian-occupied areas is forcing Ukrainian forces to co nduct slow clearing 
operations.  
 
However, the Russian units withdrawn from northeastern Ukraine for redeployment to eastern Ukraine 
are heavily damaged. Russian forces likely require an extensive operational pause to refit existing units 
in Donbas, refit and redeploy reinforcements from other axes, and integrate these forcesðpulled from 
several military districts that have not yet operated on a single axisðinto a cohesive fighting force. We 
have observed no indicators of Russian plans to carry out such a pause, and Russian forces will likely 
fail to break through Ukrainian defenses if they continue to steadily funnel already damaged units into 
fighting in eastern Ukraine.  
 
K ey Takeaw ays 

¶ Russian forces continue d to capture territory in central Mariupol on April 2 and 
will likely capture the city within days.  

¶ Ukrainian forces repelled several possibly large -scale Russian assaults in Donbas, 
claiming to destroy almost 70 Russian vehicles.  

¶ Russian forces will likely require a lengthy operational pause to integrate 
reinforcements into existing force structures in  eastern Ukraine and enable 
successful operations but appear unlikely to do so and will continue to bleed their 
forces in ineffective daily attacks.  

¶ Russian forces in Izyum conducted an operational pause after successfully 
capturing the city on April 1 an d will likely resume offensive operations to link up 
with Russian forces in Donbas in the coming days.  

¶ Russia continued to withdraw forces from the Kyiv axis into Belarus and Russia. 
Ukrainian forces primarily conducted operations to sweep and clear previ ously 
Russian -occupied territory.  

¶ Ukrainian forces likely repelled limited Russian attacks in Kherson Oblast.  

¶ The Ukrainian General Staff reported that Ukrainian forces have rendered two -
thirds of the 75 Russian Battalion Tactical Groups it assesses have fought in 
Ukraine either temporarily or permanently combat ineffective.  
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The Ukrainian General Staff reported on April 2 that out of the  75 Russian Battalion Tactical Groups 
(BTGs) it assesses have participated in operations in Ukraine, 16 BTGs have been ñcompletely 
destroyedò and 34 more are currently combat ineffective and recovering.1 ISW cannot independently 
confirm these numbers, but Russian forces will be unlikely to be able to resume major operations if 
two-thirds of the BTGs committed to fighting to date have been rendered temporarily or permanently 
combat ineffective.  
 
The Ukrainian General Staff stated on April 2 that Belarusian forces are increasing the pace of ongoing 
training, but that Ukraine does not observe any indicators of preparations for a Belarusian offensive. 2 
Belarusian social media users observed Belarusian air defenses redeploying towards Luninets and 
Slutsk (in central Belarus) on April 2, but no Belarusian forces were observed moving near the 
Ukrainian border. 3 ISW assesses Belarusian President Lukashenko will continue to resist Russian 
efforts to involve Belarus in the war in Ukraine.  
 
We do not report in detail on the deliberate Russian targeting of civilian infrastructure 
and attacks on unarmed civilians, which are war crimes, because those activities are 
well -covered in Western media and do not directly affect the military operations we are 
assessing and forecasting. We will continue to evaluate and report on the effects of 
these criminal activities on the Ukrainian military and population and specifically on 
combat in Ukrainian urban areas. We utterly condemn these Russian violations of the 
laws of armed conflict, Geneva Conventions, and humanity even though we do not 
describe them in these reports.  
 
ISW has updated its assessment of the four primary efforts Russian forces are en gaged 
in at this time:  

¶ Main effortðEastern Ukraine (comprised of two subordinate supporting efforts) ; 

¶ Supporting effort 1ðKharkiv  and Izyum; 

¶ Supporting effort 2ðKyiv and northeastern Ukraine ; and 

¶ Supporting effort 3ðSouthern axis. 
 
Main effort ðEastern Ukra ine  
 
Subordinate main effort ï Mariupol (Russian objective: Capturing  Mariupol and 
reducing Ukrainian defenders )  
 
Russian forces continued to capture territory in central Mariupol on April 2 and will likely capture the 
city within days. 4 ISW geolocated a video released by Russian forces inside the Ukrainian SBU 
headquarters in central Mariupol on April 2. 5 Russian forces have likely bisected or trisected Ukrainian 
defenders in the city. 
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Subordinate main effort ï Donetsk and Luhansk Obla sts (Russian objective : Capture  the 
entirety of Donetsk and Luhansk Oblasts, the claimed territory of Russiaôs proxies in 
Donbas)  
 
Ukrainian forces continued to repel Russian assaults in Donetsk and Luhansk Oblasts on April 2. The 
Ukrainian General Staff r eported at 6:00  am local time on April 2 that Ukrainian forces repelled nine 
enemy attacks in the past 24 hours, destroying eight tanks, 44 armored vehicles, 16 unarmored vehicles, 
and 10 artillery systems.6 These numbers are far higher than the daily totals of destroyed Russian 
vehicles claimed by Ukrainian forces, which are typically less than ten per day. Ukrainian forces may 
have repelled significant Russian assaults in the last 24 hours and inflicted heavy casualties, but ISW 
cannot independently confirm these claims. Russian offensive operations in Luhansk Oblast are 
centered on Popasna and Rubizhne, and operations in Donetsk Oblast are concentrated on Marinka, 
though Russian forces reportedly launched unsuccessful attacks all along the line of contact in the past 
24 hours.7  
 
Ukrainian forces continue to successfully repel Russian assaults in Donbas. Russian forces will likely 
require an operational pause to reconstitute their existing forces in the region and integrate 
reinforcements currently redeploying from northern Ukraine to mount an effective offensive. However, 
we have seen no indication of a Russian operational pause on the Donbas axis, and they appear likely 
to further bleed their forces with i neffective daily attacks.  
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