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Click here to see ISW’s interactive map of the Russian invasion of Ukraine. This map is 
updated daily alongside the static maps present in this report.  
 
Click here to access ISW’s archive of interactive time-lapse maps of the Russian invasion 
of Ukraine. These maps complement the static control-of-terrain maps that ISW 
produces daily by showing a dynamic frontline. ISW will update this time-lapse map 
archive monthly. 
 
The overall pace of Russian operations in Ukraine appears to have decreased compared 
to previous weeks. A spokesperson for the Ukrainian Joint Press Center of the Tavriisk Defense 
Forces, Colonel Oleksiy Dmytrashkivskyi, stated on March 15 that Russian offensive actions have 
decreased significantly over the last week and noted that daily Russian ground attacks have decreased 
from 90 to 100 attacks per day to 20 to 29 per day.1 Dmytrashkivskyi reported that Russian forces have 
somewhat lost offensive potential due to significant manpower and equipment losses.2 
Dmytrashkivskyi’s statements are consistent with ISW’s general observation regarding the pace of 
Russian operations along the entire frontline in Ukraine. The Russian offensive operation in Luhansk 
Oblast is likely nearing culmination, if it has not already culminated, although Russia has committed 
most elements of at least three divisions to the Svatove-Kreminna line.3 Russian forces have made only 
minimal tactical gains along the entire Luhansk Oblast frontline over the last week, and Ukrainian 
forces have likely recently managed to conduct counterattacks and regain territory in Luhansk Oblast.4 
ISW has been unable to confirm the commitment of the 2nd Motor Rifle Division (1st Guards Tank 
Army, Western Military District) to the offensive in Luhansk Oblast since certain unspecified elements 
reportedly deployed to Luhansk Oblast in January--the only large formation assessed to be operational 
but not yet engaged.5 It is unclear if the 2nd Motor Rifle Division has already deployed and has not been 
observed or if it is waiting to deploy to either Luhansk Oblast or other areas of the front. The 
commitment of two or three of the 2nd Motor Rifle Division’s constituent regiments, however, is 
unlikely to significantly delay or reverse the culmination of the Russian offensive in Luhansk Oblast, 
especially considering that at least five Russian regiments have definitely been fully committed in this 
area, likely along with several others, but Russian forces have still been unable to make substantial 
gains.6 
 
The overall Wagner Group offensive on Bakhmut additionally appears to be nearing 
culmination. Ukrainian military sources have noted a markedly decreased number of attacks in and 
around Bakhmut, particularly over the last few days.7 Wagner Group financier Yevgeny Prigozhin has 
recently emphasized the toll that a reported lack of ammunition is having on Wagner’s ability to pursue 
offensives on Bakhmut and stated on March 15 that due to ammunition shortages and heavy fighting, 
Wagner has had to expand its encirclement of Bakhmut.8 Prigozhin notably claimed that Wagner 
captured Zalizianske, a tiny rural settlement 9km northwest of Bakhmut on the east side of the E40 
Bakhmut-Slovyansk highway, which indicates that Wagner forces are likely conducting opportunistic 
localized attacks on settlements further north of Bakhmut that are small and relatively easier to seize.9 

https://isw.pub/InteractiveUkraineWarMap
https://isw.pub/UkraineTimeLapse
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Recent Wagner gains north of Bakhmut suggest that manpower, artillery, and equipment losses in 
fights for Bakhmut will likely constrain Wagner’s ability to complete a close encirclement of Bakhmut 
or gain substantial territory in battles for urban areas. The capture of Zalizianske and other similarly 
small towns north of Bakhmut and east of the E40 highway is extremely unlikely to enhance Wagner’s 
ability to capture Bakhmut itself or make other operationally significant gains. It therefore is likely that 
Wagner’s offensive on Bakhmut is increasingly nearing culmination. Russian forces would likely have 
to commit significant reserves to prevent this culmination. They may be able to do so, as ISW has 
observed elements of Russian airborne regiments in and around Bakhmut that do not seem to be 
heavily committed to the fighting at the moment. The Russians might also commit elements of other 
conventional units, including possibly the 2nd Motorized Rifle Division, or units drawn from elsewhere 
in the theater. But it seems that the Wagner offensive itself will not be sufficient to seize Bakhmut. 
Russian forces are not pursuing active or successful offensive operations elsewhere in theater, and as 
the pace of operations slows along critical sectors of the front, Ukrainian forces likely have an increased 
opportunity to regain the initiative. 
 
International journalists reportedly obtained the Kremlin’s long-term strategy 
document for destabilizing Moldova and reintegrating it back into the Russian sphere of 
influence by 2030.10 The Kyiv Independent, Yahoo News, and several other international news 
partners released details of the Moldova report, reportedly originating from the same document as the 
leaked Belarus annexation strategy document.11 Moldovan Prime Minister Dorin Recean reportedly saw 
the document and stated that it is consistent with Moldova’s assessments of Russia’s ongoing campaign 
to undermine Moldovan sovereignty.12 ISW is unable to confirm the existence or authenticity of this 
document, but the document’s political lines of effort are consistent with recent Russian efforts to 
destabilize Moldova.13 
 
Wagner Group financier Yevgeny Prigozhin commented on the reports about the 
dismissal of the Russian Commander of the Airborne (VDV) Forces Colonel General 
Mikhail Teplinsky (first reported on January 20) - likely revealing Teplinsky’s affiliation 
with Wagner. Prigozhin stated on March 15 that Teplinsky is an honest and competent commander 
whom he had met before the war in passing and during “tragic” operations near Berestove, Donetsk 
Oblast.14 Prigozhin stated that one of the possible reasons behind Teplinsky’s dismissal was his refusal 
to lie about the situation on the frontlines. Prigozhin also claimed that Teplinsky expressed his ”honest 
opinion,” which had saved many paratroopers. Prigozhin stated that he hopes that commanders like 
Teplinsky and former theater commander in Ukraine, Army General Sergey Surovikin, would take 
senior positions in the Russian Ministry of Defense (MoD). Ukrainian intelligence previously linked 
Surovikin to Wagner, and Prigozhin’s praise for Teplinsky is similar to the praise he offered Surovikin 
in October 2022.15 ISW previously observed Wagner-affiliated milblogger claims about Teplinsky’s 
dismissal on January 20 attributed to a reported disagreement with the Russian General Staff.16 These 
claims emerged only nine days after Surovikin’s dismissal from the position of theater commander and 
his new subordination under Chief of the Russian General Staff Army General Valery Gerasimov on 
January 11.17 Gerasimov may have removed Teplinsky as a result of his affiliation with Wagner, if the 
reports about his dismissal are true.  
 
The Russian State Duma adopted the law on punishment for “discreditation” of all 
participants of the “special military operation” in Ukraine on March 14 to foster self-
censorship within Russian society. Individuals found guilty of discrediting participants in combat 
operations will receive a fine of up to five million rubles ($65,530), up to five years of correctional or 
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forced labor, or up to seven years in prison.18 Wagner Group financier Yevgeny Prigozhin responded to 
a journalist’s question about the law on March 15 stating that while he initiated and supported this law, 
he expected that it would not protect Wagner commanders and the Russian Ministry of Defense (MoD) 
from criticism.19 Prigozhin noted that he is not worried about being accused of discrediting the Russian 
MoD because he ”only speaks the truth” and has lawyers review all of his ”carefully worded” social 
media posts. Prigozhin also implied that Russia cannot physically arrest 146 million Russians, further 
indicating that this law aims to encourage self-censorship among Russians and hinting that many 
Russians share his views critical of the MoD. 
 
Continued Russian efforts to portray the war in Ukraine as existential to Russian 
domestic security by establishing additional air defense installations in areas that will 
never see hostilities is reportedly sparking internal backlash. Russian independent 
opposition outlet The Insider reported on March 14 that Russian forces are establishing additional S-
400 air defense systems in residential areas and protected nature zones in Moscow, generating backlash 
for potentially endangering civilians and cutting down heavily forested areas for the installations.20 The 
Insider reported that Kremlin-affiliated Telegram channels denied reports of the additional air defense 
installations.21 The Bryansk Oblast Duma reported on March 9 that Russian State Duma Defense 
Committee Head Andrey Kartapolov proposed using public utilities payments to fund the installation 
of air defense systems to defend against ”terrorist attacks.”22 The Bryansk Oblast Duma later removed 
this initiative from its website after the initiative garnered public attention on March 15 and blamed its 
publication on unspecified hackers.23 
 
Russian President Vladimir Putin used his March 15 meeting with the Russian 
Prosecutor General’s Office to continue to bolster his reputation as an involved and 
effective wartime leader.24 Putin identified several lines of the war effort for the Prosecutor 
General’s Office to regulate and improve upon, including timely payment and social support to Russian 
military personnel and their families, timely payment for defense industrial base (DIB) workers, proper 
usage of the DIB’s allocated funds, law enforcement efforts in occupied Ukraine, and measures to 
support and protect orphaned children. Putin praised the Prosecutor General’s Office for its ongoing 
efforts but emphasized throughout his speech that Russia needs more weapons and protection against 
external threats. Putin has attempted to reinvigorate his image as a wartime leader since late 2022 by 
framing himself as mobilizing the Russian DIB to a robust wartime footing.25  He is also working to 
mobilize the DIB, but publicized meetings of this type are more likely staged for imagistic purposes 
than effective. 
 
Russian President Vladimir Putin met with Syrian President Bashar Assad in Moscow, 
Russia on March 15. NOTE: A version of this text will also appear in The Critical Threat 
Project’s (CTP) March 15 Iran Update.  
Russian news outlet RIA Novosti claimed that Kremlin Press Secretary Dmitry Peskov said that topics 

for discussion included Syria-Russian relations, Syrian post-war reconstruction, and Syrian-Turkish 

relations.26 According to the Kremlin readout of the meeting, Assad thanked Putin for the Russian 

military’s ”decisive contribution” in Syria.27 Putin likely used the meeting to foster relationships with 

international partner states such as Syria and maintain Russia’s stake in Levantine affairs. Assad regime 

officials used the meeting to discuss issues surrounding the attempted and struggling Ankara-

Damascus rapprochement with their Russian counterparts. State-affiliated Syrian media refuted recent 

Turkish claims that ministerial-level Iran-Syria-Russia-Turkey quadrilateral rapprochement talks 



   

 

4  Institute for the Study of War and 
the Critical Threats Project 2023 

 

would occur in Moscow on March 15 and 16, as CTP previously reported.28 The Assad regime’s decision 

to discuss rapprochement issues with Russian officials after refusing to participate in the quadrilateral 

meetings may be part of a negotiating strategy intended to strengthen the Syrian position with 

intentional ambiguity.   

 
 
Key Takeaways 

 The overall pace of Russian operations in Ukraine appears to have decreased 
compared to previous weeks. 

 The overall Wagner Group offensive on Bakhmut appears to be nearing 
culmination. 

 International journalists reportedly obtained the Kremlin’s long-term strategy 
document for destabilizing and reintegrating Moldova back into the Russian 
sphere of influence by 2030. 

 Wagner Group financier Yevgeny Prigozhin commented on the reports about the 
dismissal of the Russian Commander of the Airborne Forces Mikhail Teplinsky - 
likely revealing Teplinsky’s affiliation with Wagner. 

 The Russian State Duma adopted the law on punishment for “discreditation” of all 
participants of the “special military operation” in Ukraine on March 14 to foster 
self-censorship in Russian society. 

 Continued Russian efforts to portray the war in Ukraine as existential to Russian 
domestic security by establishing additional air defense installations in areas that 
will never see hostilities is reportedly sparking internal backlash. 

 Russian President Vladimir Putin used his March 15 meeting with the Russian 
Prosecutor General’s Office to continue to bolster his reputation as an involved and 
effective wartime leader. 

 Russian President Vladimir Putin met with Syrian President Bashar al Assad in 
Moscow, Russia on March 15. 

 Russian forces did not conduct any confirmed ground attacks northwest of Svatove 
and conducted limited ground attacks on the Svatove-Kreminna line. 

 Russian forces continued advancing in and around Bakhmut and conducted 
ground attacks along the Avdiivka-Donetsk City line. 

 A Russian milblogger claimed that Ukrainian forces attempted to conduct 
offensive actions across the Kakhovka Reservoir in Kherson Oblast. 

 The Kremlin reportedly tasked the Russian Ministry of Defense (MoD) to recruit 
400,000 contract servicemen starting on April 1. 

 Ukrainian partisans killed a Russian collaborator in an IED attack in Melitopol, 
Zaporizhia Oblast. 

 
We do not report in detail on Russian war crimes because those activities are well-
covered in Western media and do not directly affect the military operations we are 
assessing and forecasting. We will continue to evaluate and report on the effects of 
these criminal activities on the Ukrainian military and population and specifically on 
combat in Ukrainian urban areas. We utterly condemn these Russian violations of the 
laws of armed conflict, Geneva Conventions, and humanity even though we do not 
describe them in these reports.  
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 Russian Main Effort—Eastern Ukraine (comprised of two subordinate main efforts)  

 Russian Subordinate Main Effort #1—Capture the remainder of Luhansk Oblast and push 
westward into eastern Kharkiv Oblast and encircle northern Donetsk Oblast 

 Russian Subordinate Main Effort #2—Capture the entirety of Donetsk Oblast 

 Russian Supporting Effort—Southern Axis 

 Russian Mobilization and Force Generation Efforts 

 Activities in Russian-occupied Areas 
 
Russian Main Effort—Eastern Ukraine 
 
Russian Subordinate Main Effort #1— Luhansk Oblast (Russian objective: Capture the 
remainder of Luhansk Oblast and continue offensive operations into eastern Kharkiv 
Oblast and northern Donetsk Oblast)  
 
Russian forces did not conduct any confirmed ground attacks northwest of Svatove on March 15. The 
Russian Ministry of Defense (MoD) claimed that six Russian assault groups of the 6th Combined 
Arms Army (Western Military District) seized part of an unspecified industrial zone and unspecified 
Ukrainian positions in the Kupyansk direction, but ISW is unable to confirm the MoD’s vague claim.29  
 
Russian forces conducted limited ground attacks along the Svatove-Kreminna line and south of 
Kreminna on March 15. The Ukrainian General Staff reported that Russian forces conducted 
unsuccessful offensive operations near Bilohorivka (12km south of Kreminna) and Spirne (26km 
south of Kreminna).30 A Russian source claimed that the Russian 144th Motorized Rifle Division (20th 
Guards Combined Arms Army, Western Military District) is conducting positional battles along the 
Ploshchanka-Zhuravka gully line northwest of Kreminna and southwest of Dibrova (5km southwest of 
Kreminna).31 Another Russian source claimed that Russian forces attacked Bilohorivka, Nevske 
(18km northwest of Bilohorivka), and Makiivka (23km northwest of Kreminna), and advanced 
towards Yampolivka (17km west of Kreminna).32 A Ukrainian source claimed that a Ukrainian tank 
used foggy weather to conduct a surprise indirect fire attack against Russian positions 20km away 
near Lysychansk.33 
 
Russian Subordinate Main Effort #2—Donetsk Oblast (Russian objective: Capture the 
entirety of Donetsk Oblast, the claimed territory of Russia’s proxies in Donbas) 
 
Russian forces continued advancing in and around Bakhmut on March 15. Geolocated footage posted 
on March 14 shows Wagner Group forces fighting for new positions about 4km northwest of 
Bakhmut, indicating that Wagner has advanced northwest of Bakhmut towards the Bohdanivka-
Khromove line.34 Geolocated footage posted on March 15 additionally shows that Russian forces have 
advanced to new positions in northern Bakhmut, just east of the AZOM complex.35 Wagner Group 
financier Yevgeny Prigozhin claimed that Wagner fighters captured Zaliznianske (9km northwest of 
Bakhmut) and are ”expanding the encirclement of Bakhmut,“ which was amplified by numerous 
milbloggers.36 Russian milbloggers claimed that Wagner made additional gradual advances northwest 
of Bakhmut near Bohdanivka, Dubovo-Vasylivka, and Orikhovo-Vasylivka, and one milblogger 
suggested that these gains may allow Russian forces to open an avenue of advance towards Siversk 
(about 30km northeast of Bakhmut).37 Russian milbloggers also claimed that Wagner fighters 
continue to fight in the tunnels of the AZOM complex in northern Bakhmut and have advanced across 
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Korsunskoho Street towards the Bakhmut Industrial College in southern Bakhmut.38 Russian sources 
reported fighting near Ivanivske (5km west of Bakhmut) and claimed that Ukrainian forces are 
counterattacking in this area.39 One milblogger claimed that Russian troops completely cover the 
Bakhmut-Khromove route with ATGM fire.40 The Ukrainian General Staff reported that Ukrainian 
troops repelled Russian attacks northwest of Bakhmut near Orikhovo-Vasylivka (12km northwest), 
Yahidne (1km northwest), and Bohdanivka (6km northwest) and west of Bakhmut near Khromove 
(3km west).41  
 
Russian forces continued ground attacks along the Avdiivka-Donetsk City frontline on March 15. The 
Ukrainian General Staff reported that Russian forces conducted unsuccessful offensive operations in 
the Avdiivka area near Stepove (8km northwest of Avdiivka), Kamianka (4km northeast of Avdiivka), 
Severne (5km west of Avdiivka), and Novokalynove (13km northwest of Avdiivka); on the 
northwestern outskirts of Donetsk City near Nevelske, Pervomaiske, and Vodyane; and on the 
southwestern outskirts of Donetsk City near Marinka, Pobieda, and Novomykhailivka.42 The 
spokesperson for the Ukrainian Joint Press Center of the Tavriisk Defense Forces, Colonel Oleksiy 
Dmytrashkivskyi, stated that Russian forces conducted five attacks against Ukrainian positions on the 
night of March 14 to 15 in this direction.43 Russian milbloggers claimed that Russian forces continue 
to attack towards Ukrainian fortifications in Avdiivka and near Nevelske and Pervomaiske and are 
fighting in western Marinka, where geolocated footage shows Russian forces have made marginal 
advances toward Lesi Ukrainky street.44 The Donetsk People’s Republic (DNR) People’s Militia posted 
footage of the 5th Brigade of the 1st DNR Army Corps striking Ukrainian forces in Marinka.45  
 
Russian forces continued offensive operations in western Donetsk Oblast on March 15. The Ukrainian 
General Staff reported that Russian troops conducted unsuccessful offensive actions near Vuhledar, 
30km southwest of Donetsk City.46 The Russian Ministry of Defense (MoD) claimed that Ukrainian 
troops in this area conducted unsuccessful attacks on Russian forward positions in unspecified areas 
on March 15.47 A Russian milblogger posted footage of mortarmen of the 5th Separate Guards Tank 
Brigade (36th Combined Arms Army, Eastern Military District) firing on Ukrainian strongholds in the 
dacha area southeast of Vuhledar.48 The Ukrainian Ministry of Defense posted an image on March 14 
reportedly of a Russian diary found near Vuhledar that shows huge losses during Russian assaults in 
the area.49 The diary details that during assaults over the course of four days, 57 of the 434 Russian 
soldiers sent into battles survived, which is just over a 13% survival rate.50 A milblogger affiliated with 
Southern Military District (SMD) tank elements discussed footage of elements of the 155th Naval 
Infantry Brigade detonating a mine near Vuhledar and noted that this demonstrates that Russian 
forces are rushing operations and failing to employ sound mine-clearing practices.51  
  
Supporting Effort—Southern Axis (Russian objective: Maintain frontline positions and 
secure rear areas against Ukrainian strikes) 
 
A Russian milblogger claimed that Ukrainian forces attempted to conduct offensive actions across the 
Dnipro River in Kherson Oblast. The milblogger claimed on March 15 that Ukrainian forces attempted 
to conduct an amphibious assault from Nikopol, Dnipropetrovsk Oblast across the Kakhovka 
reservoir towards Russian positions along the east (left) bank of the reservoir in Zaporizhia Oblast.52  
 
Russian forces continue constructing defensive fortifications in southern Ukraine. Satellite imagery 
posted on March 14 shows an increase in Russian fortifications near Chystopillia, Zaporizhia Oblast 
(just north of Tokmak) between December 4, 2022, and March 9, 2023. The satellite imagery also 
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shows that Russian forces have increased the number of barriers and trenches along roads in Kherson 
Oblast leading into occupied Crimea over the past few months.53 A Russian milblogger published 
footage on March 15 claiming to show Bashkort Regiment-built Russian fortifications along the 
Kakhovka Reservoir beach and claimed that Russian forces mined the beach.54  
 
A Russian milblogger claimed that the Zaporizhzhia Nuclear Power Plant (ZNPP) is in working order, 
despite recent international concern over the state of the plant.55 The milblogger posted footage on 
March 14 allegedly visiting the ZNPP.56 The milblogger claimed that Rosgvardia servicemen guard the 
ZNPP, Russian military chemists safely monitor radiation levels, and that there has not been a 
”critical situation“ regarding the safe operation of the plant.57 Russian forces continue to attempt to 
portray themselves as the only responsible body for operating the ZNPP despite continuing to 
militarize the plant.58  
 
Russian forces conducted routine shelling in Zaporizhia, Kherson, and Dnipropetrovsk oblasts on 
March 15.59 
 
Mobilization and Force Generation Efforts (Russian objective: Expand combat power 

without conducting general mobilization) 

The Kremlin reportedly tasked the Russian Ministry of Defense (MoD) to recruit 400,000 contract 
servicemen starting April 1.60 Kremlin-affiliated local outlet URA.Ru reported that different Russian 
federal subjects are receiving quotas for recruitment - with Chelyabinsk and Sverdlovsk oblasts each 
receiving orders for 10,000 contract servicemen, for example.61 Military recruitment centers will carry 
out most of the preliminary work, and local governors will disseminate information regarding 
recruitment campaigns.62 Media organizations and press services of municipalities will also advertise 
contract military service online and make public announcements in their communities. Some local 
administrations are preparing to offer additional enlistment bonuses to recruits of 300,000 rubles 
($3,932). The Russian MoD did not issue a formal announcement of a contract service recruitment 
campaign, and Kremlin Spokesperson Dmitry Peskov noted that the Kremlin is not considering 
launching a second mobilization wave at this time.63  
 
Russian military recruitment centers have reportedly begun advertising contract service in select 
regions. Civilian men in Lipetsk, Penza, and Voronezh oblasts reported receiving notices to appear in 
military recruitment centers to ”update their military records.”64 ISW observed the distribution of 
similar summonses prior to Russia’s full-scale invasion of Ukraine in February 2022 and during the 
summer volunteer recruitment campaign. The summonses are not mobilization or conscription notices, 
and Russian recruitment centers have been using these summonses to lure and coerce men into 
enlisting. The Kremlin’s renewed volunteer recruitment campaign is unlikely to recruit the desired 
number of contract servicemen – just as the previous contract recruitment campaigns failed to do 
before the full-scale invasion and during the summer of 2022. Russian Defense Minister Sergey Shoigu 
announced on December 21, 2022, that the Russian Armed Forces seeks to employ 521,000 contract 
servicemen by the end of 2023.65 
 
Renewed volunteer recruitment campaigns are also unlikely to generate combat-effective forces, as 
Russian forces continue to lack competent junior officers and commanders and suffer from a general 
lack of professionalism within the ranks. A Russian milblogger reported that many of his acquaintances 
serving in Ukraine were rapidly promoted to lieutenant ranks.66 The milblogger noted that Russian 
sergeants should undergo accelerated six-month lieutenant courses before becoming lieutenants.67 
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Another Russian milblogger expressed surprise at commanders’ ”managerial illiteracy” when he visited 
the frontlines. The milblogger noted that the Russian MoD needs to teach commanders proper 
management and claimed that Russian commanders are not helping with the organization of volunteer 
elements into one unit.68 The milblogger suggested that the Russian Armed Forces follow US tactics 
and incorporate civilian contractors to teach commanders management skills. Another milblogger 
claimed that commanders of an unnamed military unit in southern Russia sunk two combat vehicles 
and killed several servicemen when training a unit how to cross water barriers.69 
 
Wagner Group continues to expand its recruitment campaigns to reach unusual audiences. Wagner 
financier Yevgeny Prigozhin responded to a journalist’s question about Wagner advertising recruitment 
drives on adult entertainment websites and Telegram channels.70 Prigozhin denied authorizing such 
ads but noted that it is a good idea to recruit forces on such websites. 
 
Activity in Russian-occupied Areas (Russian objective: consolidate administrative 
control of and annexed areas; forcibly integrate Ukrainian civilians into Russian 
sociocultural, economic, military, and governance systems) 
 
Ukrainian partisans killed a Russian collaborator in an improvised explosive device (IED) attack on 
March 14. Russian and Ukrainian sources reported on March 14 and 15 that Ukrainian partisans used 
an IED to blow up the car of Russian collaborator Ivan Tkach in occupied Melitopol, Zaporizhia 
Oblast, on March 14.71 Ukrainian Melitopol Mayor Ivan Fedorov stated on March 15 that Tkach was 
one of the first collaborators to provide Russian forces with transportation in Melitopol, including co-
opting bus lines to transport Russian forces to the frontlines.72 

 
Russian forces and officials continue to deport Ukrainian children and other vulnerable people to 
Russia under the guise of rest and treatment. Deputy Ukrainian Prime Minister Iryna Vereshchuk 
stated on March 15 that Russian forces are resorting to gross deception of vulnerable people and are 
offering children rest and rehabilitation in Russia.73 Vereshchuk stated that some Ukrainian parents 
give written consent for their children to travel to Russia but are later unable to retrieve their 
children.74 Forced deportation of children under the guise of rest and rehabilitation schemes likely 
forms the backbone of a large-scale Russian campaign to depopulate areas of Ukraine that may 
amount to the violation of the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of 
Genocide and constitute a wider ethnic cleansing effort, as ISW has previously assessed.75 
 
Russian forces and occupation authorities continue to intensify law enforcement measures as they 
suffer losses in occupied territories. The Ukrainian General Staff reported on March 15 that Russian 
occupation authorities are intensifying law enforcement measures in individual settlements of 
Kherson Oblast after Ukrainian forces inflicted fire damage on the west (right) bank of the Dnipro 
River on March 12 and 13.76 The Ukrainian General Staff also stated that Russian occupation 
authorities are conducting counter-sabotage measures in an unspecified settlement in occupied 
Kherson Oblast after alleging that locals had murdered a Russian soldier in the settlement.77  
Russian occupation authorities are continuing efforts to integrate occupied territories into the 
Russian legal and administrative systems. Luhansk People’s Republic (LNR) Head Leonid Pasechnik 
announced on March 14 that he signed two laws to further define the administrative structure in 
occupied Luhansk Oblast according to Russian standards.78 Pasechnik stated that the new laws 
regulate the internal structure of occupied Luhansk Oblast by establishing 11 city and 17 municipal 
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districts.79 Pasechnik claimed that the laws serve as the basis for organizing public authority in cities 
and districts, as well as allowing local residents to receive social support and medical services.80 
 
Significant activity in Belarus (ISW assesses that a Russian or Belarusian attack into 
northern Ukraine in early 2023 is extraordinarily unlikely and has thus restructured 
this section of the update. It will no longer include counter-indicators for such an 
offensive. 
 
ISW will continue to report daily observed Russian and Belarusian military activity in 
Belarus, but these are not indicators that Russian and Belarusian forces are preparing 
for an imminent attack on Ukraine from Belarus. ISW will revise this text and its 
assessment if it observes any unambiguous indicators that Russia or Belarus is 
preparing to attack northern Ukraine. 
 
Russian forces continue to train in Belarus. The Ukrainian General Staff reported on March 15 that 
Russian forces train on an unspecified training ground in Belarus.81  
 
The Belarusian Ministry of Defense (MoD) continued its March initiative to call up reservists for 
training as part of planned combat readiness checks. The Belarusian MoD claimed on March 15 that 
the military commissariat in the Oktyabrsky Raion of Minsk began calling up reservists as part of 
Belarusian measures to increase military readiness.82  
 
Note: ISW does not receive any classified material from any source, uses only publicly 
available information, and draws extensively on Russian, Ukrainian, and Western 
reporting and social media as well as commercially available satellite imagery and other 
geospatial data as the basis for these reports. References to all sources used are provided 
in the endnotes of each update.  
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